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1. Upon He “Msjefi ies. calling 
this laft ‘Parliament. 


(LAE His laft Parliament I called, rioé 
ZA more by others advife, and ne- 
SY ceffity of My affaires, then by 
oy) \ae2 My owne choice and inclinati- 
bib, Ye on; who have alwaies thought 
the right way of Parliaments moft fafe for My. 
Crowne,and bet pleafing to My People: And 
although I was not fargecfull of ed: (Barks, 

which (ome mens diftempers f formerly fudied 
to kindle in Parliaments, ( which, by forbea- 
ring to convene for fome yeares, I hoped to 
have extinguifhed) yer relolving with My felf 
to, give all jut fatisfaction to modeft and fober 


| defires, and to redreffe all publique er evances 


in. Church & Stare ; Lhoped by My. freedome 


} and their moderation) to.prevent all mifunders 


ftandings, and mifcarriagesin this: Ta which 


bast basen affaires woul d meet with foe paf- 


fionand prejudice inother men, fo | refolved 
they (hould find leaft of them in My felfe . not 
B doubting; 
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doubting, but by the weight of Reafon f | 
fhould counterpoize the over-ballancings of | 
any factions. ‘| 
I was, indeed, forry to heare, with what par- 
tiality and popular’heat Elections were carried 
in many places ; yet hoping ‘that the gravity | 
and difcretion of other Gentlemen would al- 
lay and fix the Commons to a due tempera-. 
ment, (guiding fome mens wel-meaning zeale” 
by fuch rules of moderation as are beft both to 
preferve and reftore the health of all States 
and Kingdomes : ) No man was better pleafed 
with the convening of this Parliament, then 
My {e]f; who knowing beft the largeneffe of 
My owne Heart toward My Peoples good and 
juft contentment, pleafed My felf moft in that 
good and firme underftanding, which would 
hence grow between Me and My People. 
All Jealoufies being laid afide, My owne 
and My Childrens Interefts gave me many 
obligations to feek and preferve the love and 
welfare of my Subjects. The onely tempo- 
rall bleffing that is left to the ambition of 
juft Monarchs, as their greateft honour and 
fafety, next Gods protection ; I cared not to 
Jeflen My felfe in fome things of My wonted 
Prerogative; fince I knew I could be no lofer, 
if 1 might gaine but a recompence in My Sub- 
jects affections. 
Tintended not onely to oblige My are 
: ate 


ee EIKQN BASIAIKH, 3 
i but Mine enemies alfo: exceeding, even the 
| defires of thofe, that were fadtioufly difcon- 
® tented, if they did but pretend to any modeft 
_. and fober fenfe. Rk lat 
| The edinm and offences which fome mens 
» rigour or remifsneffe in Church, and State, 
had contraéted upon My Government, I re- 
| folved to have expiated by fuch Lawes,and re- 
gulations for the future, as might not onely 
rectifie what was amiffe in practife, but fupply 
what was defective in the conftitution: No 
| man having a greater zeale to fee Religion fer- 
| led, and preferved in Truth, Unity, and Or- 
der, then My felfe; whom it moft concernes 
| bothin piety, and policy ; as knowing, that, 
| No‘flames of civil diffentions are more dange- 
| rous then thofe which make Religious preten= 
| fions the grounds of Factions. 

I refolved to reforme, what I fhould by free 
| and full advice in Parliament be convinced to 
| beamiffe; and to grant whatever My Reafon 
| & Confcience told Me, was fit to be defired ; I 
| with I had kept My felf within thofe bounds, 
| and nor fuffered My owne Judgment to have 
| been over-borne in fome things, more by o- 
| thers Importunities , than their Arguments 
| My confidence had leffe betrayed My felfe, 
| and My Kingdomes , to thofe advantages , 
} which fome men fought for, who wanted no- 
i thing but power, and occafion to do mifchier. 
ici B2 But 


A EIKQN BASJAIKH, 
But our finnes being ripe, there was nopre- § 


venting of Gods Juftice, from reaping that § 


glory in our Calamities, which we robb’d bim | 
of in our Profperity. 


For thou (0 Lord) hat made us {ee,that Refolu- 
tions of future Reforming doe nat almaies fatisfie 
thy Fuitice, nor preveut thy Vengeance ft or fore 
mer mi{Carriages. ! : 

Our finnes bave overlaid gur hopes ; Thou baft | 
tancht us to depend on thy mercies to forgive, | 
got ou our purpafe to amend. 

When thou baft vindicated thy glory by thy” 
tudgments, and haft |hewed ws, hom unfafe tt ts 
to offend thee, upan prefumprions aftermaras ta 
pleafe thee, Them ltrult thy mercies will reftore 
thofe ble(cings to us, which we have [0 much abue 
fed, as to force thee to deprive us of them. 

". Kor want of timely repentance of ovr fiunes, 
Thou civelt us caufe to Repent of thefe Remedies 
we toa late apply. ; 


Yet I doe wot Repent of My calling this loft 


Parliament ; becaufe, 9 Lord, I didit with An 


upright tatention, ta, Thy clory, aad My Peoples 


good. 
The miferies which have enfued upon Me and 
My Kingdomes, axe the fuft effects of thy dif- 
pleafare upon Us; and may be yet (through thy 
mercy) preparalives of us to future ble(ings, and 
better bearts to. ei} oy theme 


EIKQN BASTAIKHE. 5 
O Lord, though thou haft deprived us of ma- 
ny former comforts ; yet grant Me and My people 
| the benefit of our afflictions, and th chaftife- 
| ments , that thy rod as well as thy fiaffe may come 
) fort us: Then fhallwe dare to acconnt thens the 
| firokes nor of aa Enemy, bit a Father: when 
| thon givest us thofe humble affections, that imea- 
| fire of patience i repentance, which becomes | 
thy Children ; Ifhall have no cave t0 repent the at 
miferies this Parliament hath occafioned, when oii 
by then thou haft brought Me and My People, un- i 
feignedly to repent of the finnes we have cons 
| mitted, 
Thy Grace & infinitely better with our fuffe- 
vines, then our Peace could be with Our fizzes. 
| Othoufoveraigne goodnelfe and wifdome, who 
| Over-rulest all our Connfels ; over-rule alfo all 
| or hearts; That the worfe things we fapfer by 
| thy Fustice; the better we may be by thy Mercy. 
| As our finnes have tdrned our Antidotes into 
| Povfon, (olet thy Grace tirne oir Poyfons into 
| Antidotes. 
| CAs the fins of bur Peace difpofed ws to this nn ia 
| happy Warre, fo let his Warre prepare us for thy vif 
| Olelfed Peace. | 7 a 
| Fhat alihongh I have but tronblefome Kingdoms 4 
here; yet L uday attaine to that Kingdome of Peace ad 
| in My Heart, and in thy Heaven, which Christ. a 
Vath purchafedsaid thor wilt give to thy Servant i 
(theuch a Sinner for iny Saviotrs fake, Armen. 
4 B3 2. Upon 
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2. Upon the Earle of Siaftords! 


20g a , 
: te Sea ce RP TN neta Heng 
4 a3 yY isan are 


a 


death. 


i Looked upon my Lord of trafford, asa 


Gentleman , . whofe great abilities might 


make a Prince rather afraid, then afha-® 


med to-crhploy him, in the greateft affaires of 
State. 

For thofe were prone to create in him great 
confidence of undertakings, and this was like 
enough, to betray him to greaterrours, and 
many enemies: Whercof he could not but 
contract good ftore, while moving in fo high 
a fpheare, and with fo.vigorous a luftre, he 
mut needs (as the Sun) raife many envious ¢X- 


‘ 


halations, which condenfed bya popular odi- | 


um, were capable to caft a cloud upon the 
brighteft merit, and integrity. 

Though I cannot in My Judgment approve 
allhe did, driven (it may be) by the necefli- 


ties of times, and the Temper of that People, | | 


more then led by his owne difpofition to any 


height and rigour of actions :_ yet Icould ne- 


ver be convinced of any fuch criminoufnefie 
in him, as willingly to expofe his life to. the 
ftroke of Juftice, and malice of his enemies. 

IT never met with a more unhappy conjun- 


éture of affaires, then inthe bufinefi¢e of that 9 
unfore | 


ree 


EIKQN BASIAIKH. - 
unfortunate Earle: when between My owne 
unfatisfiednefle in Con{cience, and anecefflity 


" (as fome told me ) of fatisfying the importuni- 


ties of fome people; I was perf{waded by thofe, 
that [think wifhed me well,-to chufe rather 
what was fafe, then. what feemed juft ; prefer- 
ring the outward peace of My Kingdoms with 
men, before that inward: exactneffe of Con- 
{cience before God. | 

And indeed Tam fo farre from excufing or 
denying that complyance on My part (for 
plenary confent itwas not’ to his deftruction, 
whom in My Judgment I thought not, by any 


Cleare Law, guilty of death: That I never 


bare any touch of Confcience with greater 
regret: which,as a figne of My repentance, I 
have often with forrow confefled both ro God 
and men, as an act of fo finfull frailty, thatit 
difcovered more a feare of Man, than of God, 
whofe name and place on Earth no man ts 
worthy to beare, who will avoid inconvenien- 
ces of State, by acts of fo high injuftice, as no 
publique convenience can expiate or compen- 
{ate. 

I {ee it a bad exchange to wound a mans 
owne Confcience, thereby to falve State fores; 
tocalme the ftormes of popular difcontents, 
by ftirring up a tempeft in a mans owne bo- 
fome. 

Nor hath Gods Juftice failed in the event 
B4 and 
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8 RIKGN BASIATIE HS, 
and fad conlequeitces, to fhew thé world the 
fallacy of thar Maxime, Better one man perifh 
(thouch unjustly) then the people be difpleafed, 
or de Hroyed. For, 

Tn all likel hood. I could never have fuffred, 
with My Pe ple , greater calamities, (yer with 
ereater Con sfott) “had I vindicaréd ‘Strafford’s 
anocenc yi at leaft by denying to Signe that 
fehtutive STELLA according to’ that  Tuftice. 
which My o onfci icf ice figgetted to Me, then I 
have done ~ re Li gtatifi ‘ed forme mens une 
ehankfull importunities with fo étuell a fae 
your. And] I have oblerved, that thofe, who 

ounfelled Me to figne that Bill, have béén fo 

‘+e from receiving the rew rae of fiicli in- 
ratiatinos with the People, that no men*have 
en Haraffed and crufhed more than they : 
e onely coe been a lea {t vexed by. th em, who 


of My owne Co nfcience : T Kiépé God hath 
Me and them, the finfull rafhaefle of 
chat bull: neffe, 
Tow hic f 
thofe Judgements God hath pl leafed to 


7 
1 being in My foule fo nes confct- 
ous, 
fend upon Me, are fo nmuch the more wel- 
¢sine, as armeanés (Lhopée) twhich his mercy 
hath fanctified fo to Me,as to make Me ¥epent 
of that unjuit Act, (for fo it was to Me) and 
for the ficata or ue Me; That the beft ttile 
ef policy is to preterre the doing of Juftice, 
before 


/tiés, which fince have fought to gare alike 


FIKQN BASIAIK G. 9 


before allenjoyments, and the peace of My 


Confcience before the prefervation of My 
Kinedomes. 

Nor hath any thing more fortified My re- 
folutions again{t all thofe violent importuni- 


confent from Me, to Acts, wherein my Con: 


| ference is unfatisfied, then the fharp touches I 


have had for what paffed Me, in My Lord of 
Strafford’s Bufinedfe. 
Not that Irefolved to have employed hii 


in My affaires, againft the advife of My Par- 


liamént, but I wouldnot have had any hand 
in his Déath, of whofe Guiltlefheffe I was bet= 
ter affured, then any man living cotild be. 
‘Nof were the Crimes objected againft him 
fo cleare, as aftet a long and faire héaring to 
give conviticine fatisfaction to the Major part 
of both Houfes ;. efpecially that of the Lords, 


of whomi {carce a third part were prefent ; 
f when the Bill pafled chat Houfe: Arid for the 


Houle of Commons, many Gentlemen, difpo- 
fed chough to diminifh My Lord of Strafford: 


| Steatneflé atid power, yet tinfatisfied of his 
P ouilt in Law, durft not Condemaeé him to die: 


. ; Bre a 
who for their Integrity in their Votes, were by 


| Potting theit Names, expoféd to ché popular 
€altininy, hatted; and fary which grew thet 
M40 exorbitant in theif clamours for Pastice; 
(that is; fo have both My felf€ and the two 
: Houfes 
: 


aE 10 RIKQN BASIAIKH 
Houfes Vote, and doe as they would have us) § 
that many (‘tis thought) were rather terrified j 
[ to concurre with the condemning party, then | 

1 fatisfied that of right they oughtfotodoe, | 

And that after AG vacating the Authority | 
of the precedent, for future imitation, fufficis 9 
ently tells the world, that fome remorfe tous | 
ched even his moft implacable enemies, as | 
knowing he had very hard meafure, and tuch 
as they would be very loath fhould be repeated | 
to them{elves. 

This tenderneffe and regret Pifindin my foul, | 
for having had any hand (and that very un- | 
willingly God knowes) infhedding one mans*) 
bloud unjuftly, (though under the colour and | 
formalities of Juftice, and pretences.of avoy- | 
ding publick mifcheifes) 1 hich may (I hope) | 
be {ome evidence before God and Man, to all 
Potterity,that Iam far from bearing juftly the 
vaft load & guilt of all that bloud which hath | 
been thed in this unhappy Warre ; which fome | 
men will needs charge on ce, to eafe their 
own foules, who am, and ever fhall be, more 
afraid to take away any mans life unjuftly,then 
to lofe my owne. 


q 


But thou, O God of infinite mercies, forgive 
me that at of finfull compliance, which hath 
greater aggravations upon Me then any man. | 
Since Ihadnot the leaft temptation of envy, or 
| malice 


£IKON BASTAIKH, It 
malice againft him, and by my place fhould, at 


Teaft fo farre, have beem a preferver of him, as 
| to have denied my confent to hus deftruction. 


- OLord, Lacknowledge my tran{gre(sion, and 


my fin i ever before me. 


Deliver me from blond cuiltinef[e 0 God, thou 


| God of my falvation, and my tonguefhall fing of 
| thy righteoufnelfe. 


Aguinft thee have I finned, and done this 
evill in thy ficht, for thou faweft the contraditti- 
on between my heart and my hand. : 

Yet caft me not away from thy prefence, purce 
me with the blood of my Redeemer, and I fhall be 
clean, walh me with that pretious effufion, and 
I fhall be whiter then [now. 

Teach me tolearn Righteon[nelfe by thy fade- 
ments,and to fee my fraslty in thy fuftice : while 
Iwas per[waded by fhedding one mans bloud to 
prevent after-troubles, thou haft for that, among 
other finnes brought upon me,and upon my King- 
domes, reat, long, and heavy troubles. 

Make meto prefer Fuftice, which ws thy wil, 
before all contrary clamours, which are but the 
difcoveries of mans injurious will. 

It too much that they have once evercome 
me, to pleafe them by difpleafing thee; Onever 


faffer me for any realon of State, to goe acainft 


my Reafon of Confcience, which is highly to fiane 
acainf thee, the God of Reafon, and ‘fudge of 
sur Con{ciences. 

What 


13 EIKOQN BASIAIKH: 


what ever, O Lori, thon feet fit to deprive | 
the of, yet reftore unto me the joy of thy Salvatt- 


on, and ever uphold me with thy free Spirit; 
swhich fubjects my will to none; bat thy licht of 


Reafon, Fuftice, and Religion, which fhinesin } 
my Sonl, for Thon defirest Truth in the inward | 
parts, ana Tategrity in the ontward exprefst- | 


OWS. 


Lord hear the voice of thy Sons, and my Sa- | 
wionrs Blond, which fpeaks better things, of | 


make me, and my People, to hear the voyce and 


f6y and Gladnelfe, that the bones which thon haft 


broken, may rejoyce in thy falvation. 


3. Upon Ha Majefties going to the 
Flonfe of (ominons. | 
WV F Y going tothe Houfe of Commions 


B todéimand Juftice upomthe 5 Ment: 
“bers, was dn att, which My enemies 
Joadéd with all the obloguies and exafperati- 
ons they could. 7 
It filled indifferent men with great jealou- 
fies and feares ; yéa, and many Of My ftiends 
réfented it asa motion rifing rather from Pat 
fion then Reafon, andnot guided with fuch 
difcretion, a§ the touchineffe of thofe times re- 
required, 
But 


—=——— 


EIKQN BASTAIKH. 13 
But thefe men knew not the juft motives, 


| and pregnant grounds, with which I thought 
| my {elf fo furnithed, 


that there: needed no- 
thing to fuch evidence, as I could have pro- 


duced againft thofe {charged | fave only. a 


| or revenge againft thofe mens perfons, further - 


| free and ‘Tegal Triall , which was all I de- 
| fired. 


Nor had Iany. temptation of difpleafure, 


then I had dicaveret thofe (as I thought) un- 


| lawfull correfpondencies they. had uled, and 


chgagements they had made, to embroyle my 


’ Kingdomes : of all which T miffed but little ro 


have produ uced writings under {ome mens owa 
hands, who were che chief contrivers of the 


| following Innovations. 


Providence would nor kaye it fo,yers] wan- 


ted not fuch probabilities as were {ufftcient to 
| raile jealoufies in any Kings heart, whois not 


: wholly ftupid and neclective of the publick 


peace, which to preferye by calling in Quefti- 
on half adozen men, ina fair and legall way 
(which God knowes was all my. defign) could 
have amounted to.no worle effe@, had it fuc- 
ceeded, then either to do Me,and my Kingdom 


| right, in cafethey had been found ouilty ; or 


| clic tohave cleared their Innocency, andte- 


§ 


| moved my fufpicions; which, as they were 
not raifed out of any malice, fo neither were 


they i in Reafon to be (mothered. 
What 
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What flames of difcontent this fparke § 
(though Ifoughr by all fpeedy and poffible } 
means to quench it) foone kindled, ‘all the | 
world is witnefle: The afperfion which fome 
men caft upon that action, as if I had defigned 
by force to. affaule the Houfe of Commons, | 
and invade their priviledge, is fo falfe, that as | 
God beft knowes, Thad no fuch intent; fo 
none that attended could juftly gather from 
any thing I then faid, or did, the leaft intuma- 
on of any fuch thoughts. | 
That I went attended with fome Gentlemen, 
as itwas no unwonted thing forthe Majefty 
and fafety of a King fo to be attended, efpeci- 
ally in difcontented times; fo were my fol- 
lowers at that time: fhort of my . ordinary 
Guard, and no way proportionable to hazard 
atumultuary conflict. Nor were they more 
{cared at my comming, then J was un-affured 
of not having fome affronts ca#ft upon me, if I 
had none with me to preferve a reverence to 
me ; For many people had ( at that time) lear- | 
ned to think thofe hard thoughts, whichthey - 
have fince aboundantly vented againft Me, 
both by words and deeds. 
The fumme of that bufinefle was this. 
Thofe men, ‘and their adherents were then 
looked upon by the affrighted vulgar, as grea- 
ter protectors of their Lawes and Liberties, 
then my felf, and fo worthier of their protecti- 
Ofle 
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ion. I leave them to God, and their own Con- 
fciences, who, if guilty of evill machinations , 
no prefent impunity, or popular vindications 
| of them will be fubterfuge iufficient to refcue 
them from thofe exact Tribunalls. 
| To which, in the obftruGions of Juftice 
}among men, we muft religioufly appeal, as 
| being an argument to us Chriftians of that 
-after un-avoidable judgement, which fhall re- 
judge, what among men is but corruptly 
| decided, or noratall. 

I endeavoured to have prevented, if God had 
feen ‘fit, thofe future commotions, which I 
fore-faw, would in all likelyhood follow fome 

imens activity (if not reftrained) and fo now 
hath done to the undoing of many thoufands ; 
i the more is the pitty. 

But to over-awe the freedome of the Hou- 
) fes, or to weaken their juft Authority by any 
‘violent impreffions upon them, was not at all 
| my defigne: Ithought Lhad fo much Juftice 
jand Reafon on my fide, as fhould not have 
| needed fo rough affiftance ; and I was refolved 
Yather tobear therepulfe with patience, then 
} to ufe fuch hazardous extremities. 


| But thou, O Lord, art my witnelfe in heaven, 
| and in my Heart: If Ihave purpofed any vio- 
\ lence or opprefiion againft the Innocent : or if 
there were any [uch wickednel[e iz my thoughts. 
Then 


| 
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Then let the enemy perfecute my foule, and ' 
| tread my, life to the ground, and lay mine Ho- | 
i nour.in the duft. 
Thow that [eft not as man feeth, but loakeft b¢- 
y yond all popular appearances, fearching | he heart, | 
1 and trying the reines, and bringing to light the | 
hidden things of darkne([e, [hem thy felfe. 
Let not my afflictions be cftcemed (as with wife 
ana goaly mex they cannot be) any argument of | 
wy fin, inthat matter : more then their lapus 
nity among good men 1s any fure token of their. | 
Lnnocency. | 
But forgive them, wherein, they baye dane d= | 
miffe, though they, are not-pumilhed for i ty this 
world. 
Save thy fexvant from the privy con[piracies , 
and open violence of bloody and unreal onable. 
nen; according. to, the uprightuelle of my heart, 
andthe innoccacy of wy hands inthis patter, 
Plead my, caufe, and maintain, way. night ,O, thor 
that fitte/t 1a.the Throne, udging ¥ightly shat thy 
fervant may ever rejoyce im thy falvation. | 


? 
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Never thought any thing (except our fins) 
more ominoufly prefaging all thele mif- 
cheifes, which have followed, then thofe 
Tumults in London and Weffminfter, foone af- 
ter the Convening of this Parliament ; which 


| were not like a ftorm at Sea, (which yet wants 
| not its terror) but like an Earth-quake,thaking 
| the very foundations of all ; then which no- 
| thing in the world hath more of horrour. 


ON  —————— 


As it is one of the moft convincing Argu- 


ments that there isa God, while his power {ets 


bounds to the raging of the Sea: fo tis no 


leffe, that he reftraines the madnefie of the peo- 


ple. Nordoch any thing portend more Gods 


difpleafure againft a Nation,then when he fuf- 
fers the confluence and clamours of the vul- 


| gar, to paffe all boundaries of Lawes,and reve- 


rence to Authority. 3 
Which thofe Tumults did to fo high de- 
erees of Infolence, that they {pared not to in- 
vade the Honour and Freedome of the two 
Houfes, menacing ,reproaching,fhaking, yea, 8& 
aflaulting fome Members of both Houfes, as 
they fancyed, or difliked them : Nor did they 
forbear moft rude and unf{eemly deportments 
Cer both 
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4.. Upon the Fnfolency of the Lu- 
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both in contemptuous words and attions, to} 


My felfe and My Court. 


Nor was this a fhort fit or two of fhaking, as | 
an ague, but a quotidian feaver, alwaies en=| 
creafing to higher inflammations, impatient. 


of any mitigation, reftraint, or remiffion. 

Firft, they muft be a guard againft thofe 
feares, which fome men {cared themfelves and 
others withall ; when indeed nothing was more 
to be feared and leffe to be ufed by wife men, 
then thofe tumultuary confluxes of meane and 
rude people, who are taught firft to petition, 
then to protect, then to dictate, at laft to com- 
mand and overawe the Parliament. 

All obftructions in Parliament (that is, all 
freedome of differing in Votes, and debating 
matters with reafon and candour) muft be 
taken away with thefe Tumults : By thefe muft 
the Houfes be purged, and all rotten Members 
(as they pleafed to count them) caft our: By 
thefe the obftinacy of men refolved to dif- 
charge their Confciences muft be fubdued, by 
thefe all factious, feditious, and {chifmaticall 
propofalls againft Government Ecclefiafticall 
or Civil, muft be backed and abetted, till they 
prevailed. 

Generally, who ever had moft mind to bring 
forth confufion and ruine upon Church and 
State, ufed the midwifery of thofe Tumults : 
whofe riot and impatience was fuch, that they 
would 
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would not ftay- the ripening and feafon of 
| Counfels, or fair production of Acts, in the 
border, gravity, and deliberateneffe befitting a 
Parliament; but ripped up with barbarous 
cruelty, and forcibly cut out abortive Votes, tii 
fuch as their Invirers and Incouragers moft oi 
fancyed. I 
| Yea, fo.enormous and deteftable were their 
‘outrages, that no fober man could be without 
‘an infinite fhame and forrow to fee them fo to- 
erated, and connived at by fome, countenan= 
iced, incouraged, and applauded by others. 
What sood manhad not rather want any 
ithing he moft defired, for the Publique good, 
Ithen’ obraine it by (uch unlawfull and irreligi- 
jous meanes ¢ But mens paffions and Gods di« 
ireCtions feldome agree ; violent defignes and 
} motions muft have futable engines, {uch as too 
Smuch attend their owne ends, feldome con- 
fine themfelves to Gods meanes. Force mutt 
} crowd in what Reafon will not lead. 
| Who were the chief Demagogues and Pa- 
} trones of Tumults, to fend for them, to flatter 
| land embolden them, to direé& and tune their a 
§ clamorous importunities, fome men yet living ca 
}are too confcious to pretend i ignorance: God a 
Fin his due time will Jet thefe fee, that thofe 
‘were no fit meanes to be ufed for attaining his it 
lends. ia 
_ But, asitisno ftrange thing for the Sea to 
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rage, when ftrong winds blow upon it; fo nei- 
ther for Multitudes to become infolent, when 
they have Men of fome reputation for parts 
and piety to fet them on. 

‘That which made their rudenefle moft for- 
midable, was, that many Complaints being | 
made,and Meflages fent by My felfe and fome 
of both Houfes ; yet no order for redreffe 
could be obtained with any vigour and effi- | 
cacy, proportionable to the malignity of that 
now fat-{ptead difeafe, and predominant mif- 
chiefe. | 

Such was fome mens ftupidity, that they 
feared no inconvenience; Others petulancy, 
that. they joyed to fee their betters fhamefully 
outraged, and abufed, while they knew their 
only fecurity confifted in vulgar flattery: So} 
infenfible were they of Mine, or the two Hou- | 
fes common fafety and Honours. 

Nor couldever any order be obtamed, im- 
partially to examine, cenfure, and punifh the 
knowneBoutefeus, and impudent Incendia- | 
ries, who boafted of the influence they had, 
and ufed to convoke thofe Tumults as their 
advantages ferved. 

Yea, fome ( who fhould have been wifer 
States-men) owned them as friends, commen- 
ding their Courage, Zeale,& Induftry ; which 
to fober men could feem no better then that of 
the Devil, who goes about feeking whom he may 
deceive,and devonre. I 
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) --Leonfefle, when I found fuch a deafneffe, 
that no Declaration from the Bifhops, who 
.) were firft fouly infolenced and affaylted ; nor 
a from other Lords and Gentlemen of Ho- 
nour; nor yet from My felf could take place 
forthe due repreffion of thefe Tumelts; and 
4 4ecuring not onely Our freedome in Parlia- 
ment, but Our very Perfons in the ftreets , I 
thought My felfe not bound by My prefence, 
4 to provoke them to higher boldneffe and con- 
‘}tempts; Lhoped by My withdrawing to give 
} time, both for the ebbing of their tumultuous 
/ fury , and others regaining fome degrees of 
} modefty and fober fenfe. 

} Some may interpret it as an effect of Pufil- 
§ lanimity for any man for popular terrours to 
fdefert his publique ftation. But I think it a 
ft hardineffe, beyond true valour, fora wife man 
ito fet himfelf againft the breaking in of a Sea ; 
fwhich to refit, at prefent, threatens imminent 
} danger; but to withdraw, gives it {pace to 
i {pend its fury, and gainesa fitter time. to re- 
| paire the breach. Certainly a Gallant man 
) had rather*fight to great difadvantages for 
} number and” place in the field, in an orderly 
) way, then skuffle with an undifciplined rabble. 
| Some fufpected and affirmed that I medi- 
i tated a Warre, (when I went from Whitehall 
|.onely to redeem My Perfon, and Conf{cience 
|-from violence) God knowes I did not then 
C73 think 


i 
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think ofa Watre. Nor will any prudent mani 
conceive that I would by fo many former, and) 
fome after A&ts, have {o much weakned My 
felfe, if [had purpofed to engage in a Warre, 
which to decline by all meanes, I denyed My! 
felf in fo many particulars: *Tis evident I had) 
then no Army to flie unto, for protection, of} 
Vindication. i 

Who can blame Me,or any other,for a with-| 
drawing our felves from the daily baitings of 
the Tumults, not knowing whether their fury 
and difcontent might not flie fo high, asta 
worry and teare thofe in pieces, whom as yet 
they but played with in their pawes? God, wha 
is My fole Judge, is My Witnefle in Heaven, | 
that I never had any thoughts of going from 
My Houfe at Whitehall, if I could have had 
but any reafonable faire Quarter ; I was refol- 
ved to beare much, anddid fo, but I didnot 
think My felf bound to proftitute the Majefty 
of my Place and Perfon, the fafety of My 
Wife and Children, tothofe, who are prone 
to infult moft, when they have objects and 
Opportunity moft capable of ¢heir rudenefie 
and petulancy. 

But this bufineffe of the Tumults (whereof 
fome have given already an account to God, 
others yet living know themfelves defperately 
guilty ) Time and the guilt of many hath fo 
imothered up, and buried, that [think it beft 
tQ 
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i to leave it, as it is; Onely [believe the juft 
i) Avenger of all diforders, will in time make 
jy thofe men, and that City, fee their finne in the 
@ glaffe of their punifhment. *Tis more then an 
ycven-lay that they may one day fee themfelves 
§ punifhed by that way they offended. 
| Had this Parliament, as it was in its firft E- 
lection and Conttitution, fate full and free,the, 
4 Members of both Houfes being left to their 
§ freedome of Voting, as in all reafon, honour, 
land Religion, they fhould have been; i doubt 
#not but things would have been fo carried, 
has would have given no lefle content to all 
good men, then they withed or expected. 
} For, Iwas refolved to heare reafon in all 
: things, and to confent to it fo farre as I could 
scomprchend it: but as Swine are to Gardens 
hand orderly Plantations, fo are Tumults to 
| Parliaments, and Plebeian concourfes to pub- 
lique Councels, turning all into diforders and 
'fordid confufions, 
Iam prone fometimes to think, That had I 
fealled this Parliament to any other place in 
| England (as 1 might opportunely enough have 
done ) the fad confequtences i in all likelyhood, 
with Gods bleffing, might have been preven- 
Ited. A Parliament would have been welcome 
/inany place; no place afforded fuch conflu- 
} ence of various and vitious humours, as that 
where it was unhappily convened. But we 
Ca mult 
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24 EIKON BASTIAIKH. | 
mutt leave all to God, who orders ourdifor- | 
ders, and magnifies his wifdome moft, when 
our follies and miferies are moft difcovered. 


But thou 0 Lord art My refuge and defence, | 
jo thee I way fafely flie, who ralest the raging of | 
the Sea, and the madnelfe of the People. 

The flouds, O Lord, the flouds are come in upon 
we, and are ready to overwhelme me. 

I looke upon My finnes, and the finnes of My 
people, (which are the tumults of our foules a- | 
Zant thee O Lordy as the juft caufe of thefe po- 
pular inundations which thou permitteft to ever- 
beare all the banks of loyalty, modefty, Lawes, 
fuftice,and Religion, — 

But thou that catheredst the waters into one 

, & 
place, and madefi the dry land to appeare, and af- | 
ter did't affwage the floud which drowned the 
world, by the word of thy power, Rebuke thofe 
beafis of the people, and deliver Me from the 
rudenelfe and ftrivines of the weultituade. 

Reflore, we befeech thee, unto ws, the freedomes 
of our Councels and Parliaments, make us un- 
papiovately to fee thelight of Reafow, and Reli- 
gion, and with all order, and gravity to follow it, 
as it becomes “Men and Christians , fo fhall we 
praife thy name, who art the God of order and 
counfer, ? 

W hat man caunot, or will not reprelfe Es thy OM~ 
pipotcat Fuftice can and will, 


a 
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| O Lord, give them that are yet living, a timely 
» fenfe and forrow for their great finne, whom thon 
kuoweft guilty of raifing or not fupprefing thofe 
| diforders : Let [hame here, and not {uffering 
) Sereafter be their punifhment. | 
| Set bounds to our pafSions by Reafon, t0 or er- 
| rours by Truth, to our {editions by Lawes duely 
yh executed, and to onr {chifmes by Charity, that 
S we may be, as thy Jerufalem, 4 City at wnity init 
Self. | 
| This grant, O My God, in thy good time for 
| Felus Chrifts fake, Amen. ‘Se 
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‘Upon His SM ajefties pafiing : 
the Bill for the Trienniall Pare | 
liainents: And after fetling this, | 
during the pleafure d the two | 


Houtes, 


*Hat the world might be fully confir- 
med in My purpofes at firft, to contri- 

“~~ bute, what in Juftice, Reafon,Honour, 
and Confcience, 1 could, to the Happy fuc- 
cefle of this Parliament, ( which had in Meno 
other defigne but the Generall good of My 
Kingdomes ) I willingly paffed the Brit for 
Trienniall Parliaments : which, as gentle and 
{eafonable Phyfick, might (if we iT applied ) 
ptevent any diftempers from getting any head 
or prevailing ; efpeci ally, if the remedy pro- 
ved nota difeate bevone ‘all remedy. 

I conceived, this Parliament would find 
worke with convenient recefles for the firft 
three Years; But I did not imagine that fome 
men would thereby. have occafioned more 
worke then they found to doe, by undoing fo 
much as they found well done to their hands. 
Such is fome mens activity that they wil needs 
make worke rather then want it; and chufe to 
be doing amifle, rather then doe nothing. | 
When 
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When that firft A& feemed too fcanty to 
{atisfie {ome mens feares, and compaffe pub- 
lique affaires; I was perfwaded to grant that 
Brix of Sitting during the pleafure of the 
Houfes, whichamounted in fome mens fenfe 


' to as muchas the perpetuating this Parlia- 


ment. By this Act of higheft confidence, I ho- 
ped for ever to fhut out, and lock the dore up- 
on all prefent Jealoufies, and fucure miftakes : 
I confeffe I did not thereby intend to fhut My 
felf out of dores, as fome men have now re- 
quitedme. 

True, Te was an A& unparalell’d by any of 


| My Predeceflours ; yet cannot in reafon admit 
| of any worfe interpretation then this, of an 


extreame confidence I had, that My Subjects 


| would not make ill ufeof an A&t, by whichI 


declared fo mauch to truft tkem, as to deny My 
{elf in fo high a point of My Prerogative. 

For good Subjects will never think it juft or 
fir that My condition fhould be worfe by My 
bettering theirs: Nor indeed would it have 
been fointhe events, if fome men had known 
as well with moderation to ufe, as with ear- 
neftneffe to defire advantages of doing good, 
or evill. 

A continual] Parliament (I thought) would 
but keep the Common-weale in tune, by pre- 
ferving Lawes intheir due execution and vi- 
gour, wherein My intereft lies more than any 
Mans, 
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mans, fince by thofe Lawes, My-Rights as a 
Kino, would be preferved no lefie than My 
Subjects; which is all I defired. More than 
the Law gives Me I would not have, and leffe 
che meaneft Subject fhould not. 

Some (as [have heard ) gave igout, that I 
foon repented Me of that fetling Act: and 
many would needs perfwade Me, Lhad caufe 
fo to doe, but I could not eafily nor fudden- 
ly fufped fuch ingratitude in Men of Honors. 
That the more I granted them, the leffe I 
fhould have,and enjoy with them. I ftill coun- 
ted My felf undiminifhed by My largeft con- 
ceffions, if by them I might gaine and confirm 
the love of My People. 

Of which, I doe not yet difpaire, but that 


- God will ftill bleffe Me with increafe ‘of it: 


when Men fhall have more leifure, and lefle 
prejudice, that fo with unpaffionate reprefen- 
{ations they may refleé& upon thofe, (as I 
think \ not more princely then friendly contri- 
butions, which I granted towards the perpe- 
tuating of their happinefle, who are now onely 
miferable in this, That fome mens ambition 
will not give them leave to enjoy what I in- 
tended for their good. 

Nor doe I doubr, but that-in Gods due time, 
the Loyal and cleared affections of My people 
will ftrive to returne fuch retrtbutions..of Ho- 
nour,and love to Me, or My Pofterity,as may 
. fully, 
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1 fully compenfate both the aéts of My con- 
fidence and My fufferings for them; which 
} (God knowes ) have been neither few, nor 
# {mall, nor fhort ; occafioned chiefly by a per- 
§ fwafion I had, that Lcould not grant too 
§ much, or diftruft too little,to Men, that being 
f profefledly My Subjeds, pretended fingular 
} piety, andreligious ftrictneffe. : 
The Injury of all Injuries is, That which 
| fome men willneeds load Me withall. as if I 
} were a wilfulland refolved'Occafioner of My 
owne and My Subjects miferies; while (as 
_ they confidently, but ( God knows ) falfly di- . 
| vulge) I repining at the eftablifhment of this 
| Parliament, endeavoured by force and open 
| hoftilicy to undoe what by My Royall affent I 
had done. Sure it had argued a very fhort 
fight of things, and extreame fatuity of mind 
in Me, fo farreto bind My owne hands at their 
requeft, if I had fhortly meant to have ufeda 
Sword againft them.God knows,thoughIhad 
then a fenfe of Injuries,yet not fuch,as to think 
them worth vindicating bya War: I was not 
then compelled, asfince, to injure My felf by 
their not ufing favours, with thefame candour 
| wherewith they were conferred. The Tumults 
| indeed threatned to abufe all Acts of Grace, 
| and turne them into wantonneffle ; but I 
| thought at length their owne feares, whofe 
| black arts firft raifed up thofe turbulens Spirits 
as would 
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would forcethem to conjure them downe a; ° 
gaine. : 
> Nor if Lhad juftly refented any indignities | 
put upon Me, or others, was I then in any ca- | 
pacity to have taken juft revenge in an Hoftile | 
and Warlike way upon thofe, whom I knew fo | 
well fortified in the love of the meaner fort of | 
the people, that I could not have given My e- 
nemies gtcater,and more defired advantages a-_ 
gainft Me, then by fo unprincely Inconftancy, 
to have affaulted them with Armes,thereby to 
fcatter them, whom but lately I had folemnly 
fetled by an Act of Parliament. 

God knowes I longed for nothing more 
then that My felf, and My Subjects might qui- 
— enjoy the fruits of My many condefcen- 

ings. 

It had been a Courfe full of finne, as well 
as of Hazard, and difhonour for Me to goe 
about the cutting up of that by the Sword, 
which Ihad folately planted, fo much (asI 
thought) tomy Subjects content, and Mine 
own too, inall probability: If fome men had 
not feared where no fear was, whofe fecurity 


confifted in {caring others. 


I thank God I know fo well the fincerity 
and uprightnefle of My owne heart, in paffing 
that great Bill, which exceeded the very 
thoughts of former times; That although I 
may feeme leffe a Polititian to men, yet Ineed, 
nd 
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f no fecret diftinctions er evafions before God. 
) Nor had Tany refervations in My own Soule, 
} when I pafled t€; nor repentings after , till I 
ifaw that My letting fome men go up to the 
} Pinnacle of the Temple, was a temptation to 
j them to caft Me down head-long. 
f Concluding, that without a miracle, Mo- 
Pnarchy it felfe, together with Me, could not 
§ but be dathed in pieces , by fuch a precipitious 
Hall as they intended. Whom God in mercy 
forgive, and make them {ee at length, That as 
many Kingdomes as the Devill {hewed our 
Saviour, and the glory of them, (if they could 
ibe at once enjoyed by them) are not worth the 
Beaining, by wayes of finfull ingratitude and 
difhonour, which hazards a Soule worth more 
PWorlds then this hath Kingdomes. 
But God hath hitherto preferved Me, and 

smade Meto fee, That it is no ftrange thing 
for men, left to their owne paffions, either to 
idoe much evill themfelves, or abufe the over- 
Pmuch goodnefle of others, whereof an un- 
fgratefull Surfet is the moft defperate and in- 
curable difeafe. 
| Icannot fay properly that I repent of thae 
fA, fince I have no reflexions upon it as a 
}fin of my will, though an error of too charita- 
blea judgement: Onely Iam forry other mens 
eyes fhould be evill, becaufe mine were good. 


| 


To 


} 


" 
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To Thee (O my God) doe I ftill appeale, whofe 
All-difcerning fustice fees through all the dif- 
guifes of mens pretenfions, ang deceitfull dark. 
nelfes of their hearts. | 

Thou gaveft mea heart to grant much to My 
Subjects , and now I need a Heart fitted to fuffer| 
much from fome of them. 

Thy will be done, though never fo much to the 
srofing of ours, even when we hope to doe what 
might be moft conformable to thine and theirs 
too, who pretended they aimed at nothing elfe. 

Let thy grace teach me wifely to enjoy as wel 
the fruftratings , as the fulfilings of My beft 
hopes, and moft {pecious defires. 

I fee while I thought to allay others feares,I 
have railed Mine owne ,.and by fetling them, 
have unfetled My felfe. 

Thus have they requited Me evil for cood, and 
hatred for My good will towards them, : 

O Lord bethow My Pilot in this dark and dap- 
gerows florme, which neither admits My returne 
to the Port whence I [et ont , nor My making any, 
other, with that fafety and honour which I de 
figned, | 

Tis eafie for Thee to keep Me fafe inthe loves 
and confidence of My people ; nor ts it hard for 
Thee ta preferve Me amidst the unjuft hatred 
and jealoufies of too many, which thou hast [uf= 
fered fo far to prevaile upon Me, as to be able» 
to pervert and abufe My acts of greatest Indul- 
gence 
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f gence to them, and alfurance of them. — 
| But uafaveurs from Me can make others tore 
| guilty then My Selfe may be, of mifufing thefe> 
| many and great ones, which Thou, O Lard, haft 
conferred on Ale. | 
|  Lbefeech Thee zive Me and them fuch Repen- 
| tance, as thonwilt accept, and {uch Grace as we 
) way not abufe. | | 
| Make Me fo far happy a to make a right 
} afe of others abufes, and.by their failings of Me, 
bio reflect, with a reforming difpleafure, upon My 
b offences againt Thee. | 
So, althongh by My fins I am by other mens 

Rfins deprived of thy temporall blefSings, yet I may 
bbe happy to enjoy the comfort of thy mercies 
which often raifethe createft Sufferers to be the. 
molt glorious Saints. 3 
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6. Upon His Mayefties retirement 


from VVettminfter. — | 


Ith-what unwillingneffe I with- | 
drew from Westminjter, let theny } 
judge, who, unprovided of tack- | 


ling and victuall,are forced by Sea to'a ftorm; | 
yet better do fo, then venture fplitting or fink- | 


img on a-Lee fhore. 


I ftayed at Whitehall, till I was driven away | 
by fhame more than feare; to fee the barba- | 
rous rudeneffle of thofe Tumults who refolved | 
they would take the boldneffe to. demand any | 


thing, and not leave either My felf, or the 


Members of Parliament the liberty of our 
Reafon, and Confcience to deny them any 


thing. 


voted by the major part of their Houfes, when 
they had ufed each their owne freedome. 


Whofe agreeing Votes were not by any Law 


“4 Sy 
, oa 
e: 


Nor was this intolerable oppreffion My cafe | 
alone, (though chiefly Mine) Forthe Lords | 
and Commons might be content to be over- | 


4 


4 


or reafon- conclufive to My Judgment; nor 
can they include, or carry with them My con-— 


fent, whom they reprefent not in any kinds 
Nor am | further bound to agree with the 


Votes of both Houfes, then I fee them agree — 


with 
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} with the willof God, with My juft Rights, as 
i a King, and the generall good of My People. I 
fee thatas many men they are feldome of one 
|mind; and I may oft fee, that the major part 
’ of them arenot in the right. Dia 
i Thad formerly declared to fober and mo- T 
iijerate mindes, how defirous Iwas to give all i. 
i“) juft content, when Tagreed to fo many Bills, 
i; which had been enough to fecure and fatisfie . 
«all: If fome mens Hydropick infatiablenefle Ca 
had not learned to thirft the more by how il 
y/ much more they drank ; whom no fountain of 
«Royall bounty was able to overcome ; fo re- 
djfolved they feemed, either utterly to exhautt. 
jit, or barbaroufly to obftruct it. 
¢) < Sure itceafes to be. Councell ; when not 
()Reafon is ufed, as tomen toperfwade ; but 
| Force and terrour_as to beafts, to drive and 
fcompell men to affent to what ever tumultuary 
Hpatrones fhall project. He deferves to bea 
{lave without pitty,or redemption, that is con- 
}tent to have the rationall foveraignty of his 
fSoul, and liberty of his will, and words fo 
-captivated. | 
Nor doI think My Kingdomes fo confide- 
lrable as to preferve them with the forfeiture of 
that freedome ; which cannot be denied Me as 
a King, becaufe it belongs to Me as a Man,and 
a. Chriftian ; owning the dictates of none, but 
God, ro be above Me, as obliging Me to con- 
D2 fent. 
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fent. Better for Metodie enjoying this Ems} 
pire of My Soul, which fubjeéts Me only to 
God, fo farre as by Reafon or Religion he di-' 
rects Me, then live with the Title ofa King, if| 
it fhould carry fuch a vaffalage withit, as noe! 
to fuffer Meto ufe My -Reafon and Confci- 
ence, in which I declare asa King, to like on) 
diflike. i 
So farre am I from thinking the Majefty of } 
the Crown of England to be bound by any} 
Coronation Oath, ina blind and brutifh fors } 
mality, to confent to what ever its fubjects in | 
Parliament fhall require; as fome men will 
needs inferre ; while denying Me any. power 
of a Negative voiceas King, they are nota- 
fhamed torfeck to deprive Me of the liberty of 
ufing My Reafon with a good Confcienée, | 
which themfelves, and allthe Commons of || 
England enjoy proportionable to their influ. 
ence on the publick; who would take it very | 
ill to. be urged, not to deny, whatever My fel, }| 
as King, or the Houfe of Peeres with Me’ 
fhould, not fo much defire as enjoyn them to.)| 
pafle. I think My Oath fully difcharged in-}| 
that point by My Governing only by fuch | 
Lawes , as My People with the Houfe of | 
Peeres have Chofen, and My felf have con- | 
fentedto. I fhall never think My {elf con{ci-. | 
entioufly tied to goe as oft againft My Confci- | 
cnce, as I fhould confenr tofuch new Propo- | 
falls, © 
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Hfills,which My Reafon,in Juftice, Honour,and 
| Religion bids Me deny. 
j Yet fo tender I feefome men are of their 
| being fubject to Arbitrary Government, (that 
pis, the Law of anothers will, to which ‘them- 
[elves givenoconfent) that they care not with 
: show much difhonour and abfurdity they make 
itheir King the onely man, that muft be fub- 
pect to the will of others, without having po- 
}wer left Him, to ufe His own Reaton, canoe in 
§Perfon, or by any Reprefentation. 
| And if My diffentings at any time were (as 
fome have fufpected, and uncharitably avow- 
fedyout of error, opinion, activencfle, weaknefle, 
of wilfulneffe, and what they call “Obftinacy 
hin Me (which not true Judgement of things, 
Pbut fome vehement prejudice or paflion hath 
@ixed on My mind) yet can no man thinkit 
fother then the Badge and Method of Slavery, 
by favage rudeneffe, and importunate detrufi- 
fons of violence, to have the mift of His Errour 
land Paffion difpelled, which is a fhadow of 
Reafon, and mutt ferve thofe that are deftirute 
iof the fubftance. Sure that man cannot be 
blameable to God or Man, who ferioufly en- 
deavours to fee the beft reafon of things, and 
faithfully followes what he takes for Reafon: 
The uprightneffe of his intentions willexcufe 
the poflible failings of his underftanding ; Ifa 
jPilot at Sea cannot fee the Pole-ftar, it can 
D 3 be 
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be no fault inhim to fteere his courfe by fuch# 
ftars as do beft appear to him. It argues ra-} 


ther thofe men to be confcious of their defects 
of Reafon, and convincing Arguments, who! 
call in the affiftance of meer force to carry om 
the weakneffe of their Councells, and Propo-, 
falls. I may, inthe Truth and uprightneffe of 
My heart, proteft before God and Men; that | 
I never wilfully oppofed, or denied any thing; } 
chat wasina fair way, after full and free de-} 
bates propounded to Me, by the two Houfes, 
Further then I thought in good reafon i| 
might, and was bound to do. | 

Nor did any thing ever pleafe Me more, } 
then when My Judgment fo concurred with } 
theirs, that I might with good Confciencé)| 
confent to them: yea, in many things: where | 
not abfolute and morall neceffity of Reafon,) 
but temporary convenience on point of Ho-)) 
nour wasto beconfidered. Ichofe rather to} 
deny My felf, then them, as preferring that)) 
which they thought neceflary for My Peo-) 
ples good, before what I faw but convenient 
for My felf. 

For Ican be content to recede much from) 
My own Jntereits, and Perfonall Rights, of | 
which I conceive My felf to be Mafter; butin 
what concernes Truth, Juftice, the Rights of ) 
the Church, and My Crown, together with) 
the general! good of My Kingdomes ; ( all 

: | which 
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)) ‘which I am bound to preferve as much as 
* morally liesin Me;) here lam, and ever fhall 
| be fixt and refolute,nor fhall any man gain My 
confent to that, wherein My Heart gives My 
tongue or hand the Lie; nor will I be brought 
| toaffirme that to Men, which in My Coni{ci- 
i. ence [ denied before God. I willrather chufe 
§ to wear a Crown of Thornes with My Sa- 
# viour, then toexchange that of Gold (which 
# is due to Me) for one of lead, whofe embafed 
§ flexibleneffe thall be forced to bend, and com- 
§ ply to the various, and oft contrary dictates of 
}any Factions ; when inftead of Reafon, and 
Publick concernments, they obtrude nothing 
| but what makes for the intereft of parties, and 
flowes from the partialities of private wills 
| and paffions. 
_ Iknow no refolutions more worthy a Chri- 
| ftian King, then to prefer His Conf{cience be- 
| fore His Kingdomes. 


SS 


~~ 


O my God,preferve thy fervant in this Native, 
| Rationall and Religious freedome , For this I be- 

lieve is thy will, that we [hould maintaine : who, 
though thou doft juftly require us, to {ubmit om 
underftandings and wills to thine, whofe wifdom 
aud goodnelfe can neither erre, nor mifguide us, 
and fo farretodeny our carnall reafon, inorder 
| tothy facred Myftcries, and commands, that we 
fhould believe and obey rather then difpute them s 
| D4 yet 


Go 
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yet doft thou expect from us, only {uch aveafona- | 

ble fervice of thee, ws not to doe any thing for 
thee, againft our con[ciences sand ws to the de- | 
fires of men, enjoyneft us totry all things by the 
touch-ftone of Reafon and Lawes, which are the | 
vules of Civill Fuftice; and to declare ourcon: | 
fents to that only which our Fudgements ap- 
prove. 

Thou knoweft, 0 Lord, how unwilling Iwas | 
t0 defert that place, in which thon baft ferme, and | 
wheretothe affaires of My Kingdoms at prefent 
did call me. | 

My People can witnelfe bow far Ihave been 
¢outent for their good, todeny My felf, in what 
thou haft fubjetted to My difpofall, 

O Let not the unthankfull tmportunitiesse> tus 
multuary violence of {ome mens Inimoderate de- 
mands ever betray Me to that devencrous Cr un-— 
wanly flavery, which fhould- make Me ftrengthen 
them by My confent in thofe things which I think 
in My Confcience to be againft thy glory, the 
good of My fubjects, and the difcharee of My 
own duty to Reafon and Fuftice. — ' 

Make Me willing tofuffer the greatef indig- 
nities, and injuries they preffe upon Me, ra- 
ther then commit the leat finne againft My Con- 
feience. oes | 
_ Letthe jaft liberties of My people be (vs well 
they may) preferved in faire, and equal wayes, 
without the flavery of My foul, | 


Thon 
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- ‘Thouthat haftinvefted Ate by thy favours, 
athe power of aChriftian King, fuffer Me xot 
t0.fubject My Reafontoother mens pafions,and 
l deficnes, which to Me feeme unreafonable, un 
Vgnft, and irreligious: Sofhalld ferve theeinthe 
herath and uprightnelfe, of Aly heart, thonghI 
| rannot fatisfie thefemen. 
| Though Ibe driven from among them, yet 
} give Me grace to walk alwayes uprightly be- 
Rforethee. — 

Lead Me inthe way of Truth and Fuftice, 
for thefe,Lknow, will bring Me atlaft to peace 
and happineffe with thee ;though for thefel have 

§ much trouble among men. 
This Tbeg of thee for My Saviours fake. 


i. Opon the Oueenes departure, 
and abfence out of England. 


| 
| f& Lthough I have much caufe to be 
| troubled at My Wifes departure from 
= Me, and outof My Dominions; yet 
| not Her abfence, fo much, as the {candall of 
| that neceflity, which drives her away, doth af- 
} fic Me. That She fhould be compelled by 
| My owne Subjects , and thofe pretending to 
| be Proteftants, to withdraw for Her fatety: 
| This being the firft example of any eee 
; UDe- 
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Subjeéts,that have taken upArms againft their! 
King, a Proteftant : For I look upon this now} 
done in England, as another Act of the fame! 
Tragedie which was lately begun in Scotland ' 
the brands of that fire being ill quenched, have 
kindled the like flames here. I fear fuch mo-) 
tions(fo little to the adorning of the Proteftane 
profeffion) may occafion a farther alienation | 
of mind, and divorce of affections in Her, | 
from that Religion, which is the only thing | 
wherein me differ. | 
Which yet God can, and I pray he would in | 
time take away; and not fuffer thefe praGifes to, 
be any obftruction to Her judgement ; fince it 
is the motion of thofe men, (for the moft part) | 
who are yet to feck and {ettle their Religion for’ 
Dodtrine, Government, and good manners, }) 
and fo not to be imputed to the true Englifh) 
Proteftants ; who continue firme to their for- 
met fetled Principles and Lawes. va 
Tam forry My relation to fo deferving a 
Lady, fhould be any occafion of her danger 
and affliction; whofe merits would have fer- 
ved her for a protection among the favage Jn- 
dians, while their rudenefle and barbarity © 
knowes not fo perfectly to have all Vertues, as 
fome mens fubtilty doth, among whom T yer 7 
thinke few are fo malicious as to hate Her for 
Her (elfe. The fault is, that fhe is My wife. 
All juftice then as well as. affection com- 
| mands 
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y-mands Me, to ftudy her Security, who is only 
} in danger for ‘My fake; Iam content to be 
P tofled, weather-beaten, and fhipwrackt, fo as 
§ fhe may be in fate Harbour. 
} ThiscomfortI fhall enjoy by her fafety in ria 
§ the midft of My Perfonall dangers, that I can ‘i 
® perith but: halfe, ifthe be preferved: In whofe ie 
# memory, and hopefull Pofterity, Imay yet 
§ furvive the malice of My enemies, although 
they fhould be fatiated with My bloud. 
| Imutftleave her, and them, to the Love and 
Loyalty of My good Subjects; and to his pro- 
itection, who is able to punifh the faults -of 
§ Princes, and no lefle feverely to revenge the 
injuries done to Them, by thofe who in all du- 
tyand Allegiance, ought to have made good 
| that fafety, which the Lawes chiefly provide 
) for Princes. , 
+ — But common civility is in vaine expected 
| from thofe, that difpute their Loyalty : Nor 
can it be fafe(for anyrelation)to a King,to tarry 
among them who are fhaking hands. with 
their Allegiance, under pretence of laying faft- 
er hold on their Religion. | 
Tis pitty fo noble and peacefull a foule ie 
fhould fee,-much more fuffer, the rudenefle of 
thofe who muft make up their want of juftice, | 
with inhumanity, and impudence. a 
Her fympathy with Me in My afflictions, ia 
_ will make her vertues fhine with greater luftre, 
as 
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as {tarsin the darkeft nights ; and affiretheen: | 
vious world, that fhe loves Me, not My fot: | 
tunes. : | 
Neither of us but ‘can ¢afily forgive , fince | 
We donot much blame the unkindnefle of the | 
Generality, and Vulgar, for we fee Godis | 
pleafed to try both our patience, by the moft 
felfe-punifhing fin, the Ingratitude of thofe, | 
who having eaten of our bread, and being en- 
riched with Our bounty, have Scornfully lift | 
up them({elves againft Us: and thofe of Our 
owne Houthold are become Out enemies. I | 
pray God lay not their fin to their charget || 
who thinke to fatisfy all obligations to duty, 
by their Corban of Religion: and can leffe 
endure to fee, then to fin againft their bene- 
factours as wellas their Soveraignes. ; 
But even that policy of my enemies is fo | 
farre veniall, as it was neceflary to their de- 
fignes, by {candalous articles, and allirreve- 
yent demeanour, to fecke to: drive her out of 
My Kingdomes ; left by the influence of her 
example, eminent for love as a Wife, and 
Loyalty,as a Subject, the fhould have convert: 
edto, or retayned in theit love, and Loyalty, 
all thofe whom they had apurpofe co pervert, 
The lefle I may be bleft with her company, 
the more I will retire t6 God, and My owne 
Heart, whence no malice can banith Her. My 
enemies may envy, but they can never deptive 
, eae Me 
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'Me-of the enjoyment of her vertnes, while I 
enjoy My felf. : 


|. Thow.0 Lord, whofe Fuftice at prefent fees fit 
| to fcatter us, let thy mercy, inthy due time, re- 
| unite us,on earth, if it bethy will , however bring 
b ws both at lat, to thy heavenly Kingdome. 
| Preferve us from the hands of our defpitefull 
| and deadly enemies; and prepare us by our fuf- 
I ferings for thy prefence. 
| Though we differ in feme things ,as toReligion, 
| (which w my. greatest temporal infelicity,) yet 
Lord give, and accept the fincerity of our affe- 
I clions,. which defire to feek,to finds to. embrace 
jevery Truth of thine. 
| Let both our Hearts agree in the love of thy 
elfe, and Chrift crucified for us. 


| Teach ws both what thou wouldft have us to | 


| know, in order tothy glory, our publique relatt- 
ons, and our foules eternall geod, and make us 
Care ull to doe what good we know. 


| Let neither Ienorance of what 1 neceffary to be 


| knowne, nor unbelief, or difobedience to what we 
| know, be our mifery or our wilfull default. : 
| Let notthis creat Scandall of thofe my Sub- 
\jects, which profeffe the [ame Religion with me, 
| be any hindrance to her love of any Truth thon 


wouldft have her tolearne, ner any harduing of 


| Ler, imany errour thou wouldst have cleared to 
ber. 


Let 
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Let mine, and other mens conftancy bean An- | 
tidote againft the poy(on of their example. 
of Let the Truth of that Religion I profeffe, bere- | 
if prefented to her fudgment, with all the beauties | 
P| of Humility, Loyalty, Charity , and Peaceable- | 
if nel[e, which are the proper fruits, ana ornaments 
of it: Not in the odious difeuifes of Levitys 
Schifme, Herefie, Novelty, Crnelty , and Dif- 
loyalty, which fome mens practifes have tately 
put uponit. | 
Let her feethy facred and faving Truths, as 
Thine , that fhe may beliewe, love and obey them 
as Thine, cleared from all rust and droffe of hu. 
mane Mixtures. ~F 

That in the glaffe of thy Truth fhe may fee thee, 
in thofe mercies which thou haft offered to us, in| 
thy Sonne fefus Christ, our onely Savionr, and. 
ferve thee in all thofe Holy duties, which moft a- 
eree with his holy doctrine, and moft imitable 
example. 

The experience me have of the vanity, and 
ancertainty of all humane Glory, and greatneffe 
in our fcatterings and Eclypfes,. let it make us 
both fo much the more ambitious to be invefted in 

. thofe durable honours, and perfections, woich are 
i oncly to be found in thy felf,and obtained through 
feflus Chrift. 


-8,Upon. 
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8. Upon His SM aeflies repulfe 
_ atWull, and the fates of the 
Horhams. 


J Y repulfe at Hal feemed at the firft 
1 | view an act of fo rude difloyalty, that 
] My. greateft enemies had {carce con- 
) fidence enough to abett,or owne it: It was the 
) firft overt Effay to be made, how patiently I 
)) could beare the Loffe of My Kingdomes. 
) -God knows, it affeéted me more with fhame 
) and forrow for others, then with anger for My 

felfe nor did the affront done to Me trouble 
 Mefo muchas their finne, which admitted no 
} colour or excufe. 3 

I was refolved how to beare this, and much 

» more, with patience: But I forefaw they could 
| hardly conteine themfelves within the. com- 
) paffe of this one unworthy a&,who had effron- 

tery enough to commit, or countenance it. 
» This was burthe hand of that cloud, which 
) was foone after to overfpread the whole King- 
} dome, and caft all into diforder and dark- 
» nefie. 
|) For tis among the wicked Maximes of bold 
| and difloyall undertakers: That bad actions 
) mutt alwayes be feconded with worfe,and ra- 
| ther not be begun then not carried on, for ee: 
| ton: 
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think the retreat more dangerous then the af9 
fault, and'ate repentance more then pene 
verance in.a Fault. / 

This gave Me to {ee clearly through all the 
pious difguifes, and foft palliations of fome} 
men; whofe words were fometime fmoother 
then oyle, but now I {aw they would prove ve 
ry Swords. TBI 

Againft which I having (as-yet) no defence,'| 
but that of a good Confcience, thoughtit My 
beft policy (with patience) to bear what could | 
not remedy: And in this (Ithank God) § 
had the better of Hotham, thatno difdain,or 
emotion of paffion tranfported Me, by the 
indignity of his carriage, to doe or fay any 
thing, unbefeeming My felf, or unfutable ta. 
that temper, which, in greateft injuries; I 
think, beft becomes.a Chriftian, as comming 
neareft to the great example of Chrift. 

And indeed,I defire alwaies more to remems 
ber T am a Chriftian,then a King ; for what the 
Majefty of one might juftly abhor,the Charity 
of the other is willing to bear , wharthe heighe 
ofa King tempreth to revenge, the humility of 
a Chriftian teacheth to forgive: Keeping im 
compaffe all thofe impotent paffions, whofe” 
excefle injuresa man, more then his greateft 
enemies can ; for thefe give their malice a full 
impreffion on our fouls, which otherwaies 
cannot reach. very far , nor doe us much hurt. 
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I cannot but obferve how God not long after 
4 fo pleaded, and avenged My caufe, in the eye 
} of the world, that the moft wilfully blind can- 
® not avoid the difpleafure to fee it, & with fome 
i) yemorfe and fear to own it as anotable ftroke; 
#) and prediction of divine vengeance. 
~ For, Sir-fohn Hotham wnreproached, un- 

threatned, ancurfed by any language or feeree 
} imprecation of Mine, onely blafted with the 
® confcience of his owne wickednefle, and falling 
i) from one inconfancy to another, not long 
§ after paies his owne and his eldeft Sons heads; 
§ as forfeitures of their difloyalty, to thofe men, 
# ftom whom furely he might have expected ant 
#other reward then thus to divide their heads 
from their bodies, whofe hearts with them 
ip were divided from their Krnc. : 
# ~~ Noris ic ftrange that they who imployed 

them at firft in fohigha-fervice, and fo fuc- 
§ cefSfull to them, fhould not find mercy enough 
to forgive Him, who had fo much premerited 
Hof them: For, Apoftacy unto Loyalty fome 
# men account the moft unpardonable finne, 

# Nor dida folitary vengeance ferve the turrie, 

ithe cutting off one head in a Family is not e- 


noughto expiate the affront done to the héad: 


of the Céomon-weale. The eldeft Son muft be. 


involved in the punifhment, as he was infected 
| with the finne of the Father; agatnft the Father 
of his Country: Root and branch God cuts off 
4n one day. E Thefe 


i 
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Thefe obfervations are obvious to every) 
fancy : God knows, I was fo farre from re- 
joycing in the Hotham’s ruine., ( though inf 
were fuch as was able to give the greatef| 
thirft for revenge a full drought, being exe-| 
cuted by them who firft employed him again | 
Me) that I fo farre pitied -him ; as I thonght he! 
at firft ated more againft the light of his 
Confcience, then I hope many othermen doe 
in the fame Caufe. 

For, he was never thought to be of that 
fuperftitious fowrenefle, which fome men pre- | 
tend to, in matters of Religion; which fo. 
darkens their judgment that they cannot fee 
any thing of Sinne and Rebellion in thofe 
meanes, they-ufe, with intents to reforme to 
their Models, of what they call Religion, who 
hink all is gold of piety, which.doth but gli- 
fter with a fhew of Zeale and fervency. 

Sir Fohn Hotham was (I think )a man of ano- 
ther temper, and fo moft liable to thofe down- | 
right temptations of ambition, which-have no 
cloake or cheat of Religion to impofe upon 
themfelves or others. 
~ That which makes me more pity him is, that 
after he began to have fome inclinations to- 
wards a repentance for his finne, and repara- 
tion of his duty to Me, He fhould be fo une _ 
happy as to fall into the hands of theit Juftice, 
and not My Mercy, who could as willingly 

| have 
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have forgiven him, as he could have asked that 
“favour of Me. 

For I think. clemency a debt; which we 
ought topay to thofe that crave it, when we 
“ have caufe to believe they would not after a- 
M bufeit, fince God himfelf faficr us not to-pay 
i) any thing for his mercy but onely prayers and 
praifcs. | 

Poor Gentleman, he is now become a note- 
able monument of unprofperous difloyalty, 
teaching the world by fo fad and unfertunate 
a {pectacle, that the rude carriage of a Subject 
‘towards his Soveraigne carries alwaies its own 
vengearice, as an unteperable fhadow with tt, 
and thofe oft prove the moft fatall, andim- 
placable Executioners of it, who were the firft 

Imployers in the fervice. 
 After-times will difpute it, whether Hotham 
were more infamous at Hal, or at Tower-hill ; 
though ‘tis certain that no punifhment fo ftains 
'amans Honour, as wilfull preparations of un- 


ofthe finne, brands with moft indelible cha- 
_racters of infamy, the name and memory to 
| pofteriry, who not engaged in the Factions of 
| the times, have the moft impartiall reflections 
| onthe actions. 


Bat thon, O Lord, who haft in [0 remarkable a 
| way avenged thy Servant, [uffer me mot to take 
E 2 any 
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any fecret pleafure in tt, for his death hath fatis.\ 
fied the injury he did to me, fo let me not by it 
gratifie any pafion inme, left I make thy ven-| 
geance tobe mine, and confider the affront a: 
aint me, more than the fin againft thee. 
Thou indeed, without any defire or endeavour 
of mine, haft made his mifchief to returne on his 
owne head, and his violent dealing to come down 
on his owne pate. 
Thou haft pleaded my canfe, even before the 
fonnes of men, and taken the matter into thine 
own hands, that men may know it was thy work; 
and fee that thou, Lord, haft done it. i, 
Ido not,d dare not (ay, (0 let mine enemies perilh. 
O Lord! yea Lord, rather give them repentance, 
pardon, and impunity, if it be thy blefed will, © 
Let not thy juftice prevent the objects and ap- 
portunities of my mercy ; yea, let them live and 
amend whohave moft offended me in fohich a 
nature , that I may have thofe to forgive, who 
beare moft proportion in their offences to thofe 
trefpaffes against thy majefty, which I hope thy 
mercy hath forgiven me. 
Lord lay not their fins (who yet live) totheir 
charge for condemation,but to their con{ciences 
for amendment: Let the lighting of this thun- 
derbolt, which bath been fo fevere a punifhusent 
toone,; beaterrour to all, 
Di(cover to them their finne, who know not 
they have done amf{e, and {care them from their 


fo, 
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i fiune, that finne of malicious wickedneffe. 
\ That preventing thy judgments by their true 
it repentance, they may efcape the ftrokes of thine 
“eternal vengeance. | ieee 
Anddoe thou, o Lord, eftablifh the Threve of 
| Mie in mercy, andtruth meeting tore 
ether ; let my Crowne ever flourifh in righte- 
mM onfnelfe, and peace, kifiing each other. 
 Heare vy prayer, O Lord, who haft taught us 
Ito pray for, to doe good to, and to love our ene- 
Mmaies, for thy fake , who haft prevented us with 
offertures of thy love, even when we were thine 
enemies, and haft fent ivy Sonne Felus Chrift ' 
f 4 die for us, whenwwe were difpofed to cracifie 
IL 
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eArmies againft the K ing, 


"ff Vind that I am ar the fame point'and po- 
ite | was, when they forced Me to leave 
" Wéhite- ball : what Turults could not dee, 
an Army muft, which is bue Tumults lifted, 
and enrolled to a better order, but as bad an} 
end: My recefle hath given them confidence | 
that I may be conquered: | 
And fo I eafily may as to any outward | 
ftrength, which, God knowes, is little or none | 
atall: But [havea Soule invincible through) 
Gods grace enabling Me ; here I'am fure to} 
be Conquerour, if God will give Me fuch a) 
meafure of Conftancy, as to feare him more 
thanman: andtolove the inward peace of 
My Con{cience, before any outward tranquil 
lity. 

And muftel be oppofed with force, becaufe 
they have not reafon wherewith to convince 
me? Omy Soule! beof good courage, they 
confefle their knowne weaknefie, as to truth, 
and Juftice, who chofe rather to contend by 
Armies, than by Arguments. 

Is this the reward and thanks that I am ta 
receive for thofe many Acts of Grace I have 
Jately pafled, and for thofe many nee I 

ave 


have bugiied 4 ? Is ‘abies no way “eft to a. 
«| Me 2 glorious Kine but by My fufferings 2 
 Ttisahard and difputable choice for a King, 
ithat loves his People, and defires their love, 
‘either to kill his owne Subjects, or to be kille .d 


| Are the hazards and. miferies of Civil War 
inthe bowels of My moft flourifhing King- 
dj dome,the fruits I muft now reap after 17 years 
i hiving and reigning among them, with fucha 
| meafute of Juttice, Peace, Plenty, and Rel1- 
} gion, as all Nations about either admired, or 
Benvied’ notwithftanding fome mifcarriages 
@in Government, which might efcape ; taken 
ane il counfell of fome men arene on 


i duit ake satiny fhould be managed: W ue - 
out them, or the hidden and aio ne- 
4 ceffities of State, then any propenfity, I hope, 
| of my felf either to injuriou{ne(fs or oppreffion. 
Whofe innocent bloud during My Reigne 
| have I thed, to fatisfie My luft,, anger, or co- 
vetoufnefle ¢ what Widowes or Orphans tears 
can witneffe againft me; the juft.cry of which 
) muft now be avenged with My owne bloud ? 
| For the hazards of Warre are equall, nor doth 
| the Cannon know any refpect of Perfons. 
| In vaine is My Perfon excepted by a Paren- 
| thefis of words, when fo many hands are ar- 


_ med againft Me with Swords. 
| E 4 God 


j 
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fee what Ground of Juftice is alledged for this 
Warre againft Me; that fol might (by giving 


juft fatisfaction) either prevent, or foone end} 
fo unnaturall a motion ; which (to many men)| 


{cemes. rather. the productions of a furfeit of 
peace, and wanronnefle of mindes, or of pri- 
vate difcontents, Ambition and Faction (which 
eafily find, or make caufes of quarrell) then 
any reall obftructions of publick Juftice, or 
Parliamentary Priviledge, 

But this is pretended, and this I muft be able 
to avoid and anfwer before God in My owne 
Confcience, however fome men are not wil- 


, 


God knowes how much I have ftudied’ toe 


Iing to beleeve Me, left they fhould condemne’ 


themfelves, 
When I firft withdrew from White:hall , to 


fee if I could allay the infolency of the Tu-’ 


inults, (the not fuppreffing of which, no ac- 
count in Reafon can be given, (where an or- 
derly Guard was granted) but only to opprefle 
both Mine andthe Two Houfes freedome of 
declaring and voting according to every mans 


Confcience) what obftructions of Juftice were | 


there further then this, that what feemed juft to 

One man, might not feeme {oto another ¢ 
Whom did I by power protect againft the 

fuftice of Parliament ? 

_ That fome men withdrew, who feared the ’ 

partialiry of their tryall, (warned by My ae 

Q 
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a of Straffords death) while the vulgar threatned: 


<0 be their pete , and Judgers of their 


*) Judges, was from that inftinét, which is in all 


Af 
if the current of Juftice and Freedom fo ftopped 
and troubled by the Rabble,that their lawfull 
i) Judges either durft not come to the Houfes, or 
if not declare their fenfe with liberty and fafety ; 
i} it cannot feem ftrange to any reafonable man 
| when the fole expofing them to publick odjum 
| was enough to ruine them,-before their Caufe 
| could be heard or tryed. 
| Had not faétious Tumults overborne the 
| Freedome and Honour of the two Houfes; 
| had they afferted their Juftice againft them,and 
| made the way open for all the Members quiet- 
§ lytocome and declare their Confciences: I 
§ know no man fo deare to Me , whom I had 
p the leaft inclination to advife either to with- 
| draywy himfelf, or deny appearing upon their 
| Summons, to whofe Sentence according to 
| Law (1 think) every Subject bound to ftand. 
| Diftempers (indeed) were rifen to fo great 
a height, for want of timely repreffing the vul- 
| gar infolencies ; that the greateft guilt of thofe 
) which were Voted and demanded as Delin- 
quents was this, Thatthey would not fuffer 
themfelves to be over-awd with the Tamults, 
and their Patrones; nor compelled to ee 
IY 


creatures to preferve themfelves. If any others 
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‘tefufed to appear, where they evidently faw 
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by their, fuffrages, or prefence sthe defignes of 
thofe men who agitated innovations,and ruine, | 
both in Church and State. 

In this point could not but approve their | 
generous conftancy,and cautioufnefles: further | 
then this I did never allow any mans réfracto- | 
rinefle againft the Priviledges ‘and Orders of 
the Houfes - to whona I withed nothing more, 
then Satety, Fulneffe, and Freedome. 

Burt the truth is, fame men, and thofe not | 
many, defpairing im faire and: Parliamentary: | 
wayes by free deliberations, and Votes to gainy | 
the concurrence of the Major part of Lords 
and Commons,betook theméelves ¢by the de- 
{perate activity of fa@ious Tumuhs)to fiftand 
terrifie away all thofe Members whom they 
faw to be of contrary minds torheir/purpofes. © 

How oft was the bufineffe of che: Bithops) 
enjoying their Ancient places, and undoubted 
Priviledges in the Houfe of Peeres., -carried 
for them: by farre the Major part of Lords.. | 
Yet after five repulfes,contray to all Order and | 
Cuftome, it was by tumultuary, inftigations 
obtruded again, and: by a few carried, when 
moft of the Peeres were forced'toabfent them- 
themfelves. 

In like manner, asthe Bill againft Root and: 
Branch, brought on by tumultuary Clamours, 
and {chifmaticall Terrours, which could never 
pafle,till both Houfes were firfficiently. thinned 
and over-awed, rue O 
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"To which Partiality, while in all Reafon, 
| Juftice and Religion, My confcience forbids 
Me by confenting to make up their Votes to 
) Acts of Parliament; I muft now be urged with 
“Tan Army, and conftrained either to hazard 
‘| My owhe, and My Kingdomes ruine, by my 
1 Defence; or proftrate My Confcience to the 
blind obedience of thofe men , whofe zealous 

fuperftition thinks, or pretends , they cannot 
‘} do Godand the Church a greater fervice,than 
utterly to deftroy that Primitive, Apoftolicall, 
and anciently Univerfall Government of the 
Church by Bifhops. 

Which ifother mens judgements bind them 
to maintain, or forbids them to confent.to the 
abolifhing of it; Mine much more , who, be- 
fides the grounds I have in My judgement, 
'have alfo a moft ftrickt and indifpenfable 
Oath upon My Conf{cience, to preferve that 
| Order} and the Rights of the Church; to 
} which, moft Sacrilegious and abhorred Per- 
jury , moft un-befeeming a Chriftian King, 
; 
! 


| fhould I ever by giving My Confent be betray- 
| ed, I fhould account tt infinitely greater mife- 4 
) ry, then any hath, or can befall Me; in as J 
much asthe leaft finne hath more evill in it i 
| then the greateft affiGion. Had I gratified 
their Anti-epifcopall Faction at firft in this 
point, with My confent, and facrificed the 
Ecclefiafticall Government, and Revenues, ah 

the 
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the fury of their covetuoufneffe, ambition, and} 
( revenge, I believe they would then have found| 
i no colourable neceffity of raifing an Army to] 
| an fetch in,and punifh Delinquents. ma | 
on That I confented to the Bill of putting the Bi- 
| fhops out of the Houfe of Peers,was done with 
ih a firm perfwafion of their contentednes tofuffer 
: a prefent diminution. in their Rights, and Ho- 
| nourfor My fake,and the Common-weals, web 
if { was confident they would readily yeeld un- | 
| to, rather then occafion (by the leaft obftructi= | 
on on their part) any dangers to Me, orto My 
Kingdome. That Icannot adde My confent 
for the totall extirpation of that Government 
(which Thave often offered to all fit regulati- 
ons) hath fo much further tie upon My Con- 
fcience, as what I think Religious and Apo- 
{tolicall,; and fo very Sacred and Divine, is 
notto be difpenfed with, or deftroyed, when 
what is only of civill Favor, and priviledge of 7 
i Honour granted tomen of that Order, may 
| with their confent, who are concerned in it 
| be annulled. | | 
This is the true ftate of thofe obftructions 
pretended to be in point of Juftice and Autho- 
T rity of Parliament; when I call God to wit- 
i _ neffe, I knew none of fuch confequence as was 
i worth {peaking of a Warre, being only fuch 
a | as Juftice, Reafon, and Religion had made in’ 
Heh My owne and other mens Confciences. 
After- 
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l) Afterwards indeed a great thew of Delin- 
/quents was made; which were but confequen- 
¥ces neceflarily following upon Mine, or others 
withdrawing from, or defence againft vio- 
Fence: but thofe could not be the firft occafi- 
on of raifing an Army againft Me. Wherein I 
was fo far from preventing them, (as they 
ave declared often, that they might feeme to 
have the advantage and Juftice of the defen- 
Hfive part, and load Me with all the envy and 
Finjuries of firft affaulting them) that God 
‘knows, Ehad not fo much as any hopes of an 


been Honourably and Effectually reprefled by 
exemplary Juftice,and the liberty of the Hou- 
fes fo vindicated, that all Members of either 
‘Houfe might with Honour and Freedome , 
} becomming fuch a Senate, have come and dif- 
charged their Confciences, [had obtained all 
P that I defigned by My withdrawing, and had 
i much more willingly, and {peedily returned 
) then I retired ; this being My neceflity driving, 
+ the other My choife defiring. 

| — But fome men know, I was like to bring the 
} fame judgement and conftancy, which Icar- 
| syed with Mc, which would never fit their de- 
| fignes : and fo while they invited Me to come, 
and grievoufly complained of My abfence, yet 
| they could not but be pleafed with it : efpecial- 
) ly when they had found out that plauible 
| and 


Army in My thoughts. Had the Tumults: 
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and popular pretext of raifing an Arthy to 
fétch in Delinquents : when all that while they 
never punithed the greateft and moft intolera- 
bleDelinquencie of the Tumults,and their Ex « 
citers, which drave My felfe, and fomany of 
both Houfes from their places, by moft bar- 

barous indignities, which yet in all Reafon and 

Honour, they were as loath to have deferted, 

asthofe others were willing they fhould, that 

fo they might have occafion to perfecute them 

with the Injuries ofan Army, fornot faffering 

more tamely the Injuries of the Tumults. 

That this is the true ftate, and firft drift and 
defione in raifing an Army againft Me, is by 
the {equell fo evident, that all other pretences 
vanifh. For when they declared by Propofiti- 
ons, or Treaties, what they would have to ap-" 
peafe them ; there was nothing of confequenceé 
offered to Me , or demanded of Me, as any 
originall difference in any point of Law, or 
order of Juftice. But among other lefler In- 
novations, this chiefly was urged, The Abolitt- 
on of Epifcopall, and the Eftablifhment of 
Presbyterian Government. | 

All other things at any time propounded 
were cither impertinent as to any ground of a 
War, or eafily granted by Me, and onely to 
makeup anumber, or elfe they were meerly 
confequentiall, and acceflary, after the Wat 
was by them unjuftly began. ; 
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} . Tcannot hinder other mens thoughts,whom 
| the noife and{hew of piety , and heat for Re 
)| formation and Religion, maight eafily fo fill 
+ with prejudicc, that all equality and clearneffe 
of judgement might be obftructed. But this 
was, and is, as to my ‘beft obfervation, the true 
Atate of affaires betweene us, when they firft 
raifed an Army, with this defigne, either to 
|ftop My mouth, orto force My confent : and 
in this truth, as to My confcience, (who was 
(God knowes) as farfrom meditating a War, 
jas I was in the eye of the world from having 
i) any preparation for one) I find that comfort, 
he inthe midft of all the unfortunate fuc- 
i ceffes of this War, on My fide, I 'doénot think 
1) My Innocencie any whit prejudiced or dark- 
Jned; Nor amI without that Inteerity, and 
) Peace before God, as with humble confidence 
to addrefle My Prayer to Him. 
: 
1 For Thou, o Lord, feeft clearly throuch all the 
I clondings of bumane affaires , Thou judgel? with- 
\ ont prejudice: Thy Omnifcience eternally guides 

| thy unerrable Fudgement. 
\) O my God, the proud are rifen againft me, and 
) the affemblies of violent men have foncht after 
|) oule , and have not fet Thee before their 
| EVES. | 

| Confider My enemies, 0 Lord, fer they ares 

§ many and they hate me with « deadly hatred with- 
[9 out acaufe. For 


; 
j 
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For Thou knoweft, I had no pasion, defigne_| 1 
or preparation to embroyle My Kingdomes in « 
Civill Warre; whereto I had leaft temptation | 
as knowing I muft adventure more then any, ane 
could caine leaft of any by it. ; 
Thou, O Lora, art my wituelfe how oft T have 
deplored, and ftudied to divert the necefsity -here-4 
of, wherein I cannot well be thought fo prodigal 
thirfty of my Subjects blood, as te venture mye 
own Life, which I have been oft compelled to dogy 
inthis unhappy Warre , and which were better) 
(pent to fave then to deftroy my People. = 
QO Lord, Inced much -of thy grace, with pati-} 
ence to bear the many afflictions thou haft fuffes| 
red forme mento bring upon me, but much more) 
to bear the unjuft reproaches of thofe, whe not, 
content that 1 fuffer moft by the Warre,will needs | 
per{wade the world that I have raifed firft, ov | 
given juft caufe to gt it, | 
The confidence of [ome mens falle tongues ts | 
fuch, that they would make me almoft {ufpect my | 
own innocency : Yea, 1 could be content (at leapt, 
by my filence) totake upon me fo great a guilt be- | 


‘ 


fore men, If by that Imight allay the malice of 


my Enemies, and redecme my People from this 
miferableWarre ; fince thou O Lord knoweft my 
Innocency in thes thing. | 

Thon wilt finde out blondy and deceitfull men ; 
snany of whom have net lived out half their 
daies, inwhich they promifed themfelves the en- 


joyimcnt ; 
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J) joyment of the fruits: of their violent ana wicked 
Me Conuleliss. os. esa. Vou SS ANT) 
it) Save, Lord;thy fer-vant,as hitherto thou baft, 
i andinthy daetime {catter the peopletbaraclicht 
| in Warre,” re RIAN AS 
i Arifeo Lord, lift up thy felf, becaufe of the 
.|| rege of mine Enemies , which encreafeth more 
and more. Behold them that bave conceived mif- 
Are ge with iniquity, ana brought forth 
§ falfhood, 
| ie knowejt the chief defigne of this Warre 
8, either tedeftroy My Perfon,or force My Fudg- 
§ ment, and to make me rencge my Confcience ana 
B thy Truth, - , 
§ Lam driven tocrefe Davids choife and de- 
§ fire, rather to fall into the hands of men, by de- 
§ xying them, (though their mercies becruch ) shen 
guto thy hands by finning againft My Confcience, 
| and in that againft thee, who art acon[aming 
| fire; Better they deftroy Me, then thou fhoulaft 
| damne Me, | 2 
|. Bethou ever the defence of My foul, who wilt 
| fave the upright in hearts | 
| — Ifnething but My bloud will fatisfie My Ene- 
§ ies, or quench the flames of My Kingdomes, or 
thy temporal uftice, I am content, if it be thy. 
| will, that it be fhed: by Aine .owne Subjects 
| bands. , 
. But o let the bloud of Me, though their King, 
| yet 4 finner,be walhea with the Bloud of My Inne- 
Ge # Cnt 
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cent and peace-making Redeemer, for in that thy| 
Fuftice will find not only a temporary spice, 1 
but an eternal plenary fatisfaction , both for my™ | 
fins, and the fins of my People; whom I befeech 
thee ftill own for thine, and when thy wrath is) | 
appealed bymy Death, O Remember thy creas | 
mercies toward them, and forgive them ! Omy 
Father, for they know not what they doe. 


et re te 


10. Upon their feixing the Kings 
Magaxines, Forts, Nay, and 
NGlitia. | 


Ow untruly Lam Charged with the | 
Hix taifing ofan Army, and begin. | 
ning this Civill Warre, the eyes thas 

only. pitty Me, and the Loyall hearts that 
durft only pray for Me,at firft,might witneffe, | 
which yet appear norfo many on My fide, as 
there were men in Arms lifted ’againft Me ; My, | 
unpreparedneffe for a War may. well. dif-hear- | 
ten thofe that would help Mes while it argues | 
(truly) My unwillingnes to fight ; yerit teftifies 
for Me, that Iam fer onthe defenfive. parts | 
having fo little hopes or power to offendo- 
thers, that I have none to.defend My-felf orto | 
preferve whatis Mine own from their prorep- 
tion. No. 


BIKQN BASTAIKH. 67 
' No man can doubrbut they prevented Me 
_do.theix purpofes, as well as their injuries, who 
are fo much before-hand in their preparations 
i) againft Me, and furprifalls of My ftrength. 
4) Suchas are not for Them, yet dare notbe for 
| Me, fo over-aw’'d istheir Loyalty by the‘o- 
| thers numbers and terrours. I believe My In- 
| mocency, and unpreparednefle to aflert My 
- Rights and Honour, makes Me the more guil- 
‘| ty in their efteeme; who would not fo cafily 
| havedeclared a War againft Me, if I had firtt 
!) “affaulted them. | 
| They knew My chiefeft Armes left Me, 
_ were thofe only, which the Ancient Chriftians 
_ were wont to ufe againit their Perfecutors , 
| Prayers and Teares. Thefe may fetve a good 
:} mans turne, ifnot to Conquer asa Souldier, 
| yetto fuffer as a Martyr. 

Their preventing ot Me, and furprizing my 
Caftles, Forts, Armes, and Navy, with the 

Militia, is fo farre beft for me, That it may 
drive mefrom putting any truft inthe arme 
of flefh, and wholly to caft my felf into the 
protection of the living God, who can fave 
by few, or none, as well as by many. 
_ He that made the greedy Ravens to be Elias 
Caterers, and bring him food, may alfomake 
their furprifall of outward force and defence: 
| anoppertunity to fhew me the fpeciall {uppore 
of his power and supe ees 
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Ithank God I reckon not:now the wart of 
the Militia (o-much inreference to My own| 
protection as My Peoples. om | 
Their many and fore oppreffions grieve Me, | 
Tam above My owne, what I. want in the 
hands of Force and Power, Thave in the wings 
of Faith and Prayer. | | 
But this is the {trange method thefe men will 
needs take to refolve their riddle of M aking Me 
i glorious King, by taking away my Kingly-| 
ower: Thus I {hall become af{upport to My 
Eriends , anda -Terrour to My Enemies by» 
being unableto fuccour the one; or fipprefie | 
the other. 
For thus have they defigned, and propofed | 
to Me, the new modelling of Soveraignty and || 
Kingthip, as without any reality of power,” or 
without any neceffity of fubjection and obedi- 
ence: That the Majefty of the Kings of Exg- || 
land might hereafter, hang like Maborsets 
Tomb, by a magnetique Charme,between the 
Power and Priviledges of the two Houfes; in 
an aicry imagination of Regality. ) 
But I believe the furfeit of too much Power, 
which fome men have greedily feized on, and 
now feek wholly to devour, will ere long make’ 
the Common-wealth fick both of it and them; 
fince they cannot well digeft it; Soveraigne 
Power in Subje@s feldome agreeing with the 
ftomacks of fellow Subjects. 
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. YetI have even inthis point of the conftant 
| Militia fought, by fatisfying their feares, and 
importunities, both to fecure My Friends, 

}and overcome Mine Enemies, - to gaine the 
| peace of all, by depriving My felfe of a fole 

/powerto help, or hurt any: yeilding the 24- 

| Litza (which is My undoubted Right no lefle 

| thanthe Crowne ) to be difpofed of as the two 

| Houfes fhall think fit, during My time. 

So willing am Ito bury all Jealonfies in 
them,of Me,and to live above all Jealoufies of 
them, asto My felf; I defire not to be fafer 
than [with them and My People; If Thad 
the fole actuall difpofing of the Mdiza, 1 
could not protect My People, further than 
} they protected Me, and them{elves : fo that 

the ufe of the M:/itia is mutuall. I would but 
defend My felf fo far, as to be able to defend 
My good Subje&s from thofe mens violence 
| and fraud, who con{cious to their owne evill 
| merits and defignes, will needs perfwade the 
| world, that: none but Wolves are fit to be 
| trufted with the cuftody of the Shepherd and 
his Flock. Miferable experience hath taught 
My Subjects, fince Power hath been wrefted 
from Me,and imployed againft Me & Them ! 
) that neither can be fafeif bothbe not in fuch 
| away asthe Law hath entrufted the publique 

fafery and. welfare. 
Yet even this Conceffion of Mine as to the 
| [ 3 CX€Le 
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exercife of the Militia, fo vaft and large, isnot I 
fatisfactory to fome men which feem tobe 
Enemies not to Me onely, but to all Monat- | 
chy; and are refolved to tranfmit to pofterity | 
fuch Jealoufies of the Crowne, as they fhould | 
Never perinit it to enjoy ‘its juft and neceffary 
Rights, in point of Power; to which (at batt) 
all Law is refolved, while thereby it is beft 
protected, | 
_ But here Honour and Juftice due to My | 
Succeffors, forbid Me to yeild to fuch a roralf’ | 
alicnation of that power from them, which ti- 
vility & duty(no leffe then juftice and honour) | 
thould have forbad them to have askedof Me. | 
For, although I can be content to Eclyple | 
My owne beames, to fatisfie their feares; wha | 
think they muft needs be fcorched or blinded, 
if I fhould fhine in the full luftre of Kingly 
Power, wherewith God and the Lawes have 
invefted Me: yet Iwill never confent to put 
out the Sun of Soveraignty to all Pofterity, 
and fucceeding Kings ; whofe juft recovery 
of their Rights ftom unjuft ufurpations and 
extortions, fhall never be prejudiced of ob- 
ftructed by any Act of Mine, which indeed 
would not be more injurious to fucceéding © 
Kings, than to My Subje&ss whom Idefire 
toleavein a condition not wholly defperate — 
for the future; foas bya Lawto beeverfliib- — 
jected to thofe many fattious diftradtions, 
) 3 which _ 
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wiwhich fnuft needs follow the many-headed 
| Hydra of Government: which as it makes a 
.| fhew to the People to have mote eyes to fore- 
fee ; fo they will find ic hath more mouthes 
too, which much be fatisfied: and (at beftyit 
hath rather a monftrofity, than any thing of 
| perfection, beyond that of right Monarchy ; 
;| where counfell may be in many asthe fenfes, 
| but the Supreme Power can be but iin One as 
_| the Head. 

i}. Happily where men have tried the horrours 
} and malignant influence which will certainly 
‘follow My enforced darknefle and Eclypfe; 


} of that body, which as the Moone receiveth its 
§ chiefeft light from Me) they will at length 
more eftecme and welcome the reftored glory 
and bleffing of the Suns light. 
_ And if at prefent I may feem by My rece- 
ding fo much from the ufe of My Right in the 
Power of the Militiz; to come {hort of the dif- 
charge of that truft to which lam fworne for 
My Peoples proteétion ; I conceive thofe meh 
| are guilty of the enforced perjuty,(if fo tt may 
| feemie ) whocompell Me totake thisnew and 
_ ftrange way of difchatging My tiuft, by feem- 
_ ingto defert it; of protecting My Subjects by 
_ expofing My felfto danger-or difhonour, for 
their fafery and quiet. 
Which in the conflits of Civill Warre and 

. | Poa ad- 


it 


'Coccafioned by the interpofition and fhadow 
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advantages of Power cannot be effeéted but 
by fome fide yeilding sto which the greateft 
love of the publique Peace; and ‘the firmeft 


affurance of Gods protection’ ( arifing froma ~ 


good confcience) doth mote invite Me, than 
can be expected from other mens fears 5 which 
arifing from the injuftice ‘of »their actions 
(though never fo fuccefsfull ) yet dare not ad- 
venture their Authours. upon any other way 
of fafery then that of the Sword and Militia ; 
which yet are but weak defences againft the 
firoaks of divine vengeance, which will over- 
take , or of mens owne Confciences, which al- 
waies attend injurious perpetrations. 

For My elf, I doe not think that I can want 
any thing which providentiall necefiity.is plea- 
fedto take from Me, in orderto My Peoples 
tranquillity and. Gods glory, whofe protecti- 
on is fufficient for me; and heis able by his 
being with Mc, abundantly to compenfate to 
Me,as he did to f-0b,what ever honour, power, 
or liberty the Caldeans, the Sabeans, or the 
Devill himfelf can deprive Me of. a 

Although they take from meall defence of. 
Armes and ¢%4iI:tia, all refuge by land, of 
Forts, and Caftles, all flight by Sea.in my 
Ships, and Navy; yea, though they ftudy to 
‘vob me of the Hearts of my’ Subjects, the 
greatcft Treafure and beft:ammunitian of a 
King, yet Cannot they deprive-meof my own 

oe innocency, 


: linnocency,, or Gods'mercy, nor obftruct my 
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|way to Fleaven. 


. Therefore, O af Ged, to thee I flie for help, if 
|| thou wilt be.on my fide, I fhall- have more with 
| me thers canbe againfe me. 


There inoue in Heaven, or it Earth, that I 
| defre: iu comparifon of thee : In the loffe of all, 
| be thon more than all to me: Make hajt to fuc- 
| cour me, thou that newer faileft them, that put 
their trisfh i in thee. 

‘Thon feeft Ihave no power to oppofe them that 


| come againft me, who are encouraged to fight un- 
| der the pretence of fighting form THE : 


But way eyes 


| are toward thee. 


Thou needeft no help, nor all I, if I may have 


{ thine, If not te conquer, yet at least to fuffer. 


Lf thon delightefi not in my fafety, and profpe- 


| rity, behold here 1am willing to be reduced to 


be all. 


what thou wilt have me . 


whofe Fuagments oft 


| begin with thy owne Children. . 


I am content tobe png that thou mayft 


Thou haft taught me, That no King can be [a- 
wed by the multitude of an Hoft , but. yet thou 
canst (ave me by the multitude of thy mercies, 
who art the Lord of Holts, and the Father of 
msercies. 

Help me, O Lord, who am fore aritreffed on 
every. fi ide, yet be thon on my fide, and I fhall 


not 
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not feare what man can doe unto tees, | 

Iwill give thy fuftice the glory of my dii| 

fof 
O let thy mercy have the glory of my delive| | 

sance from thers that perfecute rj Soule i : 

By my finnes have I fought againft thee, am’) 
robbed thee of thy glory, who amthy fubject, an 
jaftly miayft thav, by my owne Subjects, firip mi. 
of my ftrength,and eclypfe my glory. 

But fhew thy felf, 0 my hopesand ontly veface!| 
Let not mine enemtes'[ay, There ts no help for) 
bins in his God. 

Hold up my goings in thy paths; that my foots 

Jreps flip not. | 

Keep me as the apple of thine eye; bide me wn-| 
Aer the fhadow of thy witgs: 

Shew thy marveilows loving kindweffe, O thin 
shat [aveft by thy right hand théne vhat put their 
trast in thee, from shofe that rife mp against 
bhens. 

From the wicked that oppreffe me, [row my 
deadly enemies that copa me about, 

Shew methe path of life. In thy prefence ws 

fulnc(fe of j0), at thy rizht hand there are plea- 


[ures for evermore. 


11. Upon 


: 
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Hi. ‘Upon the 19. Propofitions firf 


| sent tothe Kine : and more 
) i afterwards. 


Lehough ‘there be many things, they 
A detiand, yet if thefe be all, Lam elad 


i 
to fee at what price they fer My owne 
"\fefery, and My Peoples peace’ which I can: 
"not think I buy at too deate a rate fave onely 
| the patting with My Confcience & Honout. 
"Tf nothing ‘elfe will fatisfie, I ruft chute ta- 
| ther tobe as miferable, and inglorious, as My 
‘enemies Can make or wifh me. ; 
Sothe things héré propounded to Me have 
i been offered by Mé; Ochei’s are cafily brane 
ted, The reft (I think) ought not to be Obtru- 
| ded upon Me, withthe point of the Swords 
nor urged with the injuries of a Wart; when 
|Thave already declated that I cannot yeild to 
them, without violating My Conleience « "is 
 ftrange, there canbe no method 6F peace, But 
by making warre upoh My foulé: 
Here are many things requited of Me, but I 
fee nothing offer'd to Me,by the way of prate- 
| full exchange of Honour; of any réquitall 
| for chofe favouts, I have, ot can Yer gti 
pshem, | 
This Honour they doé Mée, to put Mee 


on 


>: 


. But to bind my felf toa general and impli- 
; Be cite 
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on the giving part, which is more princely an} | 


divine. They«cannot aske more than ¥ cq 


give, may I but referve to My felf the Incom™ 
municabte Jewell of my Confcience : and nell 
be forced to part with that, whofe loffe nol 


thing can repaire or requite. 


Some things (which they are pleafed to pro 


pround) feeme unieafonable to me, and whil 


have any Maftery ofmy Reafon, how carl 


they think I can confent to them 2 Who know 
they are fuch as are inconfiftent: with being 


either a King, ora good. Chriftian, My yeil-| 
ding fo much (as I Have already) makes fome 


men confident | will deny nothing. 


The love Ihave of my Peoples peace, hath! 
(indeed)great influence upon me; bat the love 


of Truth, and inward peace hathmore. 

Should I grant fome things they require, 
Should not fo much weaken my outward ftate 
of a King ; as wound that inward quiet of my 
Confcience, which ought to be, is, and ever 


fhallbe (by Gods grace) dearer to me then | 


my Kingdomes. , 


Some things which a King might approve, 


I 


a 


\ 
a 


yet in Honour and Policy areat {ome time to 
be denied, to fome men, left he fhould feeme. 


not to dare to deny any thing; and give too 


much incouragement: to untéafonable de. 
mands, or importunities. 
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cite confent, to what ever they fhall defire, 
pr propound, (for fuch is one of their Propofi- 
ions) were fuch a latitude of blind obedience, 
Jas never was expected from any Free-man,nor 
Jitto be required ofany man, much lefle'ofa 
[King, by His own Subjects ; any of whom he 
Jnay poffibly: exceed as much in wifdome;, as 
He dorh in place and power. i 

ajo This were as if Sampfon fhould have con- 
fented, not only to binde his own hands, and 
cut off his haire,‘butto put out his own eyes, 
that the Philjfins might with the more fate- 
hy mock, and: abufe. him; which they chofe 
rather to doe; then quite to deftroy him, when 
ihe was become fo tamevan object, and fit occa- 
2 for their {port and fcorne. | 
Certainly, toexciude all power of deniall, 
Weemes anarrogancy, leaft of all becomming 
‘Tthofe who. pretend to make their addreffes in 
Jan humble and loyall way of petitioning ; who 
Mby that fufficiently confeffe their owne infe- 
Hriority, which obligeth them to reft., if not 
ate yet quieted with fuch.an an{wer as 


OW 


ile 
y 


Tthe will and reafon of their Superiour thinkes 
Wit to give ; who is acknowledged to havea 
Vfrcedome and power of Reafon,to Content, or 
WDislent, el{e it were very foolith and abfurd to 
Sask, what another having not liberty to deny, 
#neither hath power to grant. 

Bur ifthisbe My Right belonging to Me, 


in 


a. 
| 
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in Reafon, as a Man, and in Honourasa Sows 
raign King,(as undoubtedly it dathyhowean / 
be other then extream injury to-confine m 
Reafon toa neceffity of granting all they hay 
a mind to.ask,whofe minds may be as differin; 
from Mine both in Reafon & Honour, as thei! 
aims may be,and their qualities are; which laf) 
God & theLaws have fufficiently diftinguitht 
making me their Soveraign,and them my Sub} 
je&ts ; whofe Propofitions may foon prov 
violent oppofitions, if once they gain to be ne 
ceflary impofitions uponthe Regal! Author. 
ty. Since noman feekes to limit and confine 
his King, in Reafon, who hath nor a fecret 
aime tofhare with him, or ufurp upon him in 
Power and Dominion, 
But they would have me truft to their mode-} 
ration,& abandon mine own difcretion,thar fo | 
I might verifie what reprefentations fome have | 
made of me tothe world, that lam fitter tq | 
be their Pupill then their Prince. Truly I am | 
not fo stink dat of my own fufficiency, as nor | 
willingly to admit the Counfell of others: 
But yet Tam not fo diffident of my felfe, as 
brutifhly to fubmic to any mens dictates, and 
at once to betray the Soveraignty of Reafon in 
my Soul, and the Majefty of my own Crown 
to any of my Subjects. | 
Leaft ofall have I pe pe of credulity, 


to induce me fully co fubmit to all the defires 


+ of 
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Nofthofe men, who will not admit or doe re- 
fate, and neglect to vindicate the freedome of 
their own and others, fitting and voting in 
)Parliament. 
) Befides, all men that know them, know 
‘Wthis, how young States-men (the moft part) 
Nofthefe propounders are; fo that, till experi- 
lence of one feven years hath fhewed me, hoe 
well they can Governe themfelves, and fo 
ifmuch power asis wrefted from me, I fhould 
‘}be-very foolith ‘indeed, and unfaithful, in my 
i) Truft,co put the reins of both Reafon andGo- 
vernment, wholly out of my own, into their 
iWhands, whofe driving is already too much like 
Febues; and whofe forwardnefle to afcend 
the throne of Supremacy pretends more of 
Medsctos then of Phebus , God divert the Omen 
lif ic be his will. 
1) They may remember, that at beft they ficin 
i) Parliament, as my Subjects, not my Superti- 
ours; called to be my Counfellours , not 
) Dictatours : Their Summons extends to re- 
‘}commend their advice, not to.command my 
‘WDuty. - 
‘}) When I firtt heard of Propofitions tobe fent 
) Me, expected cither fome good Lawes, which 
) had been antiquated by the courfe of time, or 
) overlayd by the corruption of manners, had 
| been defired to a reftauration of their vigour 
and due execution; or: fome evill cuftomes 
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preterlegall, and. abufes perfonall had been ti 
be removed: or fome: injuries. done by M§ 
felfe , and others, to the Common-weale!f 
were to be repaired:or fome equable offerture|], 
“were to be tendred to Me, wherein the advan} 
tages of My Crowne being confidered by} 
them, might fairly induce Me to condifcend} 
to what tended to My Subje&s good, with-| 
out any great diminution of My felfe, whom} 
nature, Law, Reafon; and Religion, bind Me} 
(ia the firft place) to preferve : without which,| 
"tis impoflible to preferve My People accor: 
ding to My Place. 

Or (at leait) I looked for fuch moderate 
defires of due Reformation of what was (ine | 


| 
‘a! 


“deed )amiffe in Church and State, as might | 


{till preferve the foundation and efféntialls of | 
Government in both ; not fhake and’ quite’: | 
verthrow either of them, without any regard | 
to the Lawes in force, the wifdome and piety || 
of former Parliaments, the ancient and. unk | 
verfall practife of Chriftian Churches; the 
Rights and. Priviledges of particular men?) 
‘Nor yet any thing offered in lieu, or inthe! 


roome of what muft be deftroyed} » which 


might at once reach the good end. of the o- 
thers Inftitution,and alfo fupply its pretended 
defects, reforme its abufes, and fatisfie fober 
and wife men, not with foft and fpecious 
words , pretending zeale and fpeciall a 

us. 
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Pbat with pregnant and folid teafons both di- 
Weine and humane, which might juttifie the 
Pabruptnefle.and neceflity of fuch vaft altera- 
Wiions.. 

@ Burin all their Propofions I can ob ferve 1. 

Plitcle of thefe kinds, or to thefe ends : Nothing | 

Pofany Laws dif-jointed, which are to be re- nm). 

‘Pitored ; of any right invaded ; of any juftice to | | 

poe un-obftructed , of any compenfations te De 

)>e made; of any impartiall.reformation to I 

. P granted; toall, orany of wh’ch, Reafon, 

‘PReligion, true Policy, or any other humane - 

one might induce me. 

4 Butas to the maine matters propounded by 
Whem at any time, in which is either great no- 
velty, or difficulty. I perceive thar what were 
lormerly look’d upon as Factions in the State, 
jind Sch'fmes in the Church, and fo, pun fh- 
fable by the Lawes, have now the confidence, 
oy vulgar clamours,and affiftance (chiefly ) to 
demand not onely Tolerations of themfelves, 
jin their vanity, novelty, and confufion , but 
falfo Abolition of the Lawes againft them: 
jand atotall extirpation of that Government, | 
whofe Rights they have a mind to invade. iq 
| This, astothe maine, other Propofi ions a 
are (for the moft part) but as wafte paper in 
which thofe are wrapped up to prefent them 
fomewhat more handfomely. 


Nor due] fo much wonder at the variety, 
G and 
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and horrible novelty of fome Propofitions, 
(there being nothing fo monftrous, which} 
fome fancies are not prone to long for,) 
This cafts me into, not an admiration, but | 
an extafie, how fach things fhould have the 
fortune to be propounded in the name of the | 
two Houfes of the Parliament of England : | 
among whom, I am very confident, there was 
not a fourth part of the Members of either 
Houle, whofe judgments free, fingle, and a- 
pate did approve or defire fuch deftructive 
changes inthe Government of the Church. 
Iam perfwaded there remaines in farre the 
Major part of both Houfes, (if free, and full } 
fo much Learning, Reafon, Religion, and jut 
moderation, as to know howto foves between | 
the uie and the abufe of things; the inftitu- 


_ tion, and rhe corruption, the Government and _| 


the Mif- government, the Primitive Patterns, 
and the aberrations or blottings of after Co- 
pies. 

Sure they could not all, upon fo little, or no, 
Reafon (as yet produced to the contrary) fo 
{oon renounce all regard to the Laws ia force, 
to antiquity, to the piety of their reforming 
Progenitors, to the profperity of former times 
in this Church and State, under the prefent 
Government of the Church. | i 

Yet, by a ftrange fatality, rhefe men fuffer, 
eithes by their abfence, or filence, ornegli- 
gence, 
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gence, or fupine credulity (believing that all is 
good, which is guilded with thewes of Zeale 
and Reformation ) their private diffenting. in 
| Judgement to be drawne into the common 
fewer or ftreame of the prefent vogue and 
*— humour, which hath its chief rife and abet- 
} ment fromthofe popular clamours and Tu- 
aj. mules: which ferved to give life and ftrength 
to the infinite activity of thofe men, who ftu- 
‘ died with all diligence,and policy, to improve 
‘§ to their Innovating defignes, the prefent di- 
firactions. 

| Such Armies of Propofitions having fo 
| little, in My Judgment, of Reafon, Juftice, and 
' Religion on their fide, as they had Tumule 
and FaGtion for their rife, muft not go alone, 
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'® but ever be backt and feconded, with Armies 
4 of Soldiers: Though the fecond fhould pre- 
') vaile againft My. Perfon, yet the firft fhall ne- 
} ver overcome Me, further than I fee canfe; 
) for, Tlook not‘ at their number and power fo 
} much, as I weigh their Reafon and Juftice. 

| Had thetwo Hones firft fued our their li- 
1 very, and once effectually redeemed them- 
{elves from the Wardfhip of the Tumults; 
) (which can be no other than the Hounds that 
| attend the cry, and hollow of thofe Men, who 
} hunt after Factious, and private Defignes, to 
| the ruine of Church and State. ) 

| Did My judgment tell Me, that the Rropo- 
| G 2 fitions 
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fitions fent to Me were the Refults.of the Ma- 
jor part of their Votes, who exercife their free- 
dome,as wellas they haye a right to fit in Par- | 
fiament: I fhould then fulpect My own juidg- | 
ment, fornot {peedily aad fully concurring | 
with every one of them. ? : 

For, [have charity enough to think; there 
are wife men among them: and humility to 
think, that, as in fome things I may want; fo 
‘tis fit I fhould ufe their adyife, which is the 
end for which J called them toa Parliament. 
But yet I cannot allow their wifdomefucha 
compleatneffe and jnerrability as to exclude 
My felf; fince none of them hath that part to 
Ac, that Truft to difcharge, nor that Eftate 
and Honour topreferve as My felfe; without 
whofe Reafon concurrent with theirs (as the 
Suns influence is neceffary in all natures pro- 
dustions ) they cannot beget, orbring forth 
any one compleat and authoritative AG of 
publique wifdome, which makes the Lawes. 

But the nnreafonableneffe of fome Propofi- 
tions is not more evident to Me than this is, 
That they are not the joynt and free defires 
of thofe in their Major number, who are of 
right ro Sit and Vote in Parliament, 

For, many of them favour very ftrong of 
that ald Jeaven of Innovations, masked under 
the name of Reformation ; (which in My two 
Jalt famous Predeceffours daies, heaved 
an 
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) and fometime threatned both Prince and Par- 


ee i 


liaments: ) But, I am fure was never wont fo 
far to infeé& the whole mafle of the Nobility 
and.Gentty of this Kingdome; however it 
difperfed among the Vulgar: Nor was it 


likely fo fuddenly to taynt the Major part of 


both Houfes, as that they fhould unanimoutly 
defire, and affe& fo enormous and dangerous 


_ innovations in Church and State; contrary to 


their former education, practife, and judge- 
Ment. | oe 

Not that {am ignorant, how the'chioice of 
many Memibers was carried by much faction 
in the Countries ; fome thirfting after nothing 
more, than a paffionate revenge of what ever 
difpleafure they had conceived againit me, 
my Court,or the Clergy. re 

But all Reafon bids me impute thefe fudden 
and vaft defires of change to thofe few, who 
armed themfelves with the many-headed, and 


. many-handed Tumults. 


No leffe doth Reafon, Honour, and Safety 
both of Church and State command me, to 
chew fuch morfels, before I let them downe ; 
If the ftraitneffe of my Confcience will not 
give me leave to {wallow down fuch Camels, 
as others doe of Sacriledge, and injuftice both 
to God and man, they have no more caufe to 
quarrell with me, than for this,that my throat 


is not fo wide as. theirs. Yet by Gods help 1 
te am 
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am refolved, That nothing of paffion, or pee- 
vifhnefle, or lift to contradiét, or vanity to 
fhew.my negative power, fhall have any byas } 
upon my judgment, to make me gratifie my | 
will, by denying any thing, which my Rea- | 
fon and Confcience commands me not. 

Nor on the other fide, will I confentto more 
than Reafon, Juftice, Honour, and Religion | 
perfwade me, to be for Gods glory;the Chur- 
ches good, my Peoples welfare,and my owne 

cace. 

E will ftudy to fatisfie my Parliament, and 
my People ; but I will never,for feare, or flat- 
tery, gratifieany Faction, how potent foever 3 
for this were to nourifh the difeafe, & oppreffe 
the body. 

Although many mens loyalty and prudence 
are terrified from giving me, that free, and 
Faithfull counfell, which they are able and 
willing to impart, and I may want; yet none 
can hinder me from craving of the’ counfell of 
that mighty Counfellour, who can both fug- 
geft whatis beft, and incline my heart fted- 
faftly to follow it. 


O thou firft and eternal Reafon, whofe wifdome 
ws fortified with omnipotency, furnifh thy Ser- 
vant, firft with cleare difcoveries of Trath, 
Reafon, and Puftice, in My Underflanding : 
then fo confirme My will and refolution to adhere 
40 


——. 
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$0 them, that no terronrs, injuries, OF oppreSions 
of my Entmies may ever inforce me against thofé 


sles, which thou by thew baft planted im My 


Confcience. 
Thon never madeft me a King, that I fhoula 


: be leffe than a Man ; and not dare to fay, Yea, or 
| Nay, aI fee canfe ; which freedome Hot de- 
| nied to the meaneft creature, that hath the ufe of 
| Reafon, and liberty of (beech. 


Shall that be blameable in Me, which w come 
mendable veracity and constancy tn others? 
Thon [eet O Lord, with what partiality, ana 
injuftice, they deny that frecdome to Me their 
Kino, which Thou haft givento all Men , ana 
which Themfelves pertinacionly challenge to 


themfelves 5 while they are fotender of the leaft 


breach of their privileges. 


| | To Theel make say fupplication, who cant - 
guide us by an nnerring rule, through thy per- 


plexed Labyrinths of our owne thoughts, and 0- 
ther mens propofalls ; which, I have (ome caufe 
so fufpect, are purpofely caft as (nares, that by 
My granting or denying them, 1 might be more 
entangled in thofe difficulties, wherewith they 
liein wait to afflict Me. 
o Lord, make thy way plaine before Me. 
Let not My owne finfull pafsons cloud, or di- 
veri thy facred fugceftions. qs 
Let thy glory be my end, thy word wy rale, and 
then thy will be done. 
G 4 ok 
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I cannot pleafe all, I care not to ctl [ome 
men; If I may behapty to pleafet ce,l need nop. 
feare whom I aifpleafe. | | 
Thou that makeft the wifdome of the world | 
Foolfhnefe, and takeft in their ovme devices, 
such as are wife intheir owne concerts, make me 
wife by thy Truth, for thy honour, my Kingdoms | 
| general good, and my owne foules falvation,and | 
1a I fball not much regard the worlds opinion, or 
i) diminution of me. | 
The leffe wifdome they. are willing to impute to 
we, the more they fhall be convinced of tf 1. wif- 
dome directing me, while I deny nothing fit to be 
granted, out of crofneffe, or humour 5 nor grant 
any thing which is to be denica, out of any feare, 
or flattery of men, 

Suffer me not to be guilty, or unhappy, by wit- 
ling or inconfiderate advancing any mens de- 
fignes, which are injurious tothe publique good, 
while I confirme them by my confent. 

Nor let me be any eccafionto hinder or defraud 
the publique of what is bef, by any morofe or pers 
werfed flentings. 

CMake me [o humbly charitable, as to follors 
their advife, when it appeares to be for the pub- 
Lique good, of whofe affections te me, Ihave yet 
but few evidences to affure Me. 

j Thou canft as well blelfe honeft errours, as blaft 
a fravdalent counfells, : 
a bi Since we must ELVE. An Account of every evill 
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| and idle word in private, at thy Tribunal, Lord 
\make me carefull of thofe folenene Declarations 
of my mind which are like to. have the greateft 
influence nmponthe Publique, either for woe, or 
iweale, , ie 3 ti 
| Theleffe others confider what they aske, make Vi 
me the more folicitous what I anfwer. 
| Thongh Mine owne, and My Peoples pre{fures 
are grievous, and peace would be very pleafing ; | 
yet Lord, never. fuffer Me to avoid the one, or 
purchafethe other, with the leaft expenfe or waft 
| of my Confcience; whereof thon O Lord onely 
art defervedly, more Mafter than My felf, 


12. Upon the ‘Rebellion,and troubles 
| awrlreland. 
“He Commotions in Ireland were fo 

fudden , and; fo violent, that it was 
hard at firft either to difcerne the rife, 
|or-apply a remedy to that precipitant, Re- 
| bellion. 
| Indeed, that fea of bloud, which hath there A 
| been cruelly and barbaroufly fhed, is enough | 
| todrowne any man in eternall both infamy i, 
-and mifery, whom God fhall find the malici- 
ous Authour or Inftigator of its effufion. 

Tr fell out, asa moft unhappy advantage to 


| fome mens malice againft me, that when they 
| had 
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had impudence enough to lay any thing tc) 
my charge, this bloudy opportunity fhoulci 
be offered them, with which muft be afper-# 
fed. Although there was nothing which couldi| 
be more abhorred to me, being fo full of fing: 
againit God, difloyalty tomy felfe, and de-j: 
ftructive to my Subjects. D 
Some men took it very ill not to be belie-: 
ved, when they affirmed, that what the Infh 
Rebels did, was done with my privity (at 
leaft) if not by my Commiffion: But thefe 
knew too well, that it is no news for fome of| 
my Subjects to fight, not onely without my} 
Commiffion, but againft my Command, and 
Perfontoo ; yet all the while to pretend, they }; 
fight by my Authority, and for my Safety. | 
: 


I would to God the Jrifh had nothing to 
alledge for their imitation againft thofe, whofe | 
blame muft needs be the greater,by how much | 
Proteftant Principles are more againft all 
Rebellion againft Princes, then thofe of Pa- | 
pifts. Nor will the goodneffe of mens intenti- 
ons excufe the {candall, and contagion of their | 
Examples. 

But who ever faile of their Duty toward 
me, Imaft bear the blame; this Honour my 
Enemies have alwaies done me, to think mo- _ 
derate injuries not proportionate to me, nor” 
competent trialls, either of my patience under 
them, er my pardon of them. 7 
| There- 
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Therefore with exquifite malice they have 
mixed the gall and vinegar of falfity and 
#contempt, with the cup of my Affliction , 
‘Charging me not only with untruths,but fuch, 
as wherein I have the greateft fhare of loffe 
jand difhonour by what ts committed ; where- 
9y (inall Policy, Reafon, and Religion, ha- 
Wing leaft caufe to give the leaft confent, and 
moft grounds of utter deteftation) I might be 
reprefented by them to the world the more in- 
Hhumane and barbarous: Like fome Cyclo- 
pick monfter, whom nothing will ferve to eat 
and drink, but the flefhand blood of my own 
poubyects , in whofe common welfare my inte- 
eft liesas much asfome mens doth in their 
Sperturbations : who think they cannot doe 
well buc in evill times, nor fo cunningly asin 
laying the odinm of thofe fad events on others, 
wherewith themfelves are moft pleafed, and 
whereof they have been not the leaft occa- 
Gon. ) 
And certainly, tis thought by many wife 
fo that the prepofterous rigour , and unrea- 


——, a 


fonable feverity, which fome men carried be- 
fore them in Exgland, was not the leaft incen- 
ie that kindled, and blew up into thofe hor- 
rid flames, the fparkes of difcontent, which 
wanted not pre-difpofed fewell for Rebellion 
in Ireland, where defpaire being added to their 
former difcontents, and the feares of utter ex- 
‘ tirpation 


o 
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titpation to their wonted oppreffions; it wali 


eafieto provoke to an open Rebellion; a peg 
ple prone enough, to break ont to all exorbi} 


Religion, and the naturall defires of liberty 
both to exempt themfelves from their prefenifn 
reftraints, and to prevent thofe after rigours;f} 


wherewith they faw themfelves apparently 
threatned, by the covetous zeal, and ‘uncha- 
ritable fury of fome men, who think ita great} 
Argument of the trath of their Religion, to} 
endure no other but their own: 


God knowes, as I can with Truth wath my} 


hands in Innocency, as to any guilt in that Re- | 
bellion; fo I might wafh them in my Teares,as' 
tothe fad apprehenfions I had,to {ee it {pread | 
fo farre, and make fuch wafte. And this ina 

time, when diftra@tions, and jealoufies here in| 


‘ 
cant violence, both by fome Principles of theif! 
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England, made moft men rather intent to theif 


own fafety, or defignes they were driving; 


then to the relief of thofe, who were every day | 
inhumanely butchered in Ireland? Whofe | 
teares and bloud might, ifnothing elfe, have || 
quenched, or at leaft for atime, reprefled and | 


{mothered thofe fparks of Civill difféntions, 


and Jealoufies, which in England fome men |} 


moft induftrioufly fcattered. 


I would to God no man had been leffe af | 


fected with Irelands fad cftate then my. felf; 
loffered to goe my felfin Perfon upon that 
CX 
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@xpedition ; But fome men were either afraid 
i#{ fhould have any one Kingdome quieted ; or 
oath they were to fhoot at any mark here leffe 
@hen my felf; or that any fhould have the glo- 
ry of my deftruction but themfelves. Had 
my many offers been accepted, Iam con- 
ident neither the ruime had been fo great’, 
nor the calamity fo long, nor the remedy fo, 
defperate. 

So that, nextto the fin of thofe, whobe- 
gan that Rebellion, theirs mufts needs be: 
who either hindred the fpeedy {uppreffing of 
it by Domeftick diffentions, or diverted 
the Aides, or exafperated the Rebells to the 
wmoft defperate refolutions and actions, by 
threatning all extremities, not only to the 
known heads, and chief incendiaries, but even 
ito the whole community of that Nation; 
}Refolving to deftroy Root and Branch, memy, 
women and children; without any regard to 
Wthofe ufuall pleas for mercy, which:Conque- 
Hrours, not wholly barbarous, are wont to hear 
hftom their own breafts, in behalf of thofe, 

'whofe oppreflive faces, rather then their ma- 
jlice, engaged them; or whofe imbeciliry for 
Sex and Age was fuch, as they could neither 
lift up a hand againft them,nor diftinguith be- 
tween theirright hand and their left ; Which 
ptepofterous, and (J think ) un-evangelicall 
'Zealig too like that of the rebuked Me al i 
| who 
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who would goe no lower in their revenge, then 
to call for firefrom Heaven upon whole Ci- | 
ties, forthe repulfe or negle& of a few ; or like © 
that of Facebs fons, which the Father both bla- 
med and curfed: chufing rather to ufeallex- 
tremites, which might drive men to defperate 
obftinacy , then to apply moderate remedies ; 
fuch as might punifh fome with exemplary 
Juftice, yet difarme others, with tenders of 
mercy upon their fubmiffion, and our protecti- 
on of them,from the fury of thofe, who would 
foon drown them, if they refufed to fwim | 
down the popular ftream with them. 

But fome kind of Zeale counts all mercifull 
moderation, luke-warmneffe,and had rather be 
cruell then counted cold, and is not feldome 
more greedy to kill the Bear for his skin, then 
for any harme he hath done. The confifcation 
ofmens eftates being more beneficiall, then 
the charity of faving their lives, or reforming 
their Errours. 

When all proportionable fuccours of the 
poor Proteftants in Ireland (who were daily 
maflacred , and overborne with numbers of 
now defperare Enemies) was diverted and ob- 
ftructed here; I was earneftly entreated, and 
generally advifed by the chief of the Prote- 
ftant party there, to get them fome refpite and 
breathing by aceffation, without which they 


faw no probability (unleffe by miracle) to pre- 
{erve 
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-ferve the remnant that had yet efcaped: God 
_ knowes with how much commiferation and 
» folicitous caution [carried on that bufineffe, 


by.perfons of Honour and Integrity, that fo I 
might neither incourage the Rebells Infolence, 
nor difcourage the Proteftants Loyalty and 
Patience. 

Yet whenthis was effected in the beft fort, 
that the neceffiry and difficulty of affaires 
would then permit, I was then to fuffer again 
in my reputation and Honour, becaufe I fuffe- 
red notthe Rebels utterly to devour the re- 


© maining handfuls of the Proteftants there. 


Ithought, that in all reafon, the gaining of 
that refpite could not be fo much tothe Re- 
bels advantages ( which fome have highly ca- 
lumniated againft me) as it might have been 


- for the Proteftants future, as well as prefent 


fafety ; If during thetime of that Ceffation, 
fome men had had the grace to have laid Ire- 
lands fad condition more to heart; and laid 
afide thofe violent motions, which were here 
carried on by thofe, that had better skill to 
Jet bloud than to ftanch it. 

But in allthe mifconftructions of my acti- 
ons, ( which are prone to find more credulity 
in men to what is falfe, and evill, than love or 
charity to what is true and good) as 1 have no 
Judge but God above me, fo I can have com* 


fort ta appeale to his ammnifcience, who doth | 


not 
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not therefore deny my Innocence, becaufe he | 
is pleafed fo farre to try my patience, as he did — 
his fervant fod’s. oan a 

I have enough to-doe to look tomy owne | 
Confcience, and the faithfull difcharge of my |} 
Truft as a Kine; T have {carce leifure to con- 
fider thofe fwarmes of reproaches, which iflue 
out of fome mens mouthes and hearts, as ¢a- 
fily as fmoke, or {parks doe out of afornace ; 
Much leffe to make fuch prolix Apologies, as 
might give thofe men fatisfaction: who con- 
{cious to their owne depth of wickednefle, are 
loath to believe any man not to be as bad as 
themfelves. 

Tis Kingly to doe well, and heare ill: If T 
can but a@ the one, I fhall not much regard to. 
beare the other. 

I thank GodIcan heare with patience, as 
bad as my worft enemies can falfly fay. And I 
hope I fhall ftill doe better than they defire, 
or deferve 1 fhould. 

I believe it will aclaft appear, that they who 
firft beganto embroyle my other Kingdomes, | 
are in great part guilty, if not of the firft let- 
ting out, yet of the not-timely ftopping thofc 
horrid effufions of bloud in Jreland. 

Which (whatever my Enemies pleafe to fay, 
or thinke) I looke upon, as that of my other 
Kingdomes, exhaufted out of my owne veins ; 
noman being fo much weakned by it, al 

Cire 5 
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 felfe; And I hope, though mens unfatiable 
 eruelties never will,yet the mercy of God will 
at length fay to his juftice, Jt # enough; and 

command the Sword of Civill Warres to 
fheath ic felf : his mercifull juftice intending, I 
truft, not our utter confufion, but our cure ; 
the abatement of our finnes,not the defolating 
of thefe Nations. 


O ney God, let thofe infinite mercies prevent us 
once againe, which Land my Kingdomes have 
formerly abufed, and can never deferve, fhonid 
be reftored. 

Thou (eeft how much cruelty among Chriftians 
us acted under the colour of Religion; as if we 
could not be Chriftians, unleffe we cructfie oné 
‘Another, OLN | 

Becanfe we have wot more loved thy Trath, 
and practiced in charity, thou haft {affered a S pix 
vit of Errour and bitternelfejof mutuall and mor- 
tall hatredtorife among ws. suite eke 
_ O Lord, forgive wherein we have finned, and 
fanctifie what we have fuffered. 

Let our Repentance be our recovery, as oer 
great finnes have been ourruine, =| 
- Let not the miferies I and my Kingdomes have 
hitherto fuffered feeme [mall to thee: but make 
oir fins appeare to our confciences, as they are ré- 
prefented in the glalfe of thy judgments ; for thox 
never punifheft (mall failings with fo fevere af- 

flict iONS . fel Q 
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O therefore, according to the multitude of thy 
great mercies, pardon our finnes, and remove | 
thy judgements which are very many, and very | 
heavy. 

Tet let our finnes be ever more grievous to us, 
than thy judgments ; and make us more willing | 
to repent, than tobe relieved . firft give ws the | 
peace of penitent con{ciences, and then the tran- 
quillity of united Kingdomes. 

In the fea of our Saviours bloud drowne our 


finnes, and through this red fea of our own blond 


bring us at last toa fate of piety, peace, and | 
plenty. 

As my publique relations to all, make Me hare 
in all My Subjects fufferings ; [0 give Me fuch a 
piows fenfe of then,as becomes a Chriftian Kine, 
and a loving Father of -My People. 

Let the (candalows and umnft reproaches caft 
apon Me, be as a breath, more to kindle way com- 
pasion 5 Give me grace to heap charitable coles 
of fire upon their heads to melt them, whofe ma- 
lice or cracll Zeale hath kindled, or hindred the 
quenching of thofe flames, which have fo muck 
walled my three K inedomes. 

Orefcuc and afift thofe poore Proteftants in 
Treland, whom thon haft hitherto preferved. 

Aid lead thofe ia the waies of thy faving 
Truths, whofeignorance or ervonrs have filled 
them with rebellious and deftrustive principles + 
which they act under an opinion, That they doe 
thee good fervice. Let 
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Let the hand of thy juftice be againft thofe,who 
malicioufly aud defpitefully have raifed, or fo- 
mented thofe cruel and de(perate Warres. 

Thon that art far from deftroying the Innocent 
with the Guilty, and the Erroneous with the Ma- 
licious ; Thowthat hadft pity en Niniveh for 
the many Children that were therein, give not 
overthe whole {tock of that populous and fedu- 
ced Nation, tothe wrath of thofe, whofe cove- 
toufnelfe makes them cruel; nor to their anger, 
which is too fierce, and therefore juftly curfed. 

Preferve, if it be thy will, inthe midft of the 


- fornace of thy fevere juftice a Posterity, which 


may praife thee for thy mercy. 
| And deale with Me, not according to mans un- 
just veproaches, but according to the Innocency 
of my hands in thy fight. 

If Ihave defired, er delighted in the wofull 


day of my Kingdomes. calamities, if Ihave not 


earnestly ftudied,and faithfully endeavoured the 
preventing and compofing of thefe bloudy ai- 
ftraétions , then let thy hand be against me, and 
my Fathers houfe. O Lord, thou feest I have 
enemies enough of men, as I need not, fo 1 fhould 
not dare thus to wmprecate thy curfe on me and 
mine, if my Confctence did not wituelfe my inte- 
erity, which thono Lord knowest right well; 
But I truft not to my owne merit, but thy mercies, 
[pare us O Lord, and be not angry with us for 
ever. 

H 2 13. Upon 
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13. Upon the Calling in of the Scots, | 


and their Comming. 


He Scots are a Nation, upon whom I | 

( have not onely common ties of Na- 

ture, Soveraignty, and Bounty, with 
My Father of blefled memory ; but alfo fpe- 
ciall and late obligations of favours, having 
eratified the active Spirits among them fo | 
farre, that I feemed to many, to prefer the de- | 
fires of that Party, before My owne intereft 
and Honour. Bur, I fee, Royall bounty em- | 
boldens fome men to aske, and aét beyond all | 
bounds of modefty and gratitude. 3 

My charity, and Act of Pacification, forbids 
Me to reflect on former paflages; wherein I 
fhall ever be farre from Jetting any mans in- 
gratitude, or inconftancy, make Me repent of 
what I granted them, for the publique good : 
I pray God it may fo prove. 

The comming againe of that Party into © 
Eagland, withan Army, onely to conforme 
this Church to their late New modell, cannot ~ 
but feeme as unreafonable,as they would have — 
thought the fame meafure offered from hence 
to tl enfelves. : - 

Other errand Icould never underftand, ~ 


es 


they had, (befides thofe common and vulgar © 
flourifhes . 
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flourifhes for Religion and Liberty) fave only 
to confirme the Presbyterian Copy they had 
- fet , by making this Church to write after 
them, though it were in bloudy Characters. 

Which defigne and end , whether ir will 
 juftifie the ufe of fueh violent meanes, before 
_the divine Juftice: Ileave to their Confeien- 
ces to judge, who have already felt the mifery 
~of the meanes, but not reaped the benefit of 
the end, cither in this Kingdome, or thar. 

Such knots and crofnefle of grain be- 
ing objected here, as will hardly fuffer that 
forme which they cry up, as the only juft re- 
formation , and {etling of Government and 
Diicipline in Churches, to go on fo fmoothly 
here, asit might doein Stotland , and was by 
them inaagined would have done in England, 
when fo many of the Ezglifh Clergy, through 
levity , or difcontent , if no worte paffion, 
fuddenly quitted their former engagements 
_ to Epifcopacy, and faced about to ther Pref 
bytery. 

‘Tt cannot but feeme either paffion, or fome 
‘felf-fecking, more then true Zeal, and pious 
~Difcretion, for any forraigne State or 
~ Church to prefcribe fuch medicines only for 
others, which themfelves have ufed, rather 
fucceflefully then commendably , not confi- 
dering that the fame Phyfick on different con- 
ftitutions, will have different operations ; That 
| | #3 may 
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may kill one, which doth but cnre ano- | 


ther. 


Nor do I know any fuch tough and malig-_ 
nant humours in the conftitution of theExgl:f/h | 


Church , which gentler applications ‘then 
thofe of an Ary, might not eafily have re- 


moved: Nor is it fo proper to hew out religi-. } 


ous Reformations by. the Sword, as to po- 
lith them by faire and equall difputations a- 
mong thofe that are moft concerned in the 
differendes, whom not force, but Reafon 
ought to convince. 


But their defign now, feemed rather to cut 


off all difputation here, ‘then to procure a fair 

and equall one: For, it was concluded there, 
thatthe Engel: fh Clergy muft conforme to the 
Scots patterne before ever they could be heard, 
what they could fay for themfelves, or againtt 
the a way. 

I could have wifhed fairer proceedings both 
for their credits, who urge things with fuch 
violence; and for other mens Confciences 
too, who can receive little fatisfa@tion in thefe 
points which are maintained rather by Soul- 
diers fighting inthe Field, than Schollars dif- 
puting in free and learned Synods. 


Sure in matters of Religion thofe truths - 


gain moft on mens Judgements and Confci- 
ences, which are leaft ureed with fecular vio- 
lence, which weakens Truth with prejudices ; 
and 
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and is unreafonable to be ufed, ull fuch 
" meanes of rational! conviction hath been 
applied, as leaving noexcufe for ignorance, 
condemnes mens obftinacy to deferved pe- 
nalties. 

- Which no charity will eafily fufpect of fo 
- many learned and pious Church-men in Eng- 
land; who being alwayes bred up, and con- 
formable to the Government of Epifcopacy, 
cannot fo. foon renounce both their former 
opinion and praétife, only becaufe that Party 
of the Scots will needs, by force aflift a like 
Party here, either to drive all Minifters, as 
theep into the common fold of Presbytery, cr 
deftroy them; atleaft fleece them, by depri- 
ving them of the benefit of their Flocks. If the 
Scotch fole Presbytery .were proved to bethe 
only inftitution of Jelus Chrift, for all Chur- 
ches Government; yet [believe it would be 
hard to prove that Chrift had given thofe 
Scets, or any other of my Subjects, Commit- 
fion by the Sword to fet it up inany of my 
Kingdomes, without my Conient. 

What refpec and obedience Chrift and 
his Apoftles pay’d to the cheif Governours of 
States, where they lived is very clear in the 
 Gofpell; but that he, or they ever comman- 

dedto fet up fucha parity of Presbyters, and 
in fuch a way as thofe Scots endeavour; I think 
is not very difputable. 


= 
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If Presbytery in fuch a fupremacy be an 
inftirution of Chrift; fure it differs from all 
others; and is the firft and only point of | 
Chriftianity, that was to be planted and wa- 
tered with fo much Chriftian bloud, whofe | 
effufions run ina ftream fo contrary to that of | 
the Primitive planters, both of Chriftianity 
and Epifcopacy, which was with patient fhed- 
ding of their own bloud, not violent drawing 
other mens ; fure there is too much of Manin | 
it, to have much of Chrift, none of whofe 
inftitutions were carried on, or begun with 
the temptations of Covetoufnefle or Ambi- | 
tion; of both which this is vehemently fu- 
{pected. 

Yet was there never any thing upon the 
point, which thofe Scots had by. Army or 
Commiffioners to move me with, by their 
many Solemne obteftations,and pious threat- 
nings, butonly this; to reprefent to me the 
wonderfull neceffiry of fetting up their Pref- 
bytery in England, to avoid the further mife- 
ries of a Warre ; which fome men cheifly on 
this defigne at firft had begun, and now fur- 
ther engaged themfelves to continue. | 

What hinders that any Sects, Schifnes, or 
Herefies, if they can get but numbers, ftrength 
and opportunity, may not, according to this 
Opinion and patterne, fet up their wayes by 
the like methods of violence ¢ all which Pref- 

| bytery 


EIKQN BASIAIKH. 10s 


bytery feekes to fupprefle, and render odi- 
ous under thofe names ; when wife and lear- 
ned men think, that nothing hath more marks 
of Schifme, and Searifme, then this Presby- 
terian way, both astothe Ancient, and ftill 
moft Univerfall way of the Church-goyern- 
ment, and {pecially as to the particular Lawes 
and Conftitutions of this Exglfh Church , 
‘which are not yet repealed, nor are like to be 
for me, till I fee more Rationall and Religi- 
Ous motives , then Souldiers ufe to carry in 
their Knapfacks. 

But we muft leave the fucceffe of all to 
God, who hath many wayes (having firft ra- 
ken us off from the folly of our opinions, and 
fury of our paffion) toteach us thofe rules of 
true Reafon, and peaceable Wifdome, which 
is from above,tending moft to Gods glory,& 
his Churches good; which I think my felf fo 
much the more bound in Confcience to at- 
tend, with the moft judicious Zeal and care, 
by how much I efteem the Church above the 
_ State, the glory of Chrift above mine Own; 
_and the falvation of mens Soules above the 
_ prefervation of their Bodies and Eftates. 

- Nor may any men, Ithink, without finne 
and prefumption, forcibly endeavour to caft 
the Churches under my care and tuition, into 
_ the moulds they have fancied, and fafhioned 
.totheir defignes, ull they have firft gained 
i my 


106 


EIKQN BASIAIKH. 
my confent, and refolved, both my own and 


other mens Confciences by the ftrength of | 


their Reafons. | 
Other violent motions, which are neither 


Manly, Chriftian, nor Loyall, fhall neverei-. 
ther fhake or fettle my Religion; nor any | 
mans elfe, who knowes what Religion means: | 
And how farre it is removed from all Faction, | 


whofe proper engine is force ; the arbitrator of 


beafts, not of reafonable men, much leffe of | 


humble Chriftians, and loyall Subjects , in 
matters of Religion. 


But men are prone to have fuch high con- | 


ceits of themfelves, that they care not what 


coft they lay out upon their opinions ; efpeci- 


ally thofe, that have fome temptation of 
eain, to recompence their loffes and ha- 

zards, 3 
Yet Iwas not more fcandalized at the 
Scots Armies comming in againft my will,jand 
their forfeiture of fo many obligations of 
duty, and gratitude to me: then I wondered, 
how thofe here, could fo much diftruft Gods 
affiftance; who fo much pretended Gods 
caufe to the People, as if they had the certain- 
ty of fome divine Revelation ; confidering 
they were morethen competently furnifhed 
with my Subjects Armes and Ammunition ; 
My Navie by Sea, my Forts, Caftles, and 
Cities by Land. | 
| But 
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But I find, that men jealous of the Juftifi- 
ablenefle of their doings, and defignes before 
God, never think they have humane ftrength 
enough to carry their worke on, feem it never 
, fo plaufible to the People ; what cannot be 
juftified in Law or Religion, had need be for- 
tified with Power. 

And yet fuch is the inconftancy that attends 
all minds engaged in violent motion , that 
whom fome of them one while carneftly in- 
vite to come into their affiftance ; others of 
them foone after are weary of ; and with 
navfeating caft them out: what one Party 
thought to rivet toa fetlednefs by the ftrength 
and influence of the Scots, that the other re- 
jets and contemnes; at once, defpifing the 
Kirk Government,and Difcipline of the Scots, 
and fruftrating the fuccefle of fo chargable, 
more then charitable affiftance: For, fure the 
Church of England might have purchafed at 
a farre cheaper rate, the truth and happineffe 
of Reformed government and difcipline ( if it 
had been wanting ) though it had entertained 
the beft Divines of Chriftendome for their ad- 
vice in a full and free Synod ; which, I was 
ever willing to, and defirous of, that matters 
being impartially fetled, might be more fatif- 
factory to all, and more durable. 

But much of Gods juftice, and mans fally 
will at length be difcovered, through re 

, mes 
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filmes and ptetenfions of Religion, in which’ 
Politicians wrap up their-defignes; In vaine 
do men hope to build their piety on the ruines } 
of Loyalty. Nor can thofe confiderations or ) 
defigns be durable,when Subjects make bank- 
rupt of their Allegiance, under pretence of | 


fetting up a quicker trade for Religion. 
But,as My beft Subjets of Scotland never de- 
ferted Me, fol cannot think that the moft are 


gone fo far from Me, ina prodigality of their | 


love and re{pects toward Me, as to make Me 


to defpaire of their returne ; when befides the_| 
bonds of nature and Confcience, which they | 


have to Me, all Reafon and true Policy will 


teach them, that their chiefeft intereft confifts — 


in their fidelity to the Crowne, not in their 
ferviceablenefle to any Party of the People, 
toaneglec& and betraying of My Safety and 


Honour for their owne advantages: However || 


the leffe caufe I have to truft to men,the more 
I thall apply My felf ro Gad. 


The Troubles of My Soule are enlarged, O 
Lord, bring thon me out of My diftreffe. 

Lord direct thy Servant inthe waies of that 
pious fimplicity, which w the beft policy. 

Deliver Me from the combined fivength of 
tho(e, who have {o much of the Serpents {ubtilty, 
that they forget the Doves Innocency. 

Though band joyne in hand, yet let them not 

; : pre- 


| 
f 


prevaile againft My fonle, to the betraying of My 
Confcience, and Honour. < : 
| how, O Lord, canftturne the hearts of thofe 
| Parties in both Nations, as thow didft the men of 
| Judah and Ifrael, to reftore David with as mach 
| boyall Zeale, as they did with inconjtancy and 
_ eagerneffe purfue Him, 
” Preferve the love of thy Truth and spright- 
| neffe in Me, and I fhall not defpaire of Ay 
| Subjects affections returning towards Me. 
Thoucanft foone canfe the overflowing Seas to 
| ebbe, and retire back again to the bounds which 
| thon hast appointed for them. 

O My God, I truft inthee ; let me not be afbae 
med, let not My enemies trinmph over Me. 

Let them be afhamed who tran{ereffe without a 
caufe, let them be surned back that perfecute My 
Soule. 

Let integrity and uprightne([e preferve Me, 

| for L wait on thee O Lord. | 
| Redeeme thy Charch, 0 Ged, ont of all its 

Troubles , 


4 
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14.. Upon the ( ovenant. 


He Presbyterian Scots are not to be hi-' 

; red atthe ordinary rate of Auxiliaries -" 

nothing will induce them to engage,} 
till thofe that call them in, have pawned their’ 
Soules'to them, by a Solemne League and 
Covenant : 

Where many engines of religious and faire: 
pretenfions are brought chiefly to batter, or} 
tafe Epifcopacy ; This they make the grand | 
evill Spirit, which, with fome other Imps pur- 
pofely added, to make it more odious, and | 
terribleto the Vulgar, muft by fo folemnea 
charm & exorcifm be caft out of chis Church, 
after: more than a thoufand yeares pofleffion 
here, from the firft plantation of Chriftianity | 
in this Ifland, and ‘an ‘univerfall ‘prefcription | 
of time and practife in all other Churches 
fince the Apoftles times till this laft Cen- | 
tury. : 
But no Antiquity muft plead forit, Pref- 
bytery, like a young Heyre, thinks the Father 
hath lived long enough, and impatient not to 
be in the Bifhops Chaire & Authority (though 
Lay-men go away with the Revenues ) all -art 
is ufed to fink Epifcopacy, and lanch Presby- 
tery. in Eneland ; which was lately boyed up — 
in Scotland by the like artifice of a Covenant. 
Although © 
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Although I am unfatisfied with many paf- 
' fages in that Covenant ( fome referring to My 
felfe with very dubious and dangerous limita- 
| tions ) yet L chiefly wonder at the defigne and 
| driftcouching the Difcipline and Government 
| of the Church, and fuch a manner of carry- 
| Ing them on to new waies, by Oaths & Cove- 
|) nants; where itis hard for men to be engaged 
by no Jefle, then {wearing for, or againft thofe 
things, which are of no cleare morall neceffi- 
ty ; but very difputable, and controvested a- 
mong learned and godly men: whereto the 
| application of Oaths can hardly be made and 
| enjoyned with that judgment, and certainty 
in ones felfe, or that charity and candour to o- 
thers of different opinion, as I think Religion 
requires, which never refufes faire and equable 
deliberations ; yea,and diffentings too,in mat- 
ters onely probable: 
- The enjoyning of Oaths upon People muft 
| needs in things doubtfull be dangerous, as in 
things unlawfull, damnable; and no lefie fu- 
/perfluous, where former religious and legall 
| Engacements, bound men fufficiently, to all 
inecefiary duties. Nor can I fee how they will 
} reconcile fuch an Innovating Oath and Cove- 
!nant, with that former Proteftation which 
) was fo lately taken, to maintaine the Religion 
)eftablithed in the Church of England: fince 
| they count Difcipline fo great a part of Reli- 
| gion. | But 
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_hold the Vulgar credulity: for by fuch poli-[ 


But ambitious minds never think they have 
laid {nares and ginnes enough to catch andj 


ticke and feemingly pious ftratagems, they) 
think to keep the popularity faft to their. Par- 
ties under the terrour of perjury: Whereas cer-| 
tainly all honeft and wife men ever thought) 
chemfelves fufficiently bound by former ties 
of Religion, Allegiance, and Lawes, to God 
and man. | 
Nor can fuch after-Contraéts, devifed and 
impofed by afew men in a declared Party, 
without My confent, and without any like 
power or prefident from Gods ot mans laws, 
be ever thought by judicious men fufficient ei- 
ther to abfolve or flacken thofe morall and e- | 
retnall bonds of duty which lie upon all My | 
Subjects con{ciences both toGod and Me. 
Yet as things now ftand, good men fhall | 
leaft offend God or Me, by keeping their | 
Covenant in honeft and lawfull waies; fince I | 
have the charity to think, that the chief end of | 
the Covenant in fuch mens intentions,was, to- 
preferve Religion in purity, and the King- 
doms in peace: To other then fuch ends and 
meanes they cannot think themfelves enga- 
ged ; nor will thofe,that have any true touches 
of Confcience endeavour to carry on the beft 
defignes, ( much leffe uch as are, and will be 
daily more apparently factious and ambitious) 


by 


| by fuch ferues are cunningly , yet forcibly 
| wrefted by fecret fteps, and lefle fenfible de- 
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by any unlawfull meanes, under that title of 


the Covenant : unleffe they dare preferre am- 
biguous, dangerous and un-authorized novel- 


ties, before their knowne and fworne duties, 


which are indifpenfable, both to God and My 


felfe: ode pao ae | 
Lam prone to believe and hope, That many 


1} who took the Covenant, are yet firme to this 


judgement, That fuch later Vowes, Oaths, or 
Leagues, can never blot out thofe former gra- 
vings, and characters, which by juft and law- 
full Oaths were made upon their Soules. . . 
That which makes fuch Confederations by 
way of folemn Leagues & Covenants more to 
be {ufpected,is, That they are the comon road, 
ufed in all factious & powerfull perturbations 
of State or Church: When formalities of ex- 
traordinary zeal and piety are never more ftu- 


| died and elaborate,then, when Politicians moft 
| agirate defperate defignes againft all thar ts 
| ferled, or facredin Religion, and Laws, whiclt 


erees, fronttheir known rule and wonted pra- 


1 Sif roconiply with the humours of chofe 
3 


men, whoaymeto fubdue all to their owne 
will and power, under the difguifes of Holy 
Combinations; ae 

. Whieh cords and wythes willhold mens 


| Gonfeicnices rio longer ; then force attends 
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and twifts them : for every man foone gtowes 


thofe ties, which, not the commands of Gods 


word, or the Lawes of the Land,’ but onely || 


the {ubtilty and terrour of a Party cafts up- 
on him; either fuperfluous and vaine, when 
they were fufliciently tied before; or fraudu- 
lent and injurious, if by fuch after-ligaments 
they find the Impofers really ayming to dif- 
folve; or fufpend their former, juft,and necef- 
fary obligations. 

Indeed, fuch illegall waies {eldome, or ne- 
ver, intend the engaging men more to duties, 
but onely to Parties ; therefore it is not regar- 
ded.how they keep their Covenants in point 
of piety pretended, provided they adhere firm- 
ly to the Party and Defigne intended. 

I fee the Impofers of it are content to make 
their Covenant like Manna (not that it came 
from Heaven, as this did ) agreeable to every 
mans palate and relith, who will but fwallow 
it: They admit any mens fenfes of it; the di- 
verfe or contrary ; with any falvoes, cautions, 
and refervations, fo as they croffe not though 
chiefe Defigne which is laid againft the. 
Church, and Me. ) 

Tris enough if they get but the. reputation 
of a feeming encreafe to their Party, Solitrle 
doe men remember that God is not mocked. 

In fuch latitudes of fenfe, I believe matty 
that 


| 


his owne Pope, and eafily abfolves himfelfeof 
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that love Me, and the Church well, may have 
takenthe Covenant, who yet are not fo fondly 
and fuperftitionfly taken by it, as now to act 
| . clearly againft both all piety andloyalty : who 
_ firft yeilded'to it, more to prevent that immi- 
nentviolence and ruine, which hung over their 
heads in cafe they wholly refufed it, than for 
any value of it, or devotion to it. 

Wherein, the latitude of fome generall 
Claufes may ( perhaps )ferve fomewhat to re- 
lievethem, as of Doing and endeavouring what 
lawfully they may, in their Places and Callings, 
and according tothe Word of God: for, thefe 
(indeed) carry no man beyond thofe bounds 
of good Confcience, which are certaine and 
fixed, either inGods Lawes,as to the general ; 
orthe Lawes of the State and Kingdome, as 
to the particular regulation and exercife of 
mens duties. 

I would to God fuch as elory moft in the 
name of Covenanters, would keep themfelves 
within thofe lawfull bounds, to which God 
hath calledthem: Surely ic were the beft way 
_ to-expiate the rafhneffe of taking it: which 
muft needs then appeare , when befides the 
want of a full and lawfull Authoricy at firft 
to enjoyneit, it fhall actually be carried on be- 
| yond andagainft thofe ends which were in it 
_ fpecified and pretended. 1 willingly forgive 
fuch mens taking the rp who keep 
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it within fuch bounds of Piety, Law,and Loy- | 
alcy, as cannever hurt eitherthe Church, My jj 


fel¥,or the Publique Peace : Againft which, no 
mans lawfull Calling can engage him. 


As for that Reformation of the'Church, ] 
which the Covenant pretends, I cannot think | 
it juft or comely, that by the partiall advife of | 


a few Divines, ( of fo foft and fervile tempers, 
as difpofed them to fo fudden adting and com- 
pliance, contrary to their former judgments, 
profeflion, and practife ) fuch foule fcandals 
and {ufpitions fhould be caft upon the Do- 
&trine and Government of the Church of 
England,as was never done (that I have heard) 
by any that deferved the name of Reformed 
Churches abroad, nor by any men of learning 
and candour at home: all whofe judgements 
I cannot but prefer before any mens now fa= 
ctioufly engaged. 

No man can be more forward than My felf 
to carry onall due Reformations, with ma- 
ture judgement, and a good Confcience, in 
what things I fhall (after impartiall advifeybe, 
by Gods Word, and right reafon, convinced 
tobeamifie, I have offered more than ever 
the fulleft, freeft, and wifeft Parliaments did 
defire, | 

But the fequele of fome mens aétions makes 
it evident, that the maine Reformation inten- 
ded, is the abafing of Epifcopacy into Pref- 


bytery, | 
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bytery, and the robbing the Church of its 
Lands and Revenues: For,no men have beea 
more injurioufly ufed, as to theirlegall Rights 
than the Bifhops, and Church-men. ‘Thefe, 


| asthe fattelt Deare, muft be deftroyed ; the 
- other Rafcal-herd of Schifmes, Herefies, &c. 
being Jeane, may enjoy the benefit of. a Tote- 
| ration: Thus Nabeth’s Vineyard made him 


the onely Blafphemer of his City, and fit to 


die. Still I fee, while the breath of Religion 


fills the Sailes, Profit is the Compaffe, by 
which Faétious men fteer their courfe in all 
feditious Commotions. 

I thank God, as no men lay more open to 
the facrilegious temptation of ufurping the 
Churches Lands, and Revenues, (which iffu- 


ing chiefly from the Crowne, are held of it, 


and legally can revert onely to the Crowne 


| with My Confent) {0 I have alwaies had fuch 
_ aperfeét abhorrence of icin My Soule, that I 
- never found the leaft inclination to fuch facri- 
- legious Reformings: yet no man hath a grea- 
_ ter defire to have Bifhops and all Church-men 
| fo reformed, that they may beft deferve and 
ule, not onely what the pious munificence 


of My Predeceffours hath given to God and 
the Church, butall other additions: of Chri- 

{tian bounty. | 
But no neceffity thall ever, I hope, drive Me 
or Mine to invade or fell the Priefts Lands, 
3 which 


fe] 
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which both Pharash’s divinity, and Fofeph's \ 
true piety abhorred to doc: So unjuftI think | 
it both in the eye of Reafon and Religion, to | 
deprive the moft facred. employment of all | 
due incouragements; and like that other hard- 
hearted Pharaoh, to withdraw the Straw, and 
encreafe the Taske ; fo purfuing the opprefled 
Church, as fome haye:done, tothe red fea of 
a Civill Warre, where nothing but amiracle 
can fave,either It, or Him, whoefteems it His 
ereatelt Title to be called, and His chiefelt 
glory tobe The Defender of the Church, both in 
its true Faith, and its juft fruitions, equally ab- 
horring, Sacriledge, and Apoftacy. 

Thad rather live as my Predeceflout Henry 3. 
fometime did, on the Churches Almes, then 
violently to take the bread out of Bifhopsand 
Mintfters mouths. 

The next work will be feraboam’s reforma- 
tion, ‘confecrating: the meaneft of the People 
to be Priefts in Ifrael, to ferve thoferGolden 
Calves who have enriched themfelves with the 
Churches Patrimony & Dowry ; which how 
it thrived both with Prince, Priefts,& People, 
is well enough known: And fo it willbe here, 
when from: the tuition of Kings and Queens, 
which have beene nurfing Fathers and Mo- 
thers of this Church, it {hall be artheir al- 


Jtowance, who have already difcovered, what 
Ward Fathers, and Stepmothers they will be. 


If 
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If the poverty of Scotland might, yet the 
plenty of Emgland cannot excufethe envy and 


‘rapine of the Churches Rights and Reve- 


nues. 

~ I cannotfo much as pray God to prevent 
thofe fad confequences, which will inevitably 
follow the parity and poverty of Minifters, 
both in Church and State ; fince I think 1t no 
leffe than a mocking and tempting of God, to 
defire him to hinder thofe mifchiefs whofe oc- 
cafions and remedies are in Our.owne power ; 
it being every mans finne not to avoid the one, 
andnottoufetheother, _ 

There are waics enough to repaire the brea- 
ches of the State without the ruines of the 
Church ; as I would be a Reftorer of the one, 
{o I would not be an Oppreffour of the other, 
under the pretence of Publique Debris: The 
occafions contracting them were bad enough, 
but foch a difcharging of them would be 
much worfe; Ipray God neither I, nor Mine, 
may be acceffary to cither. : 

To thee, O Lord, doe 1addreffe My prayer, be- 
feeching thee to pardon the valhneffe of My Sub- 
jects Swearings, and to quicken their fenfe and 
ebfervation of thofe juft, moral, ana ind:[pen- 
fable bonds, which thy Word, and the Lawes of 


“this Kingdome have laid upon their Conf cien- 


ces. 5 From which no pretemfions of Piety and Re- 
I4 formation 
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formation are fufficient to abfolve them, or ta 
engage them to any contrary practifes. 


j 
= | 


Make them at length fertenfly to confider, that | | 


nothing violent and injurious can be religious. 


Thou alloweft no mans committing Sacriledge | 


under the Xcale of abborring Idels, 
Suffer not facrilegious defignes to have the 
countenance of religious tits, 


Thos haft taught ws by the wifeft of Kings that 


it is a frare to take things that are holy, and after 


Vowes to make enquiry. 
Ever keep thy Servant from confenting to per- 
have the brand and curfe to all pofterity of rob- 
bing Thee and thy Church, of what thy bounty 
hath given us, and thy clemency hath accepted 
from us, wherewith to encourage Learning ana 
‘Religion. 

Though My Treafures are Exhaufted,eMy Re- 
venues Diminifhed, and My Debts Encreafed, 
yet never feffer Me to be tempted to afe fuch pre 
Jane Reparations; lest a coal from thine Altar fet 
[uch a fire on My Throne and Confcience as wil 
‘be haraiy quenched, % | ‘ 

Let not the Debts and E ngagements of the Pub- 

lique, which fome mens folly and prodigality 

hath contracted, be an occafion,to impovers{h thy 

Church. JW ha. Ga ea 

| The State may foone recover, by thy blefiing 

of peace upon ws , T he Church ts never likely, in 
‘ HOES, 


jerious and facrilegious rapines, that I way not — 


~*~ 
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| times, where the Charity of moft men ts growne 
| fo cold, and their Religion fo illiberall, 
| __ Continue to thofe that ferve Thee and thy 

Church all'thofe incouragements, which by the 
| will of the pious Donours, and the justice of the 
| Lawes are due untothem , and give them grace 
_ todeferve and ufe them aright tothy glory, and 
| ‘the relief of the poore ; That thy Pricfts may be 

cloathed with righteonfnefle, and the pore may 
| be fatisfied with bread, 
|. Let not holy things be given to Swine , nor 
| the Churches bread to Dogs ; -rather let them go 
| about the City, grin like a Dog, and grudge that 
| they are not fatisfied. — | 
| Let thofe facred mor{els which fome men have 
Already by violence devoured never digeft with 
| them , nor theirs, Let them be as Nabothi’s 
| Vineyardto Ahab, gall in their mouths, rotten- 
| pelfetotheir names, a moth to their Families and 
4 fling to their Confciences. 


Break in funder, O Lord, all violent and [acri- 


_ Legious Confederations, to doe wickedly and in- 
| jurionfly. 7. 
| Divide their hearts and tongues who have 
| béndyed together againjt the Church and State, 
| that the folly of [uch may be man‘feft to all men, 
_ and proceed uo further. 

| Bat fo favour My righteous dealing, O Lord, 
| that inthe mercies of thee, the moft High, I may 
never mifcarry. ae | 
| . | 15. Upon 


| 
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15. Upon the many Fealoufies rat- | 
fed, and Scandals caft upon the } 
Kina, toflirre up the People | 
againft Him, : 


protection , it were hard for Metoftand | 

out againtt thofe ftratagems & conflicts of, | 
malice, which by Falfities feck to opprefle the 
Truth ; and by Jealoufies to fupply the'defe& | 
of Reall caufes, which might feem to juftitie 
fo unjuft Engagements againft Me. \ 

And indeed, the worft effects of open Hofti- 
lity come fhort of thefe Defignes: ‘Por, I can 
more willingly loofe My Crownes, than My 
Credit; nor are My Kingdomes fodeareto | 
Me, as My Reputation and Honour, | 

Thofe mutt have a period with My life; but | 
thefe may furvive to ‘a glorious kind of Im-_ 
mortality, when I am dead & gone: A'good 
name being the embalming of Princes, anda 
weet confecrating of them to an Eternity of 
love and‘gratitude among Pofterity. 

Thofe foule and falfe afperfions were fecret 
engines at firft employed againft My peoples 
love of Me: that undermining theit opinion — 
and value of Me, My enemies, and theirs too, 
might 


[> I had not My own Innocency, and Gods | 
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might at once blow up their affections, and 


batter downe their loyaltie. 

Wherein yet, [ thanke God, the detriment 
of My Honour is not fo afflictive to Me, as the 
fin and danger of My peoples foules, whofe 
eyes once blinded with fuch mifts of fufpici- 


| ons, they are foone mif-led into the moft de- 
| Aperate precipices of aGions : wherein they.doe 
| notonely, not confider their fin and danger, 


but glory in their zealous adventures, while I 
am rendred to them fo fit to be deftroyed, that 
many are ambitious to merit the name of M 
Deftroyers ; Imagining they then feare God 
moft, when they Jeaft honour their King. 
Uthanke God, I never found but My pity 
was above My anger ; nor have My paflions 
ever fo prevailed againft Me, as to exclude My 
moft compafiionate prayers for them, whom 
devout errours more than their own malice 
have betrayed to a moft religious Rebellion. 
Thad the Charity to interpret , that moft 
part of My Subjects fought againft My fup- 
pofed Errours, not My Perfon ; and intended 
tomend Me, nottoend Me: AndI hope that 
God pardoning their Errours, hath fo farre 
accepted and an{wered their good intentions, 
thatas he hath yet preferved Me, fo he hath 


by thefe afflictions prepared Me, bothtodoe ' 
kim better fervice, and My people more good, 
than hithertoThave done. 


! 
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I doe not more willingly forgive their fe- | 
ductions, which occafioned their loyallinju- 9 


ries, then Tamambitious by all Princely me- 


rits co redeem them from their unjuft fufpi- | 
cions, and reward them for their ‘good inten- | 


tions. 

Tam too confcious to My own Affections 
toward the generality of My people, to fufpec 
theirs to Me; nor fhall the malice of My Ene- 


mies ever be able to deprive Me of the com- 


fort, which that confidence gives Me; Lthall 


never gratifie the {pightfulneffe of a few with | | 


any’ finifter thoughts of all their Allegiance 
whom pious frauds have feduced. | 

The worft fome mens ambition can do, fhall 
never perfwade Me, to make fo bad interpre- 
tations of moft of My Subjects actions ; who 
poflibly may be Erroneous, but not Hereticall 
in point of Loyalty. 

The fenfe of the Injuries done to My Sub- 
jets is as fharp, as thofe done to My {elf ; 
our welfares. being infeparable ; in’ this only 
they fuffer more then My felf, that they are 
animated by fome feducers to injure at once 
both themfelves and Me. 

For this isnot enough to the malice of My 


Enemies, that Ibe afflicted, but it muft be 


done by fuch inftruments, that My afflictions 
grieve Menot more, then this doth, that J am 
afficted by thofe, whofe profperity I ear- 
neftly 
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_neftly defire, and whofe {eduction f heartily 
deplore. - 
Ifthey had been My open and forraigne 
_ Enemies,I could have borne it; but they muft 
be My own Subjects, who are next to My 
| Children, dear to Me: And for the reftoring 
| of whofe tranquillity, I could willingly-bethe 
. Fonab ; If I did nor evidently forefee, that by 
the divided Interefts of their and Mine Ene- 
mies, as by contrary winds the ftorm of their 
miferies would be rather encreafed then al- 
layed. ; 
I had rather prevent My peoples ruine then 
Rule over them; nor. am Ifo ambitious of 
thar Dominion which is but My Right, as of 
| their happineffe ; if it could expiate, or coun- 
| tervail fuch a way of obtaining it, by the high- 
eft injuries of Subjects committed againtft 
their Soveraign. 
Yet Thad rather fuffer all the miferies of - 
| life, and die many deaths, then fhamefully to 
| defert, or difhonourably to betray My own 
~juft Rights and Soveraignty ; thereby to era- 
_tifiethe ambition, or juftifie the malice of My 
_ Enemies;between whofe malice, & other mens 
miftakes, I put as great a difference, as be- 
| tween an ordinary Ague and the Plague; 
) ot the Itch of Novelty, and the Leprofic of 
| Difloyalty. 
As Liars need have good memories, fo Ma- 
| licious 


126 EIKON BASTAIKA? 


licious perfons need good inventions ; that} 
their calumnies may fit every mans fancy ; and 
what their reproaches want of truth;they may | 


make up with number and fhew. 


My patience (I thank God) will better ferve | 
Me to bear, and My charity to forgive, then | 
My leifure to anfwer the many falle Afper- | 


fions which fome men have caft upon Me. . 
Did Inot more confider My Subjects Sa= 


tisfaction, then My own Vindication; I fhould | 
never haye given the malice of fome.men that | 


pleafure , as to fee Me take’ notice of,. or re- 
member what they fay, or objet. 


I would leave the Authors to be punifhed 
by their own evill manners, and feared Con= | 


{ciences , which will, Ibelieve, in a fhorter | 


time then they be aware of, both confute and 
revenge all thofe black and falfe Scandalls; 
which they have cafton Me; And make the 
world fee, there is as little truth in them, as 
there was little worth in the broaching of 
them, or Civility, (Ineed not fay Loyalty) in 


the not-fupprefling of them ; whofe credit and 


reputation, even with the people,thall ere lorig 
be quite blafted by the breath of that fame 
fornace of popular obloquy, and detraction, 
which they have ftudied to heat and inflame to 


the higheft degree of infamy, and wherein 


they have fought to caft and confume My 
Name and Honour. why 


Firft, 
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Firft, nothing gave Me more cane to fu- 
| fpect, and fearch My own Innocency ; then 
| when Tobferved fo many forward to-engage 
‘againft Me, who had made great profeffions 
| of fingular piety; For this gave to vulgar 
|) mindes fo bad a reflection upon Me, and My 
| Caufle, as if it had been impoffible to adhere to 
‘Me, and not withall part from God; tochink 
jorf{peak well of Me, and not to Blafpheme 
jhim; fo many were perfwaded that thefe 
two were. utterly inconfiftent; to be at once 
pee to Me, and truly Religious toward 
10d. 

Nov but that Thad (I thank God) many 
with Me, which were both Learned and Re- 
Jigious, (much above that ordinary fize, and 
that vulgar proportion, wherein fome men 
glory fo much) who were fo well fatisfied in 
the caufe of My fufferings, that they chofe 
rather to fuffer with Me, then forfake Me. 

_ Nor is it ftrange that fo religious Preten- 
ifions as were ufed againft Me, fhould be to 
many well-minded men agreat temptation to 
joppofe Me, Efpecially, being urged by fuch 
popular Preachers, as think itno fin to lie for 
God, and what they pleafe to call Gods 
Caufe , curfing all that will not curfe with 
them ; looking fo muchat, and crying up the 
goodnefle ofthe end propounded, that they 
confider not the lawfulneffe of the means ufed, 
| . nor 


oF 
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nor the depth of the mifcheif, chiefly plotted] 
and intended. : a 

The weaknefs of thefe mens judgments muft | 
be made up by their clamours and activity. 

It was a great part of fome mens Religion to | 
fcandalize Me and Mine, they thought theirs 
could not be true, if they cried not downe 
Mine as falfe. 

Ithank God, T have had more triall of his 
grace, asto the conftancy of My Religion in } 
the Proteftant profeffion of the Church of | 
England, both abroad,and at home, than ever. | 
they are like to have. | 

Nor doe I know any exception, I am foli- | 
able to, in their opinion, as too great a fixed- | 
nefle in that Religion, whofe judicious and’ | 
folid grounds, both from Scripture, and An- 
tiquity, will not give My Confcience leave to 
approve or confent to thofe many dangerous’ | 
and divided Innovations, which the bold Ig- 
norance of fome men would needs obtrude 
upon Me, .aad My People. 

Contrary to thofe welt tried foundations 
both of Truth, and Order, which men of far 
greater Learning, andclearer Zeal, have tet- 
led in the Confeffion and Conftitutiom of this ” 
Church in England, which many former 
Parliaments inthe moftcalme, and unpafli- 
onate times, have oft confirmed; In’ which 
I fhall ever, by Gods help, perfevere, asbe- 
! hieving 


ee 
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lieving it hath moft of Primitive Truth and 
Orders: « 3 . 

Nor did My ufing the affiftance of fome Pa- 

pifts, which wete my Subje@s,any way fight a- 
gainft My Religion, as fome men would needs 
interpret it: efpecially thofe who lcaft of all 
ten cared whom they imployed,or what they 
{aid, and did, fo they might prevaile. , 

Tis ftrange that {o wife men, as they would 
be efteemed, fhould not conceive, That dif- 
ferences of perfwafion in matters of Religion 
may eafily fall out, where there is the famenefle 
of duty, Allegiance,and fubjection. The firft 
they owne as men, and Chriftians to God ; 
the fecond, they owe to Me in Common, as 


‘their Kine; different profeffions in point of 


Religion cannot (any miore than in civill 
Trades ) take away the community of relati- 
ons either to Parents , or to Princes: And 


where is there fuch an Oglio oy medley of va- . 


rious Religions in the world again, as. thofe 
men entertain in their fervice (who find moft 


| faule with me) without any {cruple, as tothe 


diverfity of their Se@s and Opinions ¢ 
- It was, indeed, a foule and indelible fhame, 
for fuch as would be counted Proteftants, to 


enforce Me, a declared Protettant, their Lord 


and King, toanecefiary ule of Papifts, or any 
other, who did but their duty to help Me te 
defend My felf. 


K Nor 


130 EIKQON BASIAIKR. | 

Nor did I more than is lawfull for any King; jj 
in fuch exigents to ufe the aide of any his Sub- 
jects. | 

I am forry the Papifts fhould havea greater | 
fenfe of their Allegiance, than many Prote- 
{tant Profeffours ; who feem to have learned, 
and to practife the worft Principles of the 
worft Papifts. 

Indeed, it had been a very impertinent anc 
unfeafonable fcruple in Me, (and very plea- 
fing no doubt to My Enemies ) to have been 
then difputing the points of different beliefs in 
My Subjects when I was difputed with by 
Swords points: and when T needed the help 
of My Subjects as men, no leffe then their 
prayers as Chriftians, 

The noife of My Evill Counfellours was an- 
other ufefull device for thofe, who were im-. 
patient any mens counfels but their owne , 
fhould be followed in Church or State ; who 
were fo eager in giving Me better counfell that 
they would not give Me leave to take it with 
freedome, asa Man; or honour, asa King; 
making their counfels mote like a drench that 
muft be powred downe, than a draught which 
might be fairly and leifurely dranke, if I li- 
ked it. 

Iwill not juftifie beyond humane errours 
and frailties My felfe, or My Counfellours : 
They might be {ubject to fome mifcarriages, 
yet 


ee 
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yet {uch as were farre more repatable by {e- 
cond and better thoughts, than thofe enormi- 
ous extravagances, wherewith fome men have 
now even wildred, and almoft quite loft both 
Church and State. 

The event of things at laft will make ir evi- 
dentto My Subjects, that had I followed the 
worft Counfels, that My worft Coun(ellours 
ever had the boldnefle to offer to Me, or My 
felf any inclination to ufe, I could not fo 
foon have brought both Church and State 
in three flourifhing Kingdomes , to fuch a 
Chaos of confufions, and Hell of miferies, as 
fome have done; out of which they cannot, 
or will notin the midft of their many great 
advantages, redeeme cither Me, or My Sub- 
jects. 

No even were more willing to complain, 
than I was to redreffe what I {aw in Reafon 
was either done or advifed amiffe ; and this I 
thought I had done, even beyond the expedta- 
tion of moderate men: who were forry to {ee 

Me prone even to injure My felf, out of a Zeal 
to relieve My Subjects. 

But other mens infatiable defire of revenge 
upon Me, My Court, and My Clergy ; hath 
wholly beguiled both Church and State, of 
the benefit of all My, either Retractations, or 
Coneeflions ; and withall, hath deprived: all 
thofe (now fo zealous Perfecutors)both of the 
Ie 2 | com- 
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comfort and reward of their former pretended 
perfecutions, wherein they fo much gloried 
among the vulgar ; and which, indeed, a truly 
humble Chriftian willfo highly prize, as ra- 
ther not be relieved, then be revenged, fo as 
to be bereaved of that Crown of Chrifti- 
an Patience,which attends humble and injured 
fufferers. 

Another artifice ufed to withdraw My peo- 
ples affections from Me,to their defignes,was, 
The noife and oftentation of liberty, which 
men arenot more prone to defire, then unapt 
to bear inthe popular fenfe, which is to doe 
what every man liketh beft. 

Ifthe Divineft liberty be to will what men 
fhould, and to do what they fo will, according 
to Reafon, Lawes, and Religion; Tenvie not 
My Subjeas that liberty, which is all I defire 
to enjoy My felf; So farre am I from the de- 
fire of oppreffing theirs : Nor were thofe Lords 
and Gentlemen which affifted Me fo prodigall 
of their liberties, as with their Lives and For- 
tunes to help onthe enflaving of themfelves 
and their pofterities. 

Asto Civill Immunities, none but fuch as 
defire to drive on their Ambitious and Cove- 
tous defignes over the ruines of Church and 

State, Prince, Peeres , and People, will ever 
cefire greater Freedomes then the Lawes al- 
low ; whofe bounds good men count their 
Orna- 
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Ornament and Proteétion ; others their Me- 
nacles and Oppreffion. 

Nor-is it juft any man fhould expect the 
teward and benefit of the Law, who defpi- 
feth his rule and direétion ; lofing juftly his 
fafery while he feckes an unreafonable 1i- 
berty. 

Time will beft informe My Subjects, that 
thofe are the beft prefervers of their true liber- 
ties, who allow themfelves the leaft licentiouf. 
neffe againft, or beyond the Lawes. 

They will feel it at laft to their coft, that it 
is impoffible thofe men thould be really tender 
of their fellow- fubjeéts liberties, who have the 
hardinefle to ufe their King with fo (vere re- 
ftraints ; againft all Lawes, both Divine and 
Humane,under which, yer,1 will rather perith, 
then coraplain to thofe, who want nothing 


to compleat their mireh,and triumph, but fuch - 


mulfick. 

In point of true con{cientious tenderneffe 
(attended with humility and meeknefle, not 
with proud and arrogant activity, which feekes 
to hatch every egge of different opinion toa 
Faction or Schifme) I have oft declared, how 
little I defire My Lawes and Scepter fhould 
intrench on Gods Soveraignty, which is the 


| only King of mens Confciences ; and yet he 


hath laid fuch reftraints upon men, as com- 
mands them to be fubje@ for Confcience fake, 
K 3 _- giving 
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eiving nomen liberty to break the Law efta> § 
blifhed, further then with meeknefle and pa- 4 
tience, they are content to fuffer the penal- 
ties annexed, rather then perturb the publick 
tl Peace. 
ni | The truth is, fome mens thirft after Novel- 
i ties, others defpair to relieve the neceffities-of 
ia their Fortunes, or fatisfie their Ambition, in 
it peaceable times, (diftrufting Gods provi- 
aa dence, as well astheir own merits) were the 
fecret (but principall) impulfives to thefe po- 
pular Commotions, by which Subjects have 
been perfwaded to. expend much of thofe 
plentifull Eftates they got, and enjoyed under 
My Government, in peaceable times 5 which 
yet muftnow be blafted with all the odious 
reproaches, which impotent malice can invents _ 
and My felf expofed to all thofe contempts, 
which.may moft diminifh the Majeity of a~ 
King, andencreafe the ungratefull infolencies 
of My People. ) 
For Mine Honour, Tam well affured, that 
4s Mine Innocency is clear before God , in 
point of any calumnies they object; fo My re- - 
putation fhall like the Sun (after Owles and 
Bats have had their freedome in the night and 
darker times) rife and recover itfelf to fuch a 
| degree of fplendour, as thofe ferall birds 
ti fhall be grieved to behold, and unable to bear. 
/ For never were any Princes more ee 
than 


en ee ee : ae hin, 
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than thofe whom God hath fuffer’d to be tried 


in the fornace of afflictions, by their injurious 
Subjects. 

And who knows but the juft and merciful 
God will doe Me good, for fome mens hard, 
falfe, and evill fpceches againft Me; wherein 
they fpeak rather what they wifh, than what 
they believe,or know. 

Nor can I, fuffer fo much in point of Ho- 
nour, by thofe rude and fcandalous Pamphlets 
( which like fire in great conflagrations, flie up 
and downe to fet all places on like flames) 
than thofe men doe, who pretending to fo 
much piety, are fo forgetfull of their dury to 
God and Me: By no way ever vindicating 
the Majefty of their K 1 x c againft any of 
thofe, who contrary to the precept of God, 
and precedent of Angels, (peake evill of digni- 


|- ties, and bring railing accufations againft thofe, 


who are honoured with the name of Gods. 

But ’tis no wonder if men not fearing Gop, 
fhould not Honour their Kins. 

They will eafily contemne fuch fhadowes of 
God, whoreverence not that Supreme, and 
adorable Majefty, in comparifon of whom all 
the glory of Menand Angels is but obfcurity; 
yet hath he graven fuch Characters of divine 
Authority, and Sacred power upon Kings, as 
none may without finne {eek to blot them out. 
Nor fhall their black veiles be able to hide the 

Ka fhining 
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fining of My face, while God gives Me a 
heart frequently and humbly to converfe with 
him, from waom alone are all the traditions 
of true glory and majefty. 


Thou, O Lord, knoweft My reproach, and My 
difbonour, My Adverfaries are all before thee. 

‘My Soule ts among Lyons among t hem that are 

fet on fire, eventhe Sons of Men, whofe teeth are 


[pears and arrows , their tongue afharp fword. 


Mine enemies reproach Me allthe day loxg, 
and thofethat are mad againft Me are fworne 
together. | 

O My God, how long fhall the fonnes of men 
turne My glory into fhame ? how loug fhall they 
love vanity, and [eek after lies ? 

Thou haft heard the reproaches of wicked men 
on every fide. Hold not thy peace, left My Ene- 
mies prevaile againft me, and lay mine Honour 
in the duft. ) 

Thou,O Lord, fhalt deftroy them that fpeak lies ; 
the Lord will abborre both the bloud-tharfly, and 
deceitfull men. 

Make my righteoufnel[e to appeare as the light, 
and mine innocency tofhine forth as the Sun at 
noone day. ‘ 

Suffer not my filence to betray mine tunocence, 
sor my difpleafure, my patience, T. hat after my 
Saviours example, bemg reviled, I may not re- 
wile againe, and being curfed by them, I may 


Le) 


bleffe shen. Thow 
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Thou that wouldft not fuffer Shimei’s tongue 
40 go nnpunifhed, wheinby thy jndecments on 


David he might feem to justifie his difddinfull 


reproaches, give me grace to intercede with thy 
mercy for thefe wy enemies, that the reward of 
falfe and lying tongues, even hot burning coals 
of eternal fire, may not be brought upon them. 

Let my prayers, and patience, be as water to 
coole and quench their tongues, who are already 
fet on fire with the fire of Hell, and tormented 
with thofe malicious flames. 

Let me be happy to refute, and put to filence 
their evill-fpeaking by well-doing ; and let them 
enjay not the fruit of their lips, but of my prayer 
for their repentance, and thy pardon, 

Teach me Davids patience and Hezekiah’s de- 
votion, that I may look to thy mercy through 
mans malice, and fee thy justice in their fin, 


Let Sheba’s feditious [peeches, Rabthekah’s 


railing, and Shimet’s curfing, provoke, as my 


humble prayer to thee, fo thy renewed blefing 


toward me. 

Though they curfe, doe thon ble(fe, and I fhall be 
bleffed , and made a blefing to my people. 

That the ftone, which {ome builders refufe, 
may become the head ftone of the corner. 

Looke downe from heaven, and (ave me, frous 
the reproach of them that would (wallow me up. 

Hide mein the fecret of thy prefence, from the 
pride of man, and keep me from the ftrife of 
tongues. | 16. Upon 
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16. ‘Upon the Ordinance agatnft the | 


(ommon-Prayer-Booke. 


T is no news to have all Innovations uthe- 
i red in with the name of Reformations in 
Church and State, by thofe, who feeking 
to gaine reputation with the Vulgar for their 
extraordinary parts,and piety, muft needs un- 
doe whatever was formerly fetled: never fo 
well and wifely. 
So hardly can the pride of thofe that ftudy 


Novelties, allow former times any fhare or | 


degree of wifdome or godlineffe. 

And becaufe matter of prayer and devotion 
to God juftly beares agreat part in Religion, 
(being the Soules more immediate converfe 
with the divine Majefty ) nothing could be 
more plaufible to the People than to tel them, 
They ferved God amiffe in that point. 

Hence our publique Liturgy, or Formes of 
conftant Prayers muft be (not amended, in 
what upon free and publique advice might 
feem to fober men inconvenient for matter or 
manner, to which I fhould eafily confent, but) 
whotly cafhiered,and abolithed, and after ma- 
ny popular contempts offered to the Booke, 
and thefe that ufed it according to.their Con- 
{ciences, and the Lawes in force, it muft be 

. 3 crucified 
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crucified by an Ordinance, the better to pleafe 
either thofemen, who gloried in their extem- 
porary veyne and fluency: or others, who 
con{cious to their owne formality in the uf 
of it, thought they fully expiated their fin of 
not ufing it aright, by, laying all the blame up- 
onit, &a totall rejection of it as a dead letter, 
thereby to excufe the deadnefle of their hearts. 
As forthe matter contained in the Booke, 
fober and learned men have. fufficiently vin- 
dicated it againft the cavils and exceptions of 
thofe, who thought it a part of piety to make 
_what profane objections they could againft it ; 
efpecially for Popery & Superftition ; whereas 
no doubt the Liturgy was exaly conformed 
to the doctrine of the Church of Exgland;and 
this by all Reformed Churches is confefled to 
be moft found and Orthodox. 


For the manner of ufing Set and prefcribed | 


Formes, there ts no doubt but that wholfome 
words being knowne and fitted to mens un- 
derftandings, are fooneft received into theit 
hearts, and apteft to excite and carry along 
with them judicious and fervent affections. 

Nor doe I fee any reafon why Chriftians 
fhould be weary of a wel-compofed Liturgy 
(as I-hold this to be) more than of all other 
things, wherein the Conftancy abates nothing 
of the excellency and ufefulneffe. 

I could never fee any Reafon,why any vat 

ian 
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{tian fhould abhorre,or be forbidden to ufe the 


{ame Formes of prayer, fince he praies to the 


& 


fame God, believes in the fame Saviour, pro- | 


feffeth the fame Truths, reads the fame Sert- 
ptures, hath the fame duties upon him, and 


feels the fame daily wants for the moft part, 


both inward and outward, which are com- 
mon to the whole Church. : 

Sure we may as wel before-hand know what 
we pray, as to whom we pray; and in what 
words, as to what fenfe ; when we defire the 
fame things, what hinders we may not ufe the 
{ame words ¢ our appetite and difgeftion too 
may be good when we ufe,as we pray for, axe 
daily bread. 

Some men, I heare, are fo impatient not to 
ufe in all their devotions their owne inven- 
tion, and gifts, that they not onely difufe (as 
too many) but wholly caft away and contemn 
the Lords Prayer , whofe great guiltis, that it 
is the warrant and original! patterne of all fet 
Liturgies, in the Chriftian Church. 

Lever thought that the proud oftentation 
of mens abilities for invention,- and the vaine 
affe@tations of variety for expreffions, in Pub- 
lique prayer, or any facred adminiftrations, 
merits a greater brand of fin, than that which 
they call Coldneffe and Barrennefle : Nor are 
merrin thofe novelties leffe fubje& to formall 
and fuperficiall tempers (as to their hearts ) 


than. 


| 
| 
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than in the ufe of conftant Formes, where not 
the words, but mens hearts are too blame, 

{ make no doubt bur a mani may be very for- 
mall in the moft extemporary variety ; and 
_. very fervently devout in the moft wonted ex- 
_ preflions: Nor is God morea God of varie- 

ty , than of conftancy: Nor are conftant 
Formes of Prayers more likely to flat,and hin- 
der the Spirit of prayer, and devotion, than 
un-premeditated and confufed variety to di- 
-firact, and lofe it. 

Though I am not againft a grave, modeft, 
difcreet, and humble ufe of Minifters gifts, 
even in publique, the better to fit, and excite 
their owne, and the Peoples affections to the 
prefent occafions ; yet I know no neceffity 
why privateand fingle abilities thould quite 
juftle out,and deprive the Church of the joyne 
abilities and concurrent gifts of many learned 


and godly men, fuch as the Compofers of - 


the Service-Booke were ; who may in all rea- 
fon be thought to have more of gifts and gra- 
ces enabling them to compofe with ferious 
deliberation & concurrent advife, fuch Forms 
of prayers, as may beft fit the Churches com- 
mon wants, informe the Hearers underftan- 
ding, and ftirre upthat fiduciary and fervent 
application of their fpirits (wherein confifts 
the very life and foule of prayer, and that fo 
much pretended Spirit of prayer ) than any 
ptivate 
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private man by his folitary abilities can be 
prefumed to have ; which, what they are many 
times (even there, where they make a great 
noife and fhew) the faffeétations, emptineffe,) 
impertinency, rudenefle, confufions, flatneffe,| 
levity, obfcurity,vain, and ridiculous repetiti- 
ons, the fenfleffe, and oft-times blafphemous | 
expreffions ; all thefe burthened with a moft| 
tedious and intolerable length, do fufficiently| 
convince all men, but thofe who glory in that | 
Pharifaick way. | 

Wherein men muft be ftrangely impudent, & 
flatterers of themfelves, not to have an infinite 
fhame of what they fo do and fay, in things of 
fo facred a nature ,-before God and the 
Church, after fo ridiculous, and indeed, pro- 
fane a manner. 

Nor canit expected, but that in duties of 
frequent performance, as Sacramentall admi- | 
niftrations, and the like, which are ftill the 
fame; Minifters muft either come to use their 
own Formes conftantly, which are not like to 
be fo found, or comprehenfive of the nature 
of the duty, as Formes of Publick compofure ; 
or elfe they muft every time affeét new expref- 
fions when the fubjeé is the fame, which can 
hardly be prefiimed in any mans greateft fufh- 
ciencies not to want (many times) much of” 
that compleatnefle, order, amd gravity, be- 
comming thofe duties ; which by this means 

| are 


‘EIKQN BASIAIKH. 143 
| are expofed at every celebration to every Mi- 
_ nifters private infirmities, indifpofitions, er- 
| rours, diforders, and defects, both for judg- 
), ment and expreffion. | 

| ,° Aferious fenfe of which inconvenience in 
| the Church unavoidably following every 
| mans feverall manner of officiating, no doubt, 
 firft occafioned the wifdome and piety of the 
| Ancient Churches,to remedy thofe mifchiefs, 
_ by the ufe ofconftant Liturgies of Publick 
compofure. 

| The want of which I believe this Church 
| will fufficiently feel, when the unhappy fruits 
| of many mens un-governed ignorance, and 
| confident defects, hall be difcovered in more 
| errours, {chimes, diforders, and uncharitable 
diftractions in Religion, which are already but 
| too many, the more is the pity. 

However, if violence muft needs bring in, 


} not {eemeto have nothing to do) which Law, 
Reafon, and Religion forbids, at leaft ro be fo 
obtruded, as wholly to juftle out the publick 
| Liturgie. 

|. Yet nothing canexcufe that moft unjuft 
| and partiall fevetity of thofe men, who 
| either lately had fubfcribed to; ufed and main- 
I tained the Service-book ; or refufed to ufeit, 
cried out of the rigour of Lawes and Bifhops, 
which fuffered them not to uf Be coe of 
their 


| 
! 
| 


| and abett thofe innovations, (that men may > 
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4 their Confciences , in not ufing it: ad 
ia | That thefe men (I fay) fhould fo fuddenly 
| change the Lyturgie into a Directory, as if the | 
Spirit needed help forinvention; though not. 
it for expreffions ; or as if matter prefcribed did | 
7 | not as much ftint and obftruct the Spirit, asf’ 
id ct were cloathed in, and confined to; fit | 
words: (So flight and eafie is that Legerdemain : 
‘| which will ferve to delude the vulgar.) 
|W That further,they fhould ufe {uch feverity as 
| not to fuffer without penalty , any to ufe the | 
Common-prayer-Book publickly, although | 
their Confciences bind them to it,as a duty of 
Piety to God, and Obedience to the Lawes. 
Thus I fee, no men are prone to be greater 
Tyrants, and more rigorous exacters upon 
others to conform to their illegall novelties, 
then fuch, whofe pride was formerly leaft di- 
fpofed to the obedience of lawfull Conftitu- 
tions; and whofe licentious humours moft 
pretended Conf{cientious liberties, which free » 
dome, with much regret they now allow to 
Me, and My Chaplains , when they may have 
leave to ferve Me, whofe abilities, even in their 
| extemporary way comes not fhort of the o- 
|i thers, but their modefty and learning far ex- 
tt ceeds the moft of them. 
iM But this matter is of fo popular a nature, as 
it {ome men knew it would not bear learned and 
fober debates, left being convineed by the evi- 
dence 
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dence of Reafon, aswell as Lawes,they fhould 
have beene driven either to fin more againft 
| their knowledge, by taking away the Liturgie ; 
| or todifpleafe fomefadtien of the people by 
| continuing the ufe of it. 

Though I beleeve they have offended more 
confiderable men , not onely for their num- 
bers and eftates, but for their weighty and ju- 
dicious piety, than thofe are, whofe weaknefle 
or giddinefle they fought to gratifie by taking 
It away. 

One of the greateft faults forne men found 
with the Common-Ptayer-Book , I beleeve, 
was this, That it taught them to pray fo oft 
for Me ; té which Petitions they had not Loy- 
altieenough to fay Amen, nor yet Charity 
enough to forbeare Reproaches , and even 
Curfings of Mein their owne formes, ififtead 
of praying for Me. : : 

_. Iwiththeir Repentance may be their onely 
purifhment; that feeing the mifchiefs which 
the difufe of publique Liturgies hath already 
| produced, they may reftore that credit, ufe,and 
| reverence to them, which by the ancient Chur- 
_ ches were given to Set Formes of found and 
| wholfome words. 


|  Aadthou, O bord, which art the fame God, 
| bleffed for ever: whofe mercies are full of va- 
| riety, and yet of conftancy ; Thon denieft us not a 
Oia As new 
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jew and frefb (enfe of our old and daily wants ; 
aor de[pifeft renewed affections joyned to conftant 
exprefstons. | 

Let ws not want thedenefit of thy Churches u- 
sited and wel-advifed Devotions. 

~_Let the matters of our prayers. be agreeable to 
thy will, which 0 alwaies the fame, and the fer- 
vency of our [pirits to the motions of thy holy 
Spirit 1 Us. 

‘And then we doubt not, but thy (pirituall per- 


| fettions are fuch, as thou art neither to be pleafed 


pith affected Novelties for matter or manner, 
nov ofended with the pious canflancy of our pe- 
titions in them both, 

Whofe variety or conftancy thou haft ne where 
either forbidden or commanded, but left them to 
the piety and prudence of thy Church, that both 
moay bE ufed, neither defpifed. 

Keep men in that pious moderation of their 
judgments in matters of Religion, that their 
jenorance may not offend others, nor their opini- 
os of their owne abilities tenspt them to deprive 
others of what they. may lawfully and devoutly 
fe, to help their infirmities. 

And fince the advantage of Errour confifis in 
souelty and variety, as Truths in wnity and cone 
fancy : Suffer not thy Church tobe peftered with 

errours, and deformed with undecencies in thy 
fervice, under the pretence of variety and novel- 
ty. Nor tobe deprived ef trath, unity, and or- 


der, 
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der, under this fallacy, That constancy vs the 
ra rap : 7 
caufe of | ormality. : Be . 

Lord keep ws from formal Hypocrifie 7 ouy 
owne hearts, and then we know that praying to 
thee, or praifing of thee (with David, and other 
holy men) inthe [ame formes cannot hurt ws. 

Give us wildome to amend what ws amilfe with- 
in us, and there will be leffe to mend without us. 

Evermore defend and deliver thy Church from 
the effects of blind Zeale, and over-bold dewo- 
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17. OF the differences between the 


Kina and the two Houfes, in 


pant of ( burch-Government. 


Ouching theGovernueinvrofthe 
@ Church by Bifhops, the common Jea- 
loufie hath been, that I am earneft and 
refolute to maintaine it, not fo much out of 
piety, 2s policy, and reafon of State. 

Wherein fo far indeed reafon of State doth 
induce Me to approve that Gove nment a- 
bove any other, as 1 find it impoflible fora 
Prince to preferve the State in quiet, unleffe 
he hath fuch an influence upon Church-men ; 


and they fucha dependance on Him, as may 
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beft refirnine the {editions exorbitancies of 
Minifters tongues ; who with the Keyes of 
Feaven have fo farre the Keys ,of the Peoples 
hearts,as they prevaile much by their Oratory 
to Jet in, or {hut out, both Peace and Loyalty. 
So that I being (as Kr») intrufted by God, 
and the Lawes, with the good both of Church 
and State; I fee no Reafon I fhould give up, 
or weaken by any change, that power and in- 
fluence which in right and reafon Iought to 
have over both. 

The moving Bifhops out of the Houfe of 
Peers (of which I have elfwhere given an ac- 
count ) was fufficient to take eff any fufpicion, 
that Iencline to them for any ufe to be made 
of their Votes in State affaires: Though in- 
deed I never thought any Bifhop worthy to 
fit inthat Houfe, who would not Vote accor- 
ding to his Confcience. 

I mutt now in Charity be thought defirous 
to preferve that Government inits right ¢c,- 
ftitution, as a matter of Religion, wherein 
both My judgment is fully fatisfied, that it 
hath of all other the fulleft Scripture grounds, 
and alfo the conftant practife of all Chriftian 
Churches ; till of late yeares, the tumultuari- 
neffe of People, or the factioufneffe and pride 
ef Presbyters, or the covetoufnefle of fome 
States and Princes, gave occafion to fome 
mens wits to invent new models, and propose 

Lape uae them 
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them under {pecions titles of Chriffs Govern. 
ment, Scepter, and Kingdome. the better to 
ferve their turns, to whom the change was be- 
neficiall. | 
They mutt give Me leave, having none of 
their temptations to invite Me to alter the 
Government of Bifhops, (that I may have a 
title to their Eftates ) not to believe their pre- 
tended grounds to any new waies : contrary 
tothe full, and conftant teftimony of all Hi- 
ftories, {ufficiently convincing unbiafed men; 
that as the Primitive Churches were undoub- 
tedly governed by the Apoftles and their im- 
mediate Succeflours the firft and beft Bifhops: 
fo it cannot in reafon or charity be fuppofed, 
that all Churches in thé world fhould either 
be ignorant of the rule by them prefcribed, or 
fo {oon deviate from their divine and holy pat- 
terne : That fince the firft Age, for 1500 years 
not one Example can be produced of any fet- 
led Church, wherein were many Minifters and 
Congregations, which had not fome Bifhop 
above them, under whofe juri{diction and go- 
vernment they were. 

Whofe conftant and univerfall practife a- 
greeing with fo large, and evident Scripture- 
direCtions, and examples, are fet down in the 
Epiftles to Timothy and Titus, for the fetling 
of that Government, not in the perfons onely 
of Timothy and Titus, bur in the fucceffion ; 
L 3 (the 
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(the want of Government being that, which 
the Church can no more difpenfe with, in 
oint of wel-being, than the want of the word 
and Sacraments, in point of being.) 
Iwonder how men came to looke with ‘fo 
envious an eye upon Bifhops power and au- 
thority, as to overfee both the Ecclefiafticall 
ufe of them, and Apoftolicall conftitution : 
which to Me feems no leffe evidently fet forth 
astothe maine {cope and defigne of thofe E- 
piftles, for the ferling of a peculiar Office, 
Power, and Authority in them as Prefident- 
Bifhops above others, in point of Ordination, 
Cenfures, and other aéts of Ecclefiafticall dif- 
cipline; then thofé fhorter characters of the 
qualities and duties of Presbyter-Bifhops, and 
Deacons, are defcribed in fome parts of the 
fame Epiftles ; who in the latitude and com- 
munity of the name were then, and may now 
not improperly be call’d Br/hops.as to the over- 
fightand care of fingle Congregations, com- 
mitted to them by the Apoftles, or thofe A- 
pottolicall Bifhops, who as Timothy and T7- 
tus) fucceeded them in that ordinary power, 
there'affigned over larger divifions, in which 
were many Presbyters. 

The humility of thofe firft Bifhops avoiding 
the eminenttitle of Apoftles, as a namein the 
Churches ftile appropriared from its common 
notion (of @ —Meffenger, or. one fent) to that 
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fpeciall dignity which had extraordinary call, 
miffion, gifts, and power immediately from 
Chrift : they contented themfelves with the 
ordinary titles of Bifhops and Presbyters, un- 
till ufe, (the great arbitrator of words, and 
matter of language) finding reafonto diftin- 
guith by a’peculiar name thofe perfons, whofe 
power and office were indeed difting from, 
and above all other in the Church, as fuccee- 
ding the Apoftles in the ordinary and con- 
ftant power of governing the Churches, the 
honour of ( whofe naine they moderately,yet 
commendably declined ) al{ Chriftian Chur- 
ches (fubmitting to that {peciall authority ) 
appropriated alfo the name of Bifhop, without 
any fufpicion or reproach of arrogancy, to 

thofe, who were by Apoftolicall propagation 

rightly defcended & invefted into that highett 
and largeft power of governing even the moft 
pure-and Primitive Churches: which, with- 
out all doubt had many fich holy Bifhops, 
after the pattern of Timothy and Titus ; whofe 

{peciall power is not mote clearly fet dowa in 

thofe Epiftles (the chief grounds and limits 

Of all Epifcopall claime, as from divine right) 

then are the charaétets of thefe petilous times, 


| and thofe men that make them fuch ; who noc 


| enduting found-doGrine, and cleare teftimna- 
‘nies of all Churches practife, are moft per- 
verte Difputers, and proud Ufurpers, againft 
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crue Epifcopacy:: who, if they be not Tray- 
cours and Boafters, yer they. feem to be very 
coverous, heady, high-minded ; inordinate 
and fierce, lovers of themfelves, having much 
of rhe forme, little of the power of godlinefle. 
Who, by popular heaps of weak, light, and 
anlearned Teachers, (eek to over-lay and {mo- 


ther the pregnancy & authority.of that power 


of Epifcopall Government, which, beyond 
all equivocation and vulgar fallacy of names, 
‘¢ moft convincingly fer forth, both by Sert- 
pture, and all after Hiftories of the Church. 


This I write rather like a Divine, than 2: 


Prince, thar Pofterity may fee (if ever thefe | 


Papers be publique ) that I had faire grounds 
both from Scripture-Canons, & Ecclefiaftical 
examples, whereon My judgement was {tated 
for Epifcopall Government. © 

Nor was it any policy of State, or obftinacy 
of will, or partiality of affection, either ro the 


men, or their Function which fixed Me: who | 


cannot in point of worldly refpeéts be fo.con- 
fiderable to Me as to recompence the injuries 
and loffes I, and My deareft relations with My 


Kinodomes have iuftained, and hazarded, 


chiefly at firft upon this quarrell. 
And not onely in Religion, of which, Scri- 
pture is the beft rule, and the Churches Uni- 
verfall praétife the beft commentary, butalfo 
in right reafon,and the tru¢ nature of Govern- 
‘i ee pee ment, 
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ment, i¢cannot be thought that an orderly 
Subordination among Presbyters, or Mini- 
fters,fhould be any more againtt Chriftianiry, 
then. it.is in all fecular and civill Goyern- 
ments, where parity breeds Confufion and 
Faction, - | 

Icanno more beleeve , that fuch order. is 
inconfiftent with true Religion,then 200d fea- 
tures are with beauty, or numbers with har- 
mony. : 

Noris it likely that God, who appointed {e- 
verall orders, & a Prelacie,in the Government 


‘of his Church, among the Jewith Priefts , 


fhould abhor or forbid them among Chriftian 
Minifters ; who have as much of the principles 
of {chifme and divifion as other men; for pie- 
venting and {uppreffing of which, the Apofto- 
licall wifdome (which was divine) after that 
Chriftians were multiplied fo many Congre- 
gations, and Presbyters with them, appointed 
this way of Government, which might beft 
preferve order and union with Authority. 
So that I conceive it was not the favour of 
Princes, or ambition of Presbyters, but the 
wifdome and piety of the Apoftles, that firft 
fetled Bifhops in the Church; which Autho- 
rity they conftantly ufed, and injoyed in thofe 
times, which were pureft for Religion, though 
sharpeft for Perfecution. 
~ NotthatIam againft the managing of ahis 
¥e= 
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Prefidency and Authority in one man, by the) | 
joynt Counfell and confent of many Presky-| ’ 
cers: TL have offered to reftore that, as a fit) | 
meanes to avoid thofe Errours, Coftuptions;| | 
and Partialities, which are incident to any one} ' 
man; Alfo to avoid Tyranny, which becomes | 
no Chriftians, leaft of all Church-men, be-| 
fides , it will be ameanes to take away that 
burden, and odium of affaires, which may lie 
too heavy on one mans fhoulders, as indeed 
{think it formerly did onthe Bithops here. | 

Nor can I fee what can be more agreeable, | 
both to Reafon and Religion, then fuch’ aj) 
frame of Government which is paternall, not, | 
Magifteriall , and wherein not only the ne- 
cefliry of avoiding Faction’ and Confufton, 
Emulations and Contempts, which are prone 
to arife among equals in power and function ; 
but alfothe differences of fome Minifters gifts, 
and aptitudes for Government above others, 
doth invite to imploy 'them, in reference to 
thofe Abilities, wherein they are Eminent. 

Nor is this judgement of Mine touching | 
Epifcopacy , any pre-occupation of opinion, | 
which will not admit any oppofitions againft 
it: It is well known T-have endeavoured to 
fatisfie My felf in what the chief Patrons for 
other wayes can fay ‘againft this, or? fot 
theirs : And I find they have, as fatre leffe of 
Scripture grounds, and of RKeafon; fo for ex- 

| amples, 
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| amples, and practice of the Church, or tefti- 
, monies of Hiftories, they are wholly deftitute, 
| wherein the whole ftream runs {6 for Epif- 
| copacy, thatthere is not the leaft rivulet for 
any others. 

As for thofe obtruded examples of fome 
| late reformed Churches, (for many retain Bi- 
| thops ftill) whom neceffity of times and af- 
/faires rather excufeth, then commendeth for 
their inconformity to all Antiquity; Icould 
never fee any reafon why Churches orderly 
|. reformed and governed by Bifhops fhould be 
i,«tced to conform tothofe few, rather then 
‘to the Catholick example of all Ancient 
Churches , which needed no Reformation : 
And tothofe Churches atthis day, who Go- 
verned by Bifhops in all the Chriftian world, 
até many more then Presbyterians or Inde- 
pendents can pretend to be; All whom 
the Churches in My three Kingdomes lately 
Governed by Bithops,would equalize think) 
if not exceed, 

Nor is itany point of wifdom or charity, 
where Chriftians differ, (as many do in fome 
points) there to widen the differences, and at 
} Once to give allthe Chriftian world (except 
|) 2 handfull of fore Proteftants ) fo great a 


fcandall in point of . Church-eovernment’s:.. 


jwhom, though you may convince of their 
| Extrours infome points of Doétrine, yet you 
F {hall 
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fhall never perfwade them, that tocompleat | 
their Reformation, they muft neceffarily de- 
fert, and wholly ‘caft off that Government, | 
which they , and all before them have ever | 
owned as Catholick, Primitive, and Apofto- 
licall: So far, that never Schifmaticks, nor 


Hereticks (except thofe: Arians) have ftrayed | 


from the Unity; and Conformity of the 
Church inthat point , ever having Bilhops a- 
bove Presbyters, 

Befides, the late genera!l approbation and 
fubmitfion to this Government of Bifhops, by 


the Clergy,as wellas.the Laity of thefe Kin, *| 
domes, is 2 great confirmation of My Judg-" 
ment; and their cinconftancy is a great preju- 


dice againft their novelty ; Icannot in charity 
fo far doubt of their learning or integrity,as if 
they underftood not what heretofore they did; 
or that they did conform contrary to their 


= 


Conf{ciences;So that their facility and levity.ts | 


never to be excufed,who,beforeever the point | 
of Church-government had any free & impar- 


tiall debate, contrary totheir former Oathes 
and practice, againft their obedience to the 


Lawes in force, and againft My confent, have | 
not only quite cryed down theGovernment by - 


Bifhops ; but have approved and incouraged 
the violent and moft illegall itripping all the 
Bifhops, and many other Church-men, of all 
their due Authority and Revenues, even to 

the 
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the felling away, and utter alienation of thofe 
Church-lands from any Ecclefiafticall ufes - 
So great a power hath the ftream of times,and 
the prevalency of parties over fome mens 
| judgements; of whofe fo fudden and fo totall 
change, little reafon can be given, befides the 
_ Scots Army comming into Exeland, 

But the folly of thefe men will at laft punifh 


| itfelf, and the Defertors of Epifcopacy will 


_ appeare the greateft Enemies to,and Betrayers 
of their owne intereft: for Presbytery is ne- 
« ‘fo confiderable or effectual, as when it is 


| joyned to,and crowned with Epifcopacy. All 
| Minifters wil find as great a difference in po:nt 


‘of thriving, between the favour of the People, 
and of Princes, as plants doe between being 
wa’ered by hand, or by the fweet and liberall 
dews of Heaven. : 
The tenuiry and contempt of Clegy-men 
will fooue let them fee, what a poore carcaffe 


| they. are, when parted from the influence of 


ithat Head, to whofe Supremacy they have 
been {worne. 
A little moderation: might have prevented 


}great mifchiefs ; I am firme to Primitive E- 


|pifcopacy, not to haveit extirpated, (if I can 
jhinder it. ) Difcretion without paffion might 
jeafily reforme, whatever the ruft of times, or 
findulgence of Laws, or corruption of man- 
fners have brought upon it. It being a groffe 
[ vulgar 
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: vulgat ¢rrour to impute to, or revenge upon 
| the Function, the faults of times, or perfons ; 
which feditious and popular principle, and) 
pradtife, all wife men abhorre. 

For thofe fecular additaments and orna- 
ments of Authority, Civill Honour and E- 
4 ftate, which My Predeceffours, and Chriftian | 
i Princes in all Countries have annexed to Bi-| 
if fhops and Church-mens I look upon them, | 
eh but as jut rewards of their learning, and pie+) 
ty, who are fit to bein any degree of Churc! | 

Government ; alfo enablements to works/-S 4 
Charity, & Hofpitality, meet ftrengthenings| 
of their Authority in point of refpe&, and ob-| 
fervance; which in peacefull times is hardly | 
payed to any Governours by the meafure of | 
their vertues, fo much, as by that of their E-| 
{tates ; Poverty and meannefle expofing them | 
and their Authority to the contempt of licen- | 
tious minds, and manners, which perfecuting 
Times much reftrained. | 
I would have fuch men Bifhops, as are mot | 
| worthy of thofe incouragements,and beft able | 
roufe them: if ac any time My judgment of | 
men failed My good intention made My er-' 
rour veniall: And fome Bifhops, lam fure, I | 
had, whofe learning, gravity, and piety, no | 
men of any worth or forehead can deny : But, 
ofall men, I would have Church-men, efpe- 
cially the Governours ‘to be redeemied ol 
that 
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that vulgar neglect. which (befides an innate 
principle of vitious Oppofition, which is in all 
| men againft thofe that {eer to eprove, or ren 
| ftraine them) wil] neceflarily follow both the 
| Presbyterian parity, which makes all Mini- 
| flers equall ; and the Independent inferiority, 
| which fets their Paftors below the People. 
This for My judgment touching Epifcopa- 

cy, wherein (‘God knows ) I doe not gratifie 4- 
| ny defigne or paffion with the leaft perverting 
| of Truth. 

« And now I appeale to God above, and all 
| the Chriftian world, whether it be jutt for 
| Subjeéts, or pious for Chriftians by violence, 
| and infinite indignities, with {eryile reftramts 
| tofeekto force Me their K 1 nc and Sove- 
| Faizne,as fome men have endeavoured to doe, 
againft all thefe srounds of My Judement, to 
| confent to their weak and divided novelties. 

The greateft Pretender of them defires not 

more -han I doe, That the Church fhould be 
governed, as Chrift hath appointed, in true 
Reafon, and in Scripture of which, I could 
jmever fee any probable thew for any other 
}waies: who cither content them{elves with 
ithe examples of fome Churches In their ine 
fancy & folitude; when one Presbyter might 
i{erve one Congregation, in City or Coun- 
trey; or elfe they deny thefe mof evident 
Truths, That the Apoftles were Bifhops over 
es: thore 


thofe Presbyters they ordained, as well as d- | 
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ver the Churches they planted ; and that; Go- 
vernment being necefiary for the Churches | 
wel-being, when multiplied and fociated,muft | 
alfo neceflarily defcend from the Apoftles to 
others, after the example of that power and 
fuperioricy, they had above others ;. which 
could not end with their perfons ; fince the } 
ufe and ends of fuch Government ftill con- | 
tinue. ad 
Tris moft fure, that the pureft Primitive and 
beft Churches flourifhed under Epifcopacy ~.. 
and may fo ftill, if ignorance, fuperftition, a- 
varice, revenge, and other diforderly and dif- 
loyall paffions had not fo blowne up fome | 
mens minds againft it, that what they want of | 
Reafons or Primitive Patterns, they fuprly 
with violence and oppreffion, whereinfome | 
mens zeale for Bifhops Lands, Houfes, and | 
Revenues hath fet them on worke to cate up | 
Epifcopacy: which (however other mea e- | 
ftecm )to Mc is no leffe fin, than Sacriledge; | 
or arobbery of Gon (the giver of all we have) | 
of that portion which devout mindes have | 
thankfully given againe to him, in giving it to. | 
his Church and Prophets; through whofe 
hands he gracioufly accepts evena cup of cold — 
water, as a libation offered to himfelfe. 
Furthermore, as to My particular engage- 
ment above other men, by an ‘Oath agreeable | 
to 
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to My judgement, I am folemnly obliged to 
preferve that Government; aid the Rights of 
the Church. 

Were I convinced of the unlawfullneffe of 
the Function , as Antichriftian, (which fome 
menboldly, but weakly calumniate) I could 
foone, with Judgment, break that Oath,which 
erronecoufly was taken by Me. 

But being daily by the beft difquifition of 
truth, more confirmed in the Reafon and 
Religion of that, to which lam Sworn ; How 
can any man'that wifheth nor My damnation, 
perfwade Meat once to fo notorious and com- 
bined fins,of Sacriledge and Perjury ¢ befides 
the many perfonall Injuftices I muft doe to 
many worthy meri,who are ds legally invefted 
iviiheir Eftates, as any, who feck to deprive 


them; and they have byno Law, been con- 


vidted of thofe crimes ; which might forfeit 
their Eftates and Lively- hoods. | 
have oft wondred how men pretending 
to teridernefle of Confcience, and Reformatt- 
on, canat once tell Me, that My Coronation 
Oath binds Me to Confent to whatfoever 
they fhall propound to Me, (which they urge 
with fuch violence) though contrary to all 


| that Rationall and Religious freedome which 
every man ought co preferves& of which they 
| feem fo tender in theit own Votes; yet at the 
“| fame time thefe men will needs perfwade Me, 
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That I muft, and ought to difpence with, and | 
roundly break that partof My Oath, which | 


binds Me<agrecable to the beft light of Reafon | 
and Religion I have)to maintain the'Govern- | 


ment, and legall Rights of the Church, ’Tis | 
ftrange My lot fhould be valid inthat part, | 


“which both My felf, and all men in theirown 


cafe, efteem injurious & unreafonable,as being 


againft the very naturall and effenuiall liberty | 
of our foules ; yet it fhould be invalid, and to | 
bebroken inanother claufe, wherein I think | 


My felfe jufthy obliged, both to God and | 


Man. 


Yet upon this Rack chiefly have I been held | 


fo long, by fome mens.ambitious Covetoul- 
nefle, and facrilegious Oruelty ; torturing 
(with Me) both Church and State, in Ci-jll 


‘ 


| 
) 
i 


| 
| 


diflentions ; till I fhall be forced to confent, | 


and declare that _Idoe approve, what (God. 
knowes) I utrerly diflike, and inMy Soul-ab- | 
hor, as many wayes highly againft Reafon, | 
Juftice,and Religion’: and wherero, if I fhould | 
fhamefully, and difhonourably giveMy cone | 
fent; yee thould I -not ‘by fo doing, fatisfie | 
the divided Interefts and Opinions of thofe |. 


SS a 


Parties , which contend with each others | 
ds well as both againft Me and Epifco- 


pacy. 


Nor can My late condefcending tothe Scors | 
~ in point of Church-government,be rightlyob- | 
jected 
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jected againft Me,as an inducement for Me,to 
confent to the like in My other Kingdoms, For 
it fhould be confidered that Epifcopacy was 
not fo rooted and fetled there,as’tis here 5 nor 
T (in that refpect) fo ftrictly bound to continue 
it in that Kingdom as in this ; for what I think 
in My judgment beft, I may not think fo ab- 
folutely neceffary for all places, & ar all times, 

Ifany fhall impute My yeilding to them, as 
My failing and fin, I can eafily acknowledge 
it; butthatis no argument todo fo again, OF 
‘much worle; I being now more convinced 


_ inthat point : nor indeed hath My yeilding to 


them been fo happy and fucceflefull as to in- 
courage Me to grant the like to others. 

Did I {ce any thing more of Chrift, as to 
Mecknefle, Juftice, Orcer, Charity, and Loy- 


alty inthofe that pretend to other modes of 


Government, Imight fufpect My judgment 
to be biaffed, or fore-ftalled with fome preju- 


| diceand wontedneffe of opinion ; but I have 


hitherto fo much caufe to fulpea the contrary 
inthe manners of many of thofe men, that I 
cannot from them gain the leaft reputation for 
their new wayes of Government. | 
Nor can I find that in any Reformed Chut- 
ches (whofe paternes are fo cryed up, and ob- 
truded upon the Churches under My Domi- 
nion). that either Learning , of Religion, 


| workes of Piety or Charity, have fo flourifhed 


% be- 
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beyond what they have done in My. King- 
domes ( by Gods bleffing ) which might make 
Me believe either Presbytery or Independen- 
cy have a more benigne influence upon the 
Church and mens hearts and lives, than Epif- 
copacy in its right conftitution. 

The abufes of which, deferve to be extirpa+ 
ted, as muchas the uferetained ; for] think it 
farre bettertoholdto primitive and uniforme 
Antiquity, than to comply with divided no- 
velty. 

A right Epifcopacy would at once fatisfie 
all juft defires and interefts of good. Bifhops, 
humble Presbyters, and fober People; foas 
Church affaires fhould be. managed neither | 
with tyrannie, parity, nor popularity ; neither | 
Bifhops ejected, nor Presbyters defpifed, nor 
People opprefied. | 

And in this integrity both of My Judgment - 
and Confcience, I hope God will preferve 
Me. | 


For Thou, O Lord, knoweft my uprightneffe, 
and tenderneff[e, as thon hajt [et me to be a De> 
fender of the Faith, and a Protectour of thy |} 
Church, fo fuffer me not by any violence, to be | 
overborne againft my Confcience. 

Arife 0 Lord, maintaine thine owue Canfe, let 
not thy Church be deformed, as 10 that Goveru- 
ment, which derived from thy Apostles, hath 

been 
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been retained in pureft and primitive times, tilt 
the Revenues of the Church became the object of 
fecular envy, which feeks to rob it of all the in- | 
couragements of Learuing and Religion. ee 

Make me, as the good Samaritan, compafsie- : 
nate, and helpfull to thy afflicted Church. which 
fome men have wounded and robbed , others pafve 
by without regard, either to pity, or relieve. 
As my power ts from thee, fo give me grace to 
ufert for thee. | 
And though I am not fuffered to be Mafter of 
my other Rights as a4 Kina, yet preferve mein 
that liberty of Reafon, love.of Religion, and thy 
Churches welfare, which are fixed in my Confct- 
ence ts a Chriftian. 
 Preferve, from Sacrilegious invafions, thofe 
temporall blefsings, which thy providence hath 
beftowed on thy Church for thy glory. 
: Forgive their finnes and errours, who have 
»| deferved thy juft -permifsion, thus to let inthe 
| wild Boare,and {ubtill Foxes, to waft and deform 
thy Vineyard,which thy right hand hath planted, 
| and the dew of Heaven fo long watered to a happy 
-| and flour ifbing estate. | | i 
| Olet me not beare the infamous brand to all ie. 
| Pofterity of being the firft Chriffian Kine in | 
| this Kingdome , who fhould confent to the op- it 
prefsion of thy Church, and the Fathers of it; \4 
| whofe errours I would rather, with Conftantine, ih) 
ih| cover with filence, and reforme with meckne(fe, 
mM) M 3 | thas 
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shan expofe their per[oas, and facred Funttions, || 
7] to vulgar contempt. t 
i Thott, O Lord, feeft- how much I have foffered 
if with, and for thy Church ,make no long tarrying 
if © my God, to deliver both me, and tt, from un- 
| yeafonable men ; whofe counfels have brought — 
lt forth, and continne [uch violent confufions, bye | 
i precipitant deftroying the ancient boundaries of 
ony thy Churches peace thereby letting in all man- 
inh ner of errours,{chifmes, and diforders. | 
i o thou God, of order, and of truth, imthy good | 
time, abate the malice, afwage the rage, and con- | 
foand all the mifchievous devices of thine mine, 
‘and thy Churches enemstes. | 
That I, and all that love thy Church, woay fing | 
raifestothee, andever magnifie thy falvation, 
even before the fons of wen. ) 


18, Upon Vxbridge-Treaty, and 
other Offers made by the KinGe | 
[ Look upon the way of Treaties, as ares | 


tiring from fighting like Beafts, to arguing | 
a #™like Men; whofe ftrength fhouldbe more |. 
| ian in their underftandings, than in their limbs. 
| a And though I could feldome getopportus | 
nities to Treat, yet I never wanted either de- 
fire or difpofition to it; having greatercon- | 
fidence of My Reafon, than My Sword: [| 
: Was | 
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was fo wholly refolved to yeild to the firft, 
that I thought neither My felfe, nor others, 
fhould need to ufe the fecond, if once we 


rightly underftood each other. 
Nor did I ever think it a diminution of Me, 


to prevent them with Expreffes of My defires, 


and even importunities to Treat: It being an 
office, not onely of humanity, rather to ule 
Reafon, than Force ; but alfo of Chriftianity 
to feck peace and enfuc it. ; : 

As lam very unwillingly compelled to de- 
fend My felf with Armes, fo I very willingly 
embraced any thing tending to Peace. 

The events of all Warre by the Sword be- 


. ing very dubious, and of a Civill Warre un- 


rb) 


comfortable; the end Hah recompencing, 
and late repairing the mifchief of the means. _ 

Nor did any fucceffe I had ever enhaunce 
with Me the price of Peace, as earneftly defi- 
red by Meas any man; though I was like to 


- pay dearer for it than any man: All that I 


fought to referve was, Mine Honour, and My 
Confcience ; the one I could. not part with as 
aK 1 na, theotheras a Chriftian. 


- The Treaty at Uxbridge gave the faireft hopes 
of an happy compofure had others applied 


themfelves to it with the fame moderation,as | 


.| did, Iam confident the War had then ended. 


Dae 
| fon, Honour, and Confcience, would give Me 


L was willing to condefcend, as farre as Kea- 


M4 - leave ; 
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leave ; nor were the remaining differences fo: 
effentiall to My Peoples happineffe ; or of fuch: 
confequence ; as in the leaft kind to have hin= 
dred My Subjects either fecurity, or profperi-. 
ty ; for they better enjoyed both, many years, 

before ever thofe demands were made, fome 

of which, to deny, Ithink the greateft Juftice 

to My elf, and favour to My Subjeéts. 

I fee, Jealoufies are not fo eafily allayed, as 
they are raifed: Some men are more afraid to 
retreat from violent Engagements, than to 
Engage: what is wanting inequity, muft be 
made up in’ pertinacy. Such as had little to 
ehjoy in peace, orto lofe in warre,, ftudied to 
render the very name of Peace odious and {u- 
{pected. ru a | 

In Church affaires, where I had leaft liberty 
of prudence, having fo many ftrict ties of 
Confcience upon Me, yet I was willing to 
condefcend fo farre to the fetling of them, as 
might hawe given fair {atisfaction to all men, 
whom faction, covetoufnefle, or fuperftition 
had not engaged more, than any true zeale, 
charity, or love of Reformation. 3 
~~ Twas content to yeild to all that might feem 

‘to adyance true piety ; Lonely fought to con- 
tinue what was neceffary in point of Order, 
Maintenance, and Authority to the Churches 
Government ; and what 1am perfwaded (as I 
have elfwhere fet downe My thoughts more | 


fally) | 
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fully ) ismofe agreeable tothe true Principles 
of all Government, raifed to its full ftature 
and perfection, as alfo to the primitive Apo- 
ftolicall patterne, and the practife of the Uni- 
verfall Church conforme thereto. 

From which wholly to recede, without any 
probable reafon urged or anfwered, onely to 
{atisfie {ome mens wills and fantafies ( which 
yet agree not among themfelves in any point, 
but that of extirpating Epifcopacy, and fight- 
ing againft Me ) muft needs argue fuch a foft- 
nefle, and infirmity of mind in Me, as will ra- 
ther part with Gods Truth, than Mans Peace, 
and -rather lofe the Churches honour, than 
croffe fome mens Factions humours. 

‘God knowes, and time will difcover, who 
were moft too blame for the un-fuccesfuineffe 
of that Treaty,and who mutt bear the guile of 
after-calamities. I believe, I am very excu- 
fable both before God, and all unpaffionate 
men, who have ferioufly weighed thofe tran{- 
aétions, wherein I endeavoured no leffe the re- 
ftauration of Peace to My people,than the pre- 
fervation of my own Crowns to my Pofterity. 

- Some men have that height, as to interpret 
all faire Condefcendings, as Arguments: of 
feebleneffe; and glory moft in an unflexible 


ftifneffe,when they fee others moft fupple and 


inclinable tothem. 
A grand Maxime with them was alwaies 
; to 
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to askefomething, which in rion and ho- | 
nour muft be denied, that they might have 
fome colour to refufe all that was in other 
things granted ; fetting Peace at as high arate, 
as the wort effects of Warte ; endeavonring 
firft to make Me deftroy My felfe by difho- 
nourable Conceffions,that fo they might have 
the lefle to doe. 

This was all which that Treaty, or any o- 
ther produced, to let the world fee, how little 
I would deny, or they grant, in order to the 
Publique peace. 

That it gave occafion to fome mens further 
reftivenctte, is imputable to their owne de- 
praved tempers, not to any Conceffions or 
Negations of Mine: [have alwaies the con- 
tent of what I offered, and they the regret,and 
blame, for what they refufed. 

The higheft tide of fucceffe fet me not above 
a Treaty, northe loweft ebbe below a Fight : 
Thongh I never thought it any figne of true 
valour, to be prodigall of mens lives, rather 
then to be drawne to produce our owne rea- 
fons, or fub{cribe to other mens. 

That which made Me for the moft part pre- 
fage the unfuccesfulnefle of any Treaty, was, 
fome mens unwillingnefle to Tteat: which 
implied fome things were tobe gained by the 
Sword, whofe unreafonableneffe they were 
loath to have fairly fcanned, being more pro- 

per 
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per to be acted by Souldiers, than by Coun- 


» fellours. . 


I pray God forgive them that were guilty 
of that Treaties breaking ; and give them 
grace tomake their advanzages gotten by the 
Sword a better opportunity to ufe fuch mo- 
deration, as was then wanting ; that fo though 
Peace were for our fins juftly deferred, yet at 
aft it may be happily obtain’dswhat we could 
not get by our Treaties, we may gaine by our 
Prayers. 


O Thou, that art the God of Reafen, and of 
Peace, who difdaineft not to Treat with Sinners, 
preventing them with offers of atonement, aud 
befeeching thens to be reconciled with thy felfe : 
who wanteft not power or juftice,to deftroy then: » 
yet aboundeft in mercy to fave : foften our hearts 
by the bloud of our Redeemer, and perfwade us to 


| accept of Peace with thy felf, and both to procure 
and preferve peace among our felves, as Men 


and Chrifliens , How oft have lintreated for 
Peace, but when I fpeak thereof, they make then 
ready to Warre. 


_Condemne ws not to our passions, which are de- 


| frractive, both of our felves, and of others. 


Cleare up ovr under flandings, to fee thy Truth, 


| both in Reafon, as Men, and in Religion, as 


Christians : and encline all our hearts to held 


| the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of Peace. 


Take 
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Take from us that enmity which new in our 
hearts againft thee: and give us that charity 
which [hould be among id ituel | 
Remove the evils of Warre we have deferved, 
and beftow upon us that Peace, which only Chrift 
onr great Peace-maker can merit. 


19. Upon the various events of the 
Warre ; Victories, and Defeats, | 


T He various Succeffes of this unhappy — 
war, have at leaft, afforded Me variety | 
of good Meditations :fometimes God } 

was pleafed totrie Me with Victory, by wor- | 

fting My Enemies, that I might know how | 
with moderation and thanks to owne, and ufe |) 
his power,who is onely the true Lord of Hats ; | 
able when he pleafes to repreffe the confidence | 
of thofe,that fought againft Me, with fo great | 
advantages for power and number. | 
From fmall beginnings on My part he let — 

Me fee, that I was not wholly forfaken by. 

My peoples love, ar his protection. | 
Orher times God was pleafed to exercife | 

My patience, and teach Me not to truft in — 

the arme of Flefh, but in the living God. | 
My fins fometimes prevailed againft the ju- 

ftice of My Caufe:& thofe that were with Me — 
wanted 
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wanted not matter and occafion for his juft 
chaftifement both of them, and Me: Nor 
were My enemies leffe punifhed by that pro- 
{perity ; which hardened. them to continue 


that injuftice by open hoftilicy, which was be- 
gan by moft riotous and unparliamentary Tu- 


mults. ti 
There is no doubt but perfonall and pri- 
vate fins may oft-times over-balance the Ju- 


| ftice of Publick engagements ; nor doth God 


| account every gallant Man (in the worlds e- 


fteem) afitinftrument to affert in the way of 


| War arighteous Caufe, The more men are 


prone to arrogate to their own skill, valour 
and {trength, the leffe doth God ordinarily 
work by them for his own glory. | 

Iam fure the event or fuccefle can never 
ftate the Juftice of any Caufe, nor the peace of 
mens Confciences,nor the eternall fate of their 
| Soules. 


undoubtedly, fortheir Juftification the Word 
_ of God, andthe Lawes of the Land, together 


with their own Oathes ; all requiring obedi- 


| ence to My juft Commands ; but tonone o- 


f 


al 


ther under Heaven without Me,or againft Me, 
| inthe point of raifing Armes. 
Thofe on the other fide are forced to flie to 


_| the thifts of fome pretended Feares, and wild 


| fundamentals of State (as they call them) 
which 


Thofe with Me had (I think) clearly and 


174 : 
which a@ually overthrow the prefent fabrick, | 
both of Church and State ; being fuch imagi- 
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nary Reafons for felf-defence as are moft im- | 
pertinent for thofe men to alledge, who being | 


My Subjects, were manifeftly the firft affaul- 


ters of Meand the Lawes: firft by unfuppre(- | 


fing the Tumults, after by lifted Forces: The 


fame Allegations they ufe, will fic any Faction | 


that hath but power and confidence enough to 
fecond with the Sword, all their demands a- 


gainft the prefent Lawes & Governours;which | 


can never be {uch as fome fide or other will 
not find fault with, fo as to urge what they 
calla Reformation of them to a Rebellion a- 
gainft them, fome parafitick Preachers have 
dared tocall thofe Martyrs, who died fight- 


ing againft Me, the Lawes, their Oathes, and_ 


the Religion Eftablithed. 

But fober Chriftians know, That glori- 
ous Title, can with Truth be applied only to 
thofe, who fincerely preferred Gods Truth, 
and their duty inalf rhefe particulars before 
their lives, and ail thar was dear to them in 


this world; who having no advantageous der _ 


fisnes by any Innovation, were teligionfly 


fenfible of thofe ties to God, the Church, 
and My felf, which lay upon their Souls, borli 


for obedience and juft affiftance. 


God could, and Idoubr not but he did 


through his mercy, crown many of them wit 
° eters 
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eternail life, whofe lives were loft in fo jufta 
Caufe; The deftruction of their bodies being 
fanctified,as a means to fave their Soules. 

Their wounds, and temporal! ruine ferving 
as a gracious opportunity for their eternall 
health and happinefle ; while the, evident 
approach of death did, through Gods grace, 
effectually difpofe their hearts to fuch Humi- 
lity, Faith, and Repentance, which together 

with the Redtitude of their prefent engage- 
| ment, would fully prepare them for a better 
life then that, which their enemies brutith and 

difigyall fierceneffe could deprive them of ; 
| or without Repentance hope to enjoy. 

They have often indeed, had the better a- 
| gainft My fide in the Field bit never, 1 believe, 
| at the barre of Gods Tribunall, ortheir own 
' Confciences ; where they are more afraid to 
| encounter thofe many pregnant Reafons,both 
) from Law, Allegiance, and alltrue Chriftian 
J grounds, which conflict with, and accufe 
them z# their own thoughts , then they oft 
) were in adefperate bravery to fight againft 
‘\thofe Forces, which fometimes God gave 
() Me. 

Whole condition conquered, and dying, I 
make no queftion, but is infinitely more to be 
‘chofen by afober man, (that duly values his 
{| duty, his foul, and eternity, beyond the en- 
{)joyments of this prefent life) then the moft 
4 tri- 
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triumphant glory, wherein their and Mine } 
Enemies fapervive ; who cant hardly avoid to f 
be daily tormented by that horrid guilt, where- | 
with their fufpicious, or now convicted Con- | 
{ciences do purfue them, efpecially fincethey | 
and all the world have feen, how falfe and | 
un-intended -thofé pretenfions were, which | 
they firtt fer forth, as the only plaufible. 
(though not juftifiable) grounds of raifinga | 
War, and continuing ir thus long againft Me, | 
and the Lawes eftablithed; in whofe fafety | 
and prefervation all honeft men think the wel- | 
fare of their Country doth confift. eo | 
For, and withall which, it is farre more | 
honourable and comfortable to fuffer, then ” 
to profper in their ruine and fubverfion. | 
Thave often prayed, that all on My fide | 
might joyn true piety with the fenfe of their | 
Loyalty , and be as faithfull to God and their | 
own foules, asthey were to Me. That the de= | 
feéts of the one might not blaft the endeavours: | 
of the other. | 
Yer Tcannot think, that any fhewes, or | 
truth of piety on the other fide were fufficient 
to difpence with, or expiate the defeéts of their 
Duty and Loyalty to Me, which have fo 
pregnant convictions on mens Confciences; 
that even profaner men are moved by the 
fenfe of them to venture their lives for Me. 
Inever had any vi&ory which was ee 
- y 
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My forrow, becaufe it was on Mine owne 
Subjects, who, likewAbfolem, died many of 
them in their finne: And yet I never fuffered 
any Defeat, which made Me defpaire of Gods 
metcyanddefence. gM dn 

I never defired fuch Victories, as might ferve 
to conquer, but onely reftore the Lawes and 
Liberties of My people, which I faw were 
extreamly oppreffed,together with My Rights 
by thofe men, who were impatient of any juft 

r vettraints - ose: ie rug 

When Providence gave Me; or denied Me 
Victory, My defire was neither to boaft of My 
power, nor rocharge God foolifhly ; who I 
believed at laft would make all things to work 
together for My good. ee oe, 

I withed no greater advantages by the War; 
then ro bring My Enemies to moderation, and 
My Friends to peace. 3 AA ag 

I was afraid of the temptation of an abfo- 

} lure conqueft, and never prayed more for vi- 

_ Gory over others, than over My felf. When 

‘| the firft was denied, the fecond was granted 

i) Me. which God faw beft for Me. 

i} .. The different events were but the methods 

0} of divine juftice, by contrary winds to winow 

sf us: That, by punifhing our finnes, he might 

it purge them from us ; and by deferring peace, 
he might prepare us more to prize, and better 


«} to ule fo greatableffing. | 3 
va. N My 
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| _ “My often Meflages for Peace thewed, that T 


delighted not in Warre: as My formér Con- | 
| ceffions fufficiently teftified, how willingly I | 
| would have prevented it; and My totall un- 
Li preparedneffe for it, how little I intended it. | 
if The confcience of My Tnnocéiicy forbade | 
ia Me to feare a Warte: but the love of My 
i ik King domes commanded Me (if pofible) to | 
(Be avoid it. | 
bi Tam guilty inthis Warre of nothins, but | 
_ this, That I gave fuch advantages #6 fone | 
men, by confirming their power, whieh they | 
knew not to wife with that modefty, and cra- | 
ticude, which became their Loyalty and My | 
confidence. 
| Had I yeilded lefle, Thad beéeh oppoted | 
leffe; had I denied mote, I had beén more | 
obeyed. | 
‘Tis now too lateto review the occafions of | 
the Warre ; 1 with onely a happy conclufion, 
of fo unhappy beginnings: The inevitable 
fate of our finnes was (ho doubt) hich, «4s 
vould no fonger fuffer the divine juftice to be 
quiet: we having conquered his patience, are 
condemned by mutuall conqueériags, to de- |. 
ftroy one another: for, the moft préfpérous | 
. fuccefles on either fide, impaire the welfare of | 
tle wholé, 1 
Thole Victories are {Hill miferable, that |, 
jeave our finhes un-fubdued ; flufhing our | 
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pride, and animating to continue injuries. 
Peace it felfis nordefireable, till repentance 
have prepared us for it. 
When we fight more againft our felves, and i 
lefle againft God, we fhall céate fighting a- i 
odinit one another; I pray God thefe may ali 
meet in our hearts, and fo difpofe us to'an i 
happy conclufion of thefe Civil Wares, that ; 
I may know better to obey God, and gover 
My People,and they may leati better to obey 
both God and Me. . 
Nor doe I defire any man fhould be furchet 
ful-ject to Me, then all of us may be fubject to 

God. | 


0 my God, make me content to be overcome, 
when thon wilt have it fo. 
Teach me the novleft vistory over my felf, anc 
| my Enemies by patience, which was Chriits 
| conynelt , avd may well become a Chriftian 
| King, Sows’ 
—«< “Between borh thy bands, the right fometinnes 
 fupportine, and the left afflicting , fafhion us te | 
thaiframe of piety thon likeft befr. 
| Forgive the pride that attends our projperons, 
8 | 4nd the repinings, which follow our difafirous 4 
{| events , when coine forth in ovr owne fireneth i 
| thou withdrawelt thine, and gocft wet forth witls \4 
th our Armies. | , | 
Be thon al, when we are fomerhing; and wher | 
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we are nothing, that thou may/t have the glory, 
when we areina victorious, er inglorious con- 
dition. | 

Thon o Lord knoweft, how bard it w for me to 
fiffer fo much evill from my Subjects, to whom 
L intend nothing but good , ana I cannot but [uf- 
fer in thofe evils which they compel mze to infirct 
upon them. punifhing my felfe in their punifh- 
ments. | 

Since therefore both in conquering, and being 
conquered, I am ftill aSufferer; I befeech thee 


to vive me adouble portion of thy Spirit, ana | 


that meafure of grace, which onely can be Suf- 
ficient for me. 


As 1am moft afflicted, fo make me moft refor- | 
med: that Imaybe not onely happy ta feean | 
end of thefe civill diftractions, but achiefe In-. | 
firument to reftore and eftablifh a firme,and blef- | 


fed Peace tomy K. ingdomes. 


Stirre up all Parties piows ambitions toover- | 
come each other with reafon, moderation, and 


fuch felf-deniall, as becomes thofe, who confider, 


mans chiefeft interest. 
If 0 Lord, as for the finnes of our peace, thou 
haft brought upon ws the miferies of warre,s fo 


forthe finnes of warre rhou fhouldst fee fit (till ta 


. “deny us the blefing of peace, aud foto keep us in 
A circulation of wsiferies ; yet give me thy Ser- 


Vail, 


that our mutuall divifions are our common di- 
ftractions, and the Union of all is every g00a 
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want, and al Loyall, though afflicted Subjects , 


ti 


bye 


to enjoy that peace which the world can neither 


give to us, nor take from us. 
Impute not to me*the blend of my Subjects, 


which with infinite unwillingneffe and gritfe, 


hath beew fhed by me, in my juft and neceffary de 
fence, but walh me with that pretious bloud, 
which bath been fhed for me, by my great Peace- 
maker, Fefus Chrift. Who will, I trast, redecm 
me fhortly out of all my troubles: for, I know 
the triumphing of the Wicked ts but fhort, ana 
the joy of Hypocrites is bat for a moment. 


20. Upon the ‘Re formations of the 
‘Times, | 
YO Glory is more to be envied than 


i} that,of due Reforming either Church 
or State, when deformities are fuch, 


|| chat the perturbation and novelty are not like 
| toexceed the benefit of Reforming. 


Although God fhould not honour Me fo 


| farre, as to make Me an Inftrument of fo sood 


a worke, yet I fhould be glad to fee it dones; 
As Iwas well pleafed with this Parliaments 
| firft intentions to reform what the Indulgence 
‘of Times, and corruption of manners might 


have depraved ; fo I am forry to {ee after the 
| N 3 free= 
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freedame of Parliament was by faGious Tu- 
mults opprefled, how little regard was had to 


the good Laws eftablifhed, and the Religion. | 


ferled; which ought to be the firft rule and 
{tandard of reforming : with how much par- 
tiality, and popular compliance the paffions, 
and opinions of men have been gratified, to 
the detriment of the Publique, and the infinite 
feandall of the Reformed Religion. 

What diffolutions of all Order, and Go- 
vernuaent, in the Church, what noyelties of 
Schifmes, and corrupt opinions ; what unde- 


cencies and confufions in facred adminiftra-. 


tions ; what facrilegious invafions upon the 
Rights and Revenues of the Church; what 
contempt & oppreffions of the Clergy; what 
injurious diminutions and perfecutings of Me, 
have followed, (as fhowres do warm gleames) 
the talke of Reformation, all fober men are 
Witnefles, and with My ielf, fad Spectators 
hitherto. 


The great mifcarsiage Ithink is, that popu. - 


Jar clamours and fury, haye been allowed the 
reputation of Zeale, and the publique fenfe ; 
fo that the ftudy to pleafe {ome Parties hath 
indeed injured all. 

Freedome, moderation, andimpartiality are 
furethe beft tempers of reforming Councels; 


and endeavours : what is acted by Factions, | 
~ €annot bne offend more, than it pleafech. 


I 
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T have offered to put all differences in 
Church affaires and Religion to the free con- 
fultation of a Synod-or Convocation rightly 
chofen ; the refults of whofe Counfels as they 
would have included the Votes of all, fo. its 
like they would have given moft fatisfaction 


182 


i tovall: ; 


The Affembly of Divines, whom the two 
Houfes have applyed (in an unwonted way) to 
advife of Church Affaires, I dillike not fur- 
ther, then that they are not legally convened 
and ichofen; nor Act inthe name of allthe 
Clergy of England; not with freedome and 
impartiality can doc any thing, being limited 


and confined, ifnot over-awed, to doand de- 


clare what they do. | 

For | cannot think fo many men cryed up 
for learning and piety, who formerly allowed 
she Liturgy and Government of the Church 
of England, as tothe maine, would have fo 
fuddenly agreed quite to abolifh both of them, 
(the laft of which, they knew to be of Apo- 
ftolicall inftirution, at leaft, as of Primitive 
and Univerfall practice) if they had been left 
to the liberty of their own uffrages, and if the 
influence of contrary FaGtions had not by {e- 
cret encroachments of hopes, and feares, pre- 
vailed upon them, to comply with fo great 


. 


and dangerous Innovations in the Church ; 


¥ 


without any regard to rheir own former jucg 
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ment and practice, orto the common intereft 
and honour of all the Clergy, and ifi them of 
Order, Learning, and Religion againft exam- 
ples ofall Ancient Churches ; the Lawes in 
force, and My confent; which is never to be 


ained, againft fo pregnant light, as-in that — 
4 5 preg got, 


point {hines on My underftanding, 

For I conceive, that where the Scripture is 
not fo clear and punctuall in precepts, there 
the conftant and Univerfall praétice of the 
Church, in things not contrary to Reafon, 
Faith, good Manners, or any pofitive Com- 
mand, 1s the beft Rule chat Chriftians can fol- 
low. | 
_ Iwas willing to grant, or reftore to Pref- 
bitery, what with Reafon or Difcretion it can 
pretend to, in a conjuncture with Epifcopacy ; 
but for that wholly to invade the Power, and 
by the Sword to arrogate, and quite abrogate 
the Authority ofthat Ancient Order, I think 
neither juft, as to Epifcopacy, nor fafe for 
Presbitery ; nor yet any way convenient for 
this Church or Strate. 

A due reformation had eafily followed mo- 
derate Connfells ; and fuch(I believe)as would 
have given more content, even to the moft of 
thofe Divines, who haye been led on with 
much Gravity and Formality, to carry on 0- 
ther mens defignes : which no doubt many of 
them by this time dif{cover, though they dare 
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not but fmother their fruftrations, and difcon- 
rents. 

The {pecious and popular titles, of Chrifts 
Government, Throne, Scepter, and King- 
dome (which certainly is not divided, nor 
hath two faces, as their parties now have, at 
~ Jeaft) alfo the noife of a through Reformation, 
thefe may as eafily be fined on new models, as 
fair colours may be put to ill-favoured fi- 
gures. : : 

The breaking of Church-windowes, which 
Time had fufficiently defaced ; pulling down 
of Croffes, which were but civill, not Religi- 
ous marks ; defacing of the Monuments, and 
Infcriptions of the Dead, which ferved but to 
put Pofterity in mind, tothank God, for that 
clearer light, wherein they live ; The leaving 
ofall Minifters to their liberties, and private 
| abilities, in the Publick fervice of God, where 
no Chriftian can tell to what he may fay 
| Amen, nor what adventure he may make, of 
| feeming, at leaft, to confent to the Errours, 
| Blafphemies , and ridiculous Undecencies , 
| which bold and ignorant men liftro vent in 
their Prayers, Preaching, and other Offices. 
} The fetting forth alfo of old Catechifmes,and 
1) Confeffions of Faith new dreft, importing 
-) as much, as if there had been no found or clear 
| Do@trine of Faith in this Church, before {ome 
four or five yeares confultation had nee 
| their 
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their thoughts, touching their firft Principles. 
of Religion. 

Allthefe,and the like are the effects of po- 
pular, fpecious, and deceitfull Reformations, 
(that they might not feem to have nothing to 


do) and may give fome fhort flathes of con-.— 


tent to the vulgar, (who aretaken with no- 
velties, as children with babies, very much, 


but not very long) But all this amounts not - 


to, nor canin Juftice merit the glory ofthe 
Churches thorow Reformation, fince they 
leave all things more deformed, diforderly, 
and difcontented, then when they began, -in 
point of Piety, Morality, Charity, and good 
Order. | 

Nor can they eafily recompenfe or remedy 
the inconveniences and mifchiefs, which they 
have purchafed fo dearly, and which haye,and 
every will neceffarily enfue, till due remedies 
be applied. 

1 with they would at laft, make it their 
Unanimous work, to doe Gods work, and 
not theirown: Had Religion been firft confi- 
dered (as it merited) much trouble might have 
been prevented. 

But fome men thought,that the Government 
ofthis Church and State, fixed by fo many 
Lawes, and long Cuftomes, would’ not. run 


into their new moulds, till they had firft mel- — 


ted it in the fire of a Civill Warre; by the ad- 
vantages 
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vantages of whichthey refolved, if they pre- 
vailed, to make My felf & all My Subjects fall 
down, and worthip the Images they fhould 
form and fetup: If there had been as much 
of Chrifts: Spirit , for meeknefle, wifdome, 
and charity, in mens hearts, as there was of 
his name ufed in the pretenfions, to reform 
all to Chrifts Rule, it would certainly have 
obtained more of Gods bleffing, and prodt- 
ced more of Chrifts Glory, the Churches 
good, the Honour of Religion, and theUnity 
of Chriftians. : 

Publick Reformers had need firft Act in 
private, and practife that on their own heats, 
which they purpofe to trieon others ; for De- 
formities within, will foon betray the Preten- 
ders of publick Reformations, to fuch private 
defignes as muft needes hinder the publick 
eoad, 

Tam fure the right Methods of Reforming 
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| the Church cannot confift with that of pertur- 


bing the Civill State, nor can Religion be 
juftly advanced by depreffing Loyalty, which 
is one of the chiefeft Ingredients, and Orna- 


ments of true Religion,for next to fear God,is, 


Honour the King. 

I doubt not but Chrifts Kingdome may be 
fet up without pulling dawn Minesnor wil any 
men inimpartiall timesappear good Chriftt- 
ans, that approve not themfelves good Sub- 
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Chrift's Government will confirme Mine, 
not overthrow it, fince as I owne Mine from 
Him, fo I defire to rule for his Glory, and his 
Churches good. | | 
Had fome men truly intended Chrift’s Go- | 
| | vernment, or knew what it meant, in their 
a) hearts, they could never have been fo ill go- 
it verned in their words,and actions,both againft 
1 Me, and one another, : 
7) | As good ends cannot juftifie evill means, fo 
i nor will evil beginnings ever bring forth good 
i coaclufions; unleffe God, by a miracle of 
Mercy, create Light out of Darkneffe, order 
out of our confufions, and peace out of our 
paflions. | 


Thou, O Lord, who onely canft give us beauty 
for alhes,and Truth for Hypocrifie; fuffer us not 
to be miferably deluded with Pharifaicall wafh- 
ings, inftead of Christian reformings. | 

Our greatest deformities are within, make us 
the fevereit Cenfurers, and first Reformers of 
our owne founles. | ; 

That we may in clearnel[e of jndgnsent, and 
sprightnelfe of heart be meanes to reforme what 
# indeed amiffe in Church and State. 

Create in us cleane hearts, O Lord, andrenew | 
right [pirits within ws; that we may doe all by || 
thy directions, to thy glory, and with thy blef- | 


| 

| 

fing. : | 
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Pity the deformities which {ome rafh and cruelt 

Reformers have brought upon this Church and 

State; Quench the fires which Factions have 

kindled, ander the pretence of Reforming. 

As thon haft fhewed the world by their divi- 

— fions, and confufions, what ws the pravity of fome 
mens intentions, and weaknelfe of their jxdge- 
ments; {0 bring us at laft-more refined out of 
thefe fires, by the methods of Christian and cha- | 
ritable Reformations ; wherein nothing of am- 
bition,revenge, covetoufnelfe, or facriledge, meay 
have any influence spon their coxnfels, whom thy 
providence in juft and lawful waies hall en- 
truft with fo great, good, and now most neceffary 
worke. That Land my People may be fo bleft with 
inward piety, as may beft teach us how to ufe the 

| blefSing of outward peace. 


21, Upon Hi Meajefties Let- 
ters taken and atyulged. 


| He taking of My Letters was an op- 
ee portunity, which, as the malice of 
) Mine enemies could hardly have ex- 
| pected; fo they know not how with honour 
} and civiliry to ufe it: Nor doe I think with 
) fober and worthy minds any thing in thera, 
could tend fo much to My reproach, as the 
i odious 
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odious divulging of them didto the infamy of 


the Divulgers : The greateft expetiments of 


\ 


| 
i 
/ 
| 


vertue and Nobleneffe, being diftovered inthe | 


greatelt advantages agamit an ehemy, anid the 

sfearett obligations being thofe,which are put 

upon us by them, from whom We could leat 
have expected them. 

Andfuch Tfhould have efteémed the con- 
éealinge of My Papers; The freedome and {e- 
crefie of which, commands a civility from all 
inen, not wholly barbarous, not is there any 
thing more inhumane than to expofe them to 
publique view. “se 

Yet fince providence will have it fo, Tam 
content fo much of My heart ( which I tidy 
td apptove to Gods ommifcieice’) fhonld'be 
difcovered to the world, without any of thof 
dreffes, or popular captations, which fome 
men ufe in their Speeches, and Expreffes ; I 
with My Subjects had yet a clearer fight into 
My moft retitedthoughts: — 

Where they might ‘difcover, howthey are 
divided between the love and care I have, not 

more to preferve My owned Rights, than to 
procure their peace and: happielle, and that 
extreame Grief to fee them both-deceived and 
deftroyed. | | 

Nor can any mens malice be gratified fir: 
ther by My Letters, than’ to fee My conftané 
ey to My Wife, the Lawes, and Religion: 

| Bees 


| 


| 
| 
hi 


\ 
1 

j 
= 
i 
t 


ep cE TR Ea NE er ET 
BS a RE os etn nnn NEE 


EFIKQON BASIAIKH. IOI 

Bees will gather Honey where the Spider fucks 
Poifon. 

That endeavour to avoid. the preflures of 

my Enemies, by all fair and juft correfponden- 

cies; no man can blame, who loves me, or thé 

- Common-wealth, fince, my Subjects can 

_ hardly Be happy if] be miferable, or enjoy 

i me peace and liberties while 1am oppret+ 

ed. 

The world may fee how foon mens defign, 
| like Abfoloms, is by enormous actions to widen 
differences , and exafperate all fides to fuch 
diftancés, asimay make all reconciliation de- 
| {perate. | 

Yet I thank God I can not only with pati= 
ence bear this, as other indignities, but with 
Charity forgive them. | 

The integrity of Mj intentions is not jealous 
of any injury, My expreffions can dothem , 
for although the confidence of privacy may 
adinit eteater freedom in writing fuch Let- 
térs, Which may ‘be liable to envious except 
ons; yet the Innocency of My chief purpofes 
cannot ‘bé fo obtained, or mif-interpreted by 
them, as not to let all men fec, that Iwifh 
fdthing more then an happy compofure of dif 
ferences with Juftice and Honour,not more to 
|My own, then My peoptes content, who have 
Jany {parks of Love or Loyalty left in them : 
who, by thofe My Letters may be saga 
that 
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that Ican both mind and a& My own; and | 


My Kingdomes Affaires , fo as becomes a 


Prince; which Mine ‘Enemies have alwayes | 


been very loath fhould be believed of me; as if 
I were wholly confined to the Dictates and 
DireGtions of others ; whom they pleafe to 
brand with the names of Evill .Counfel- 
lours. . 

Its probable fome men will now look upon 


meas my own Counéllour, and having none — 
elfeto quarrell with under that notion, they | 


will hereafter confine their anger to my felf: 
Although Iknow they are very. unwilling E 
fhould enjoy the liberty of my own Thoughts, 
or follow the light of my own Confcience, 
which they labour to bring into an. abfolute 
captivity tothemfelves; not allowing me to 
think their Counfels to be other then good 
for me, which have fo long maintained a War 
again{t Me. 

The Victory they obtained that day, when 
my Letters became their prize, had been e- 
nough to have fatiated the moft’ ambitious 
thirft of popular glory among the -Vulgar; 
with whom profperity gaines the greateft 
efteem and applaute ; as adverfity expofeth to 


| 


: 
z 
i} 
if 


; 
‘| 


their greateft flighting and dif-refpect : Asif 7}: 


ous and injurious actions, as to this world. - 
But 


good forcune were alwayes the fhadow of Ver- 71 
tue and Juftice, and. did not oftner attend vitie | 


0 


if 
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But | fee no fecular advantages feeme fuffici- 
ént tothatcaufe, which began with Tumults, 
and.depends chiefly upon the reputation with 
the viilgar. 
They think no Victories fo effeQuall tc 
their defignes as thofe, that moft rout and 
 wafte my Credit with my People; in whofe 
- hearts they feck by all meanes to {mother and 
extinguich all fparks of Love, Refpect and 
Loyalty to Me, that they may never kindle 
again, foasto recover Mine, the Lawes, and 
the Kingdomes Liberties, which fome men 
feek to overthrow: The taking away of my 
| Credit is but aneceflary preparation to the 
taking away of my Life, and my Kingdomes ; 
Firft I muftfeem neither fit to Live, nor wor- 
| thy to Reign , By exquifite methods of cun- 
| ning and crueley, Imuft be compelled, firft 
| tofollow the Funeralls of my Honour, and 
then be deftroyed: But I know Gods un-er- 
} fing and impartiall Juftice can, and will over- 
} rule the moft perverfe wills and defignes of 
}men, He is. able, and (1 hope) will turn even 
the worft of mine Enemies thoughts and acti- 
-onsto-my good. ig 
) ~~ Nor doe Ithink, that by the furprize of 
(i my Letters, Ihave loft any more then foma- 
.}ny papers : How much they have loft of that 
, }yeputation, for Civiliry aad Humanity (which 
jought tobe pay’d to all men, and moft be- 
it Rea comes 
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becomies fuch as pretendto Religion) befides 
that of refpect and Honour, w<ich they owe 


to their K 1 x o,prefent, and after-times will - 


judge. And F'cannot think that their owne 
coniciences are fo ftupid,as not to inflict upon 
them fome fecret impreflions of that {hame 
and difbonour, which attends all unworthy 


actions, have they: never fo much of publique -} 


flattery,and popular countenance. 

Jam fure they can never expect the divine 
approbation of fuch indecent actions, if they 
doe but remember how God bleft the modeft 
refpect and filiall tendernefle, which Noah's 
Sonnes bare to their Father; nor did his open 
infirmity juftifie Chams impudency,or exempt 
him from that curfe of being Serwant of Ser- 
vants. which curfe muft needs be on them 
who feek by difhonourable ations to pleafe 

je Vulgar, and confirme by ignoble acts, 
ieir dependance upon the People. 

Nor can their malitious intentions be ever 
either excufable, or profperous ; who thought 
by this means toexpofe Me, to the higheft re- 
proach and contempt of My People; forget- 
ting that duty of modeft concealment, which 
they owed to the Father of their Country, in 


a 
tl 


cate ‘they had difcovered any reall uncomeli-g 


-‘nefle; which, I thank God they did not ; who}| 
can, and I believe hath made Me more refpe-) 


| 
| 


. &ed in the hearts of many (as hedid Davia) ' 
to |" 
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to whom they thought, by publifhing My pri- 
vate Letters,to have rendred Meas a Vile Per- 
fon, not fit to be trufted or confidered, under 
any Notion of Majefty. \ 


‘But thou, O Lord, whofe wife and all-difpofing 
providence, ordereth the greatest contingences 
of humane affaires ; make me to fee the conftancy 
of thy mercies tome, in the greatest advanta- 
ges thow feemest to give the malice of my Ene- 
mies againft me. : 

As thou didft blaft the counfel of Achitophel, 
trning it to Davids good, and hu owne ruine.: 
fo canst thou defeat their defigne, who intended 
by publifhing my private Letters, nothine elfe, 
but to render me more odious and contemptible te 
| My People. 7 
I mut firft appeale to thy Omuifcience, who 
b canft witnelfe with my integrity, how unjuft and 
| falfe thofe fcandalous mifconftructions arewhich 
| my enemies endeavour by thofe Papers of mine to 
1} reprefent to the world. 
| Make the evill they imagined, and difplea- 
|) fre they intendzdthereby againft me, {0 to re- 
‘A turne on their owxe heads, that they may be a- 
| fhamed, and covered with their owne confufior. 
‘| as with a Cloake. | 
"| Thou fecft how mine Enemies ale all meanes 
|| 10 cloud mine Honour, to pervert my purpoles, 
, @ to [lander the ea ss thine sacha e 


i 
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; | But give mean heart content to be difbonou- 
i red for thy fake, and thy Churches good, 

| Fix inme apurpofe to honour thee, and then I 
‘| know thou wilt honour me, either by restoring to 
if ane the enjoyment of that Power and Maje/ty, 
in | which thou bast fuffered fome mento (eek toide- 
th priveme of ; or by bestowing on me that crowne 
ai | of Christian patience, which knows how to ferve 
‘| | theeim honour, or difhonour, in good-reportore- _ | 
: vill, 

Thou, O Lord, art the fountaine of eoodneffe, 
and honour. thouwart clothed with excellent Ma- 
jefly ; make we to partake of thy excellency for 

_ wifdome, justice, and mercy, and I foal not want 
that degreeof Honour, and Majefty, whicr be. 
comes the Place in which thow hast fet Me ; 
who art the lifter up of My head, and My fal- 
wation. 

Lord, by thy Grace, lead Me to thy Glory which 
is bethiruc-and eternal, 


22. Upon |}. 
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22. ‘Upon Has SM ajefties leaving 
Oxford, and going to the Scots. 


_.Lthough God hath given Mee three 
“a. Kingdomes, yet in thefe He hathnoe 
: ~ now left Me any place, where I may 
| with Safety & Honour reft my Head: Shew- 
| ing me that himfelf isthe fateft Refuge, and 
the ftrongeft Tower of defence, in which I 
may put my Truft. 
In thefe extremities, 1 look not to man fo 
muchas to God, He willhave it thus; that I 
| may wholly caft my felf, and my now diftref- 
fed affaires upon his mercy, who hath both 
| hearts and hands of all men in his difpofe. 
What Providence denies to Force, it may 
grant to Prudence: Neceflity is now my 
Counfellour, and commands meto ftudy my 
| fafeey by a difeuifed withdrawing from my 
| chieteft ftrength, and adventuring upon their 
| Loyalty, who firft began my Troubles. Hap- 
| pily God may make them a means honoura- 
bly to compofethem. 
This my confidence of Them,may dif arme q 
|}and overcome them; my rendring my Per- ie 
fon to Them, may engage their affections to \ a 
me, who have oft profefled, They fought not a- 
Zant Me, but for Me. i 
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-Tmutt now refolve the riddle of their Loy- 
alty: and give them opportunity to let the 
world fee, they meane not what they doe, but 
i what they fay. 

a) Yet muft God be My chiefeft Guard, and 

if My Confciencé both My Counfellour and My 

Wt Comforter: Though I put My Body into 

Th their hands, yet I fhall referve My Soule to 

| , God, and My felfe, nor fhall any neceflities 
compel Me, to defert Mine Honour, or fwerve 
from My Judement. 

What they fought to take by force, fhall 
now be given them in fuch away of unufuall 
confidence of them, as may make them afha- 
med not to be really fuch, as they ought, and 

rofefied to be. 

God fees it not enough to defert Me of all 
Military power to defend My felf, but to put 
Me upon ufing their power, who feem to fight 
acainft Me,yet ought in duty to defend Me. 

So various are all humame affaires, and fo 
neceffitous may the ftate of Princes be, that 
their ereateft danger may be intheir fuppofed 


© 


. fafery, and their fafety in their fuppofed dan- | 
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Peace may be more prof- | 
perous, than that of Warre, bothto ftop the 
effufion of bloud, and to clofe thofe wounds} 
alreadyy 
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aiready made: and in it Iam no leffe folici- 
tous for My Friends fafety, thah Mine owne ; 
chufing to venture My felfe upon further ha- 
 zards, rather than expofe their refolute Loy- 
| alty toall extremities. 
.  Itis fome skill in play to know when a game 
| isloft; better fairly to goe over, than to con- 
teft in vaine. & 
I muft now ftudy to re-inforce My judge- 
ment, and fortifie My mind with Reafon and - 
Religion; that I may not feem to offer up My 
Souls liberty, or make My Confcience their 
Captive; who oughr at firft to have ufed Ar- 
euments, not Armes, to have perfwaded My 
confent to their new demands. 
1 thank God no fuccefle, darkens or difguifes 
| Truth to me; and I fhail no leffle conforme 
} my words to my inward didtates now, than it 
| they had been, as the words ofa Kin ought 
| to be among loyall Subjects, fad of power. 
§§ « Reafon is the divineft power. I fhall never 
f) think my {elf weakned while I may make full 
i} and free ufe of that. No eclypfe of ontward 
4 fortune {hall rob me of that light, what God 
hath denied of outward ftrength, his grace, I | 
i hope, will fupply with inward refolutions ; i 
af not morofity to deny, what is fitto be gran- if 
{ted , but not to grant any thing which Reafon ‘4 
\fand Religion bids me deny. 14 
I thal never think my felf leffe than my {elf 
O 4. while 
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while Iam able thus to preferve. the Integrity 
of my Confcience, the onely Jewell now left 
me, which is worth keeping. | 


© thou Soveraigne of our Soules, the onely 
Commander of our Confctences 5 though I know 
wot what to doc, yet mime eyes are toward thee : 
To the protection of thy mercy I ftill commend 
wy felfc. 
"As thowhaf? preferved me inthe day of Bat- | 
taile,fo thou canft ftill fuew me thy firength in my 
weaknelfe. | | | | 
” Bethou unto me in my darkest night, 4 pillar | 
of fire, to enlighvem and direct me , 1 the day of | 
my hotteft affliction, be alfo a pillar of cloud to | 
overlhadow and protect me, be to me, both a Sun 
anda Shield. ae. | 
Thouknowelt, that it is not any perverfneffe of | 
will, but juft per[wafions of Honour, Reafon, and 
Religion, which have made me thus farre to ha- 
Lard my Perfon,Peace, and Safety, agatuft thofe, 
that by force have fought to wreft then from 
Mee. Biss Pier | 
Suffer not my juft refolutions to abate with my 
outward Forces » let 4 good Con{cience alwases 
accompany Me, in My folitude and defer- 
yions, 2 ae A a ae 
Suffer me not to betray the powers of Reafon, 
and that fortreffe of My Soule, which I anein- \ 


rrefled to keep for thee, © ee 


Lead Me'in the paths of thy righteou[nelfe,and 
phew me thy falvation, | 

Make mywaies topleafe thee, and then thon 

wilt rake Mine Enennes tobe at peace with Me. 


23. Upon the Scots delivering the 
| Kine to the Englith - and 
Fs Captivity at Holmeby. 


Om Et may. I juftifie thofe Scots to all the 
} world inthis, that they have not de- 
ceived me’, for I never trufted to them 
further, thantomen: if 1 am fold by then, 
| Tam onely forry they fhould doe it ; and that 
} my price fhould be fo much above my Sa- 
| viours. 
- Thefe are but further Effays, which God 
}) will have me make of mans uncertainty, the 
j) more to fix me on himfelf, who never faileth 
| them that truftinhim , Though the Reeds of 
{), «£gypt break under the hand of him that leans 
if onthem: yet the Rock of J/raet will be an e- 
»)) verlafting ftay and defence. 
| _ Gods providence commands me to retire 
,) fromall to himfelf, that in him I may enjoy 
») my felf, which I lofe, while I let out my hopes 
| to others. pena | 
Shih sins The 
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The folitude and captivity, to which I am 
now reduced, gives me leifure enough to ftudy 
the worlds vanity, and inconftancy. 

God {ces ’tis fit to deprive me of Wife, 
Children, Army , Friends, and Freedome, 
that I may be wholly his, whoalone is all. 

Icare not much to be réckoned among the 
Unfortunate, if I be not in the black Lift of 
irreligious, and facrilegious Princess 

No Reftraint hall enfnare my Soule in fin ; 
nor gaine that of me, which may make my E- 
nemies more infolent, my Friends afhamed,or 
my Name accurfed. | 

They have no great caufe to triumph, that _ 
they have got my Perfon into their power; | 
fince my Soule is ftill my owne: norfhallthey | 
ever gaine my Confent againft my Confci- 
ence. 

What they call obftinacy , I know God 
accounts honeft conftancy, from which Rea- 
fon and Religion, as well as Honour, forbid 
me to recede. 

’Tis evident now,that it was not Evil Coun- 
fellours with me, but a good Confcience in 
me, which hath been fought again{t ; nor did 
they ever intend to bring meto my Parlia- 
ment, till chey had brought my mind to their 
obedience. 

Should I grant what fome men defire, I 
fhould be fuch as they wifh me; notmorea 

| : King, 
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King, and farre leffe both Man and Chriftian. 

— What Tumults and Armies could not ob- 

taine, neither fhall Reftraint ; which though | 

it have as little of fafety toa Prince,yet it hath / 

not more of danger. | 

The feare of men fhall never be my fnare; 

| nor fhall the love of any liberty entangle my 

 foule: Better others betray me, than my {elf: 

| and that the price of my liberty fhould be my 

Confcience ; the greateft injuries my Enemies 

feck to infli& upon me, cannot be without my 
owne confent. 

While I can deny with Reafon, I fhall de- 
feat the greateft impreffions of their malice, 
who neither know how to ufe worthily, what 
I have already granted ; nor what to require 
more of me but this, That I would feem wil- 
ling to help them to deftroy My felf & Mine. 

Although they fhould deftroy me, yet they 
fhall have no caufe to defpife me. 
} — Neither liberty nor life are fo deare to me, as 
| the peace of my Confcience, the Honour of 

my Crownes, and the welfare of my People ; | 
|) swhich my Word may injure more than any ia 
‘DP’ warre can doe; while I gratifie a few to op- i, 
} preffe all. | 
| The Lawes will, by Gods bleffing, revive, iq 
withthe love and Loyalty of my Subjects ; if (4 
1) bury them not by my Confenr, and cover 14 
| them in chat grave of difhonour, and injuftice, 
which 
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which fome mens. violence hath digged for 
them. 

If my: Captivity or death muft be-the price 
of their redenaption, k grudge not.to pay it. 

No condition can make a King maiferable, 
whiclicarries;not withvit, lis, Souls, his Peoples, 
and Pofterities thraldome. 

After-times may fee, what the blindnefle of 
this Age will not; amd God may at length 
fhew my Subjects, that I chufe rather to fatter 
for them,. than with them; happily I might 
redeem my felfe to fome fhew of liberty, if I 
would confent toenflave them: 1 had rather 
hazard: the ruine of one King, than to: con- 
firme many Tyrants over them; from whom 
I pray God deliver them, whatever becomes 
of Me, whofe folitude hathnot left Me alone. 


For thou, O God, infinitely good, ana great,art q 


with Me, whofe prefence ws better thawlife; and 
whofe fervice is perfect freedome. 

Owne Me for thy Sexvaut, and F foall never 
have canfeto complaine for want of that liberty, 
which becomes a Man, a Chriftian, and 4 King. 

Bleffe Me [fill with Reafon, as a Man; with 
Religion, as a Chriétian ; and with Copprancy ve 
fufiiee,as a King. 

Though thou {uffereft Me ta be fiript of all aut- 
ward ornaments, yet preferve Me ever inthofe 
enjoyments, wherein I nay enjoy thy felfe ; me 

, which 
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which, cannot betaken from Me againft my will, 

Let nogire of affliction boyleever My pafiou 
£0 any emapatience, or ferdidfeares. 

Therebe many [ay of Me, There zs #0 help for 
Me: doe thon lift up the light of thy Connte- 
nance, upon Me, and I fhall neither want fafety, 


liberty, nor Majefty. 


Give Me that meafure of patience and Conftan- 


| eyswhich my condition now requires. 


My ftrength ws {oattered, My expectation from 


| (Men defeated, “My Perfon restrained: Ove 


not thou farre from Me, lest My Enemies pre- 
vaile too much againft Me. 

Lam becomea wonder, andafcorne to many : 
O be thowmy Helper.and Defender. | 

Shew fome tokenuponme for good, that they 


| that hate memaybealhamed, becanfe thou Lord 


| hast holpenand comforted me : eftablifh mewith 


} 


thy free Spirit, that I maty do,and [offer thy will, 


| as thou wouldft have me. 


Be mercifullto me, O Lord, for my Soule tru- 
| fethin thee : yea and inthe fhadow of thy wings 
| will I make my refuge untill thefe calamities be 
joverpast. 

| Arife todetiver me, make nolongtarrying, O 
iy God. Thoughthow killeft me, yet wll Itruft 


tha thy mercy, ana my Saviourmerit. 


‘| Lknow that my Redeemer liveth , though thou 


i Weadeft me through the vayl.and fhadow of death, 


i Wet fall I feare mone ill. 


| 24. Upon 
| 


— 
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24. Upon their denying eG 
jelly the Attendance of Fu | 
(haplaines. ool 


Hen Providence was pleafed to | 
deprive Me of all other «civil 
comforts and fecular attendants,’ | 


Ithought the abfence of them all might beft | 
be fupplyed by the attendance of fome of My | 
Chaplaines ; whom for their Function I re- 
verence, and for their Fidelity I have caufe to : 
love. By their learning, piety, and prayers, Be 
hoped to be either better enabled to fuftaine | 
the want of all other enjoyments, or better fit- 
ted for the recovery and ufe of them in Gods 
good time: fo reaping by their pious help a |. 
{piritvall harvett of grace amidft thethornes, | 
and after the plowings of temporall crofles. . | 
The truth is, never needed or defired more | 
the fervice and affiftance of men judicioufly | 
pious, and foberly devout. ik 
The folitude they have confined Me unto; | 
adds the Wildernefle to my temptations; For |- 
the company they obtrude upon Me, is more | 
fad than any folitude can be. | 
If I had asked My Revenues, My Power of 
the Militia, or any one of My Kingdomes,, it 
had been no wonder to have been denyed in 
nes j thofe 
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thofe things, where the evill policy of men 
forbids all juft reftitution, left they fhould 
confeffe an injurious ufurpation : But to deny 
Me the Ghoftly comfort of My Chaplaines 
feemes agreater rigour and barbarity, then 

© isever ufed by Chriftians to the meaneft Pri- 
foners, and greateft Malefactors ; whom 
though the Juftice of rhe Law deprive of 
worldly comforis, yet the mercy of Religion 
allows them the benefit of their Clergy,as not 
ayming at once to deftroy their Bodies,and to 
damne their Soules. | 

But My Agony mutt not be relieved with 
| the prefence of any one good Angell, for 

| fuch Taccount a Learned, Godly, and di- 

fereet Divine: and fuch I would have all 

Mine to be, 

They that envy My being a King, are loath 

I fhould be a Chriftian ; while they {eek to de- 

prive Me ofall things elfe, They are afraid I 

| fhould fave my Soul. 3 

| Other fenfe, Charity it (elf can hardly pick 

'| out of thofe many harfh Repulfes I received, 

| asto that Requeft fo often made for the at- 

'} tendance of fome of My Chaplaines. 

|. Ihave fometime thought the Unchriftian- 

"} neffe of thofe denials might arife froma dif- 

A pleafure fome men had to fee me prefer my 

}own Divines before their Minifters : whom, 

[though I refpect for that worth and piety 

| ae which 


a su 


17 ETERNAL AER pe 


ee eee Pan: 


BRIKON Ba SIAIKE: 

qwhich may be in them; yet I cannot thinke 
them fo proper for any prefent comforters or 
Phyfitians ; Who have(fome of them atleat 

had fo ereat an influence in occafioning thefe 
calamities, and infli@ing ‘thefe woundsupor 
M 


¢. 
Nor are the fobereft of them fo apt for 
that devotional! complyance, and juncture of 
hearts, which Idefire to bear in thofe holy 
Offices, tobe performed with Me, and for 
Me; fince their judgements ftanding at a di- 
ftance from me, or in jealoufie of me, orin | 
oppofition againft me, their Spirits cannot fo 
harmonioufly accord with mine, or mine ith | 


theirs, either in Prayer, or otherholy duties, | ; 
| 


as is meet, and moft comfortable; whofe | | 
golden Rule, and bond of Perfection contifts | 
in that of mutuall Love and Charity. f 

Some remedies are worfe then the difeafe, | t 


arid fome comforters more miferablethen mi- | « 
fery it felf; when like fobs friends, they feek | 
not to fortifie ones mind with ‘patience ; ‘but | { 
perfwade.a man by betraying his own Inno- | 1 
eency , to defpair of Gods mercy ; and by | j 
Juftifying their injuties, to ftrengthen the |’ 
hands, and harden the hearts of Infolent E-| , 
nemics. | fa 
Tam fo much a friendto all Church-men, | } 
that have any thing in them befeeming that |} 
facred funGtion , that I have hazarded MY |, 
own! 
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EIKO 
ownelntérefts, chiefly upon Confcienceand 
Conftancy to maintaine their Rights ; whom 
the more I looked upon.as Orphans, and un- 
. det the facrilégious eyes of many cruell and 
rapacious Reformers ; fo I thought it my duty 
the more to appeare asa Father, anda Patron 
- for them and the Church. Although I am 
very unhandfomly requited by fome of them; 
who may live to repent no lefle for My fufte- 
rings, than their own ungratefull errours, and 
that injurious contempt and meannefle, which 
they have brought upon their Calling and 
Berlons. 3 i. | : : 
oD pity allof them, I defpife none: onely I 
| thought I might have leave to make choice of 
| fome for My {peciall Attendants, who were 
| beft approved in My Judgment,.and moft 
| futable to My affection, For, Eheld it better 
|| tofeem undevont, and to heare nomens pray- 
‘| ers, than to be forced, or feem tocomply with 
| thofe petitions ,to which the heart cannot cons 
t| fent,nor the tongue fay 4 mex, without con; 
+) tradiGting a mans owne underftanding, or be- 
| tying his:owne foule. ae arial 
it! . In Devotions; I love neither profane bolds. 
lj neffe,nor pious non-fenfe, but fuchan humble l 
| and judicious gravity:as fhews the Speaker to a 
“ij be at once confiderate both of Gods Majeftys \ 4 
it} the Churches honour , and: his owne Vile- ih) 
af} nefle ;-both knowing what things God allows 
vt | P him 
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“great exactnefle as tothe outward manner of 
\ performance. ‘Though the light of underftan- 


516 RIKON. BASIALKH, | 
him toask, and in whatmanner it becomes 4 


ae —— 


Sinner to fupplicate the divineMercy for him- | 


{elf, and others. | 4 
Lam equally {candalized with all prayers, 


that found cither imperioufly, or rudely, and | 


paftionately ; as either wanting humility to 
God, or charity to men, or re{pedt to the 
duty. | | + 
I confeffe lam better pleafed, as with ftu- 
died and premeditated Sermons; fo with fuch 


publique Formes of Prayet,as are fitted tothe | 


Chusches and every Chriftians daily & com- - 


mon neceffities ; becaufe Lamvby them better | 


affured, what I may joyn My heart unto, chan 


Tcanbe of any mans extemporary fufficien= | 


cy ;whichas Idoenot wholly exclude from 
publique occafions, fo T allow its juft liberty 
and ufe in private and devout retirements 5 
where neither the folemnity of the duty, nor, 
the modeft regard to others, doe require fo 


ding, and the fervency of affection, I hold the _ 
maine and moft neceffary requifites both in 
con{tant, and occafionall, folitary, and fociall. 
Devotions. fis ay 
-Sothat I mutt needs feem to all equal minds. | 
with\as much Reafonto prefer the fervice. of, | 
My own Chaplains before that of their Mini-, | 
fters,as 1. do theLiturgy before their Directory. | 
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--© Tn the one, have been alwaies educated and 
-éxercifed; In the other, I am not yet Cate- 
chized, nor acquainted :, And if I were, Yet 
_. fhould Inot by that, as by any certain rule and 
~ Canon of devotion, be able to follow or find 
our the indireét extravagancies of moft of 
thofe men, who highly cry up that as a piece 
of rare compofure and ufe; which is already 
as much defpifed and difufed by many of 
_ them, as the Common-prayer fometimes was 
| by thofe men; a great part of whofe piety 
|. hung upon that popular pin of rayling againft, 


| gy ofthis Church. But, I had rather be con- 
| demned to the woe of Vz folz, thanto that of 
| Va vobis Hypocrites, by feeming to pray what 
| Tdoe not approve. 
| © Irmay be, Iam efteemed by My Denyers 
| Sufficient of My felfeto difcharge My duty to 
| Gov as a Prieft, though not to Men as a 
Prince. 
" Tndeed, I think both Offices, Regall and Sa- 
' cetdotali, might well become the fame Per- 
\. fon; as anciently they were under one name, & 
’ the united rights of primogeniture: Nor could 
| I follow better prefidents, if I were able, than 
| chofe two eminent Kings, David, and Solo- 
i mon, not more famous for their Scepters and 
| Crownes, than one was for devout Pfalmes 
is} and Prayers ; the other for his divine Parables 
in}, a oe Pe 


ty ae 


| and contemning the Government, and Litur~ 


r See acta = a 
a 
i : ~ = 


— ———— Se 


. EIKOQN BAZIATKH. | 

and Preaching ; whence the-one merited and 

affumed the name of a Prophet, the ‘other of, 

a Preachers Titles indeed of greater honour, 

where rightly placed, than any of thofe- the 

Roman Emperours affected from the Nations 

they fubdued : it being infinitely more’ glo- 

rious to convert Soules to Gods Church by. 

the Word, thanto conquer men to a fubjecat- 
7 e on by the Sword. 7 

Te Yer fince the order of Gods wifdome and 

! providence hath, for the moft part, alwaies 

diftinguifhed the gifts and offices of Kings, of 

Priefts, of Princes and Preachers; both in the. 

Jewith and Chriftian Churches: ‘T am forry. 

to find My felfc reduced to the neceflity of 

being both, or enjoying neither. well 

For fuch as feck to deprive Me of Kingly _ 

Power and Soveraignty, would no lefle en- | 

force Me to live many Months without all 

Prayers, Sacraments, and Sermons, unlefle E | 

become My owne Chaplaine. eer ty | 

As Ll owethe Clergy the protection of a 

v Chriftian Kixc, fo I defire to enjoy from 

| them the benefit of their gifts and prayers ; 

| ivhich I.look upon as more prevalent than 

My owne, or other mens; by how much they 

flow from minds more enlightned, and affe- | 

étions leffe diftracted, than thofe, which are 

encombred with fecular affaires + befides; I 

think a greater bleffing and acceptableneffe ats 

nih : ~~ tends 
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ténds thofe duties, which are rightly perfor- 
med,as proper to,and within the limits of that 
calling, to which God and the Church have 
{pecially defigned and confecrared fome men: 
And-however, as to that Spirituall Govern- 
ment; by which the devout Soule is fubject to 
Chrift, and through his merits daily offers it 
{elf and its fervices to, Gop, every private be- 
liever i8a King and Prieft, invefted with the 
honour of aRoyall Priefthood;yet asto Eccle- 
fiafticall order, and the outward polity of the 
Church, Ithink confufion in Religion will 
as certainly follow every mans turning Prieft 
or Preacher, as it willin the State, where every 
one affects to rule as King. 

I was alwaies bred to more modeft, and TI 
think more pious Principles: the confciouf- 
| nefleto My fpirituall defects makes Me more 
|| prize and defire thofe pious affiftances, whicli 
\| holy and good.Minifters, either Bifhops ot 

| Presbyters, may afford Me, efpecially in thefe 
,| extremities, to which God hath been pleafed 
| to {uffer fome of My Subjects to reduce Me ; 
| foas-to.leave them nothing more, but My life 
| to.cake from Me: and to leave Me nothing to’ 
| defire, which Ithought might lefle provoke 

their jealoufie and offence to deny Me; than 

this of having fome meanes afforded Me for | 
4p My Soules comfort and fupport. 
‘b>. Towhichend I made choice of men, as no‘ 
ides : P:3 way 
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way (thatl know) fcandalous, fo everyaway 
eminent for their learning and piety, no Iefle 
than for their Loyalty : nor.can Limagine any 
exceptions to be made again{t them, but only 
this, that they may feem too able.and tag 
well affected toward Meand My fervice.. \ 

But thisis not the firft fervice (as. zount it 
the beft) in which they have forcea Me.te 
ferve My felf; though I muft confefle I beare 
with more grief & impatience thewantof My 
Chaplaines, than of any other My, Servants’; 
andnext (ifnot beyond in fome things) ro the 
being {equeftred from my Wife and Children, 
fince from thefe indeed more of. humane and 


remporary affections, but from thofe more | 
of heavenly and eternall improvements may | 


be expected. . . 

My comfort is, that inthe inforced ¢ not 
neglected ) want of ordinary meanes, God.is 
wont to afford extraordinary-fupplies. of his 
pifts and graces. (Se Gudae oc sade thee 

If his Spirit will teach Me.and help My.tdn- 
firmities in prayer, reading and meditation (as 


T hope he will) I fhall need no other, either | 


Oratour or Inftructer. * 6-54 55 


To.Thee therefore, 0. My God, doe I ds- 
rect "4 now folitary prayers 5 whatd want ‘of 
thers help, [upply with the. more immediate 
afiftances of thy Spirit, which, alene can bath 
Leen ent er 
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enlighten My darkneffe, and quicken My dul- 
need. 
Y thou Sun of vighteou[nelf ¢; thou facred Foun- 
taine of heavenly light and heat, at once cleare 
and warme my heart, both by infiructing of #20, 
and interceding formes In thee 1 all fulneffe< 
From tee all-fafficvency: By thee w all accep- 
— gance. Thow art company enough, and comfort 

enough : Thon art my King, be alfo my Prophet 
and my Prieft. Rule me, teach me, pray in me, 
for me , and be thon ever with me. 

The fingle wreftlings of Jacob prevailed with 
| thee, in that facred Duell, when he had none t@ 
| fecond him but thy felfe s whe didft afsist hine 
with power to overcome thee, and by 4 wel¢orec 
violence towreft ablefing from thee, 7 

O look on me thy Servant, in infinite mercy, 

whom thon didft once bleffe with the joynt aud 
fociated Devotions of others , whofe fervency 
might inflame the coldnefe of my affections te- 
wards thee; when we went to, or met tn thy 
. Houfe with rhevoice of joy and gladneffc, wor- 
| fhipping thee inthe nnity of [pirits, and with the 
|| bond of Peace. | 
0 forgive the neglect, and not improving of 
| thofe bappy opportunities. " 

it 1s now thy pleafure that I fhould be asa Pe- 
lican inthe wildernel[e,as a Sparrow on the houfe 
top, aad as acoale cattered frou: all thofe pious 
glowings, and devout reflections, which mich 
we : Fara Sepa NS EI P 4 re 
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 Thou,O Lord canft at once make me thy Temple, 
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belt kindle, preferve, and encréafe the holy fireoF 
thy graces onthe Altar of my heart, whence the 
{acrifice of prayers, and incenfe of praifes, might 
be duly offered up to thee. | 
- “Yet Othou that breakeft not the bruiXed Reed. 
nor quenche/t the [moakine Flax, doe not defpife 
the weaknelfe of my prayers, nor the {motherines 
of my foule inthis uncomfortable lonencfe, to 
which I am conftrained by. forme mens unchari- 
table denialls of thofe helps, which I much want, 
and no lelfe defire, : ; 
Olet the harduelfe of their hearts cccafion the 
foftnings "of mine to thee, and for Them. « Lit 
their hatred kindle my love, let their unreafon- 
able denials of my Religious defires themore ex- 
cite my prayers to thee, Let their inexoracle deaf- 
pelle encline thine care to me, who art aGod ea- 
fie to be extreated ; thine care is not beavy that it 
cannot, nor thy heart hard,that it will not heares 
nor thy hand fhortued, that it cannot belp Me thy 
defolate Supplyant. * | AeA 
Thou permitteft mento deprive me of thofer 
outrvard means.which thou hast appointed in thy 
Church ; but they cannot debarre me Pade thes 
communion of that inward grace, which thou a- 
bone breatheft. isto humble hearts. 


Omake me fuch, and thou wilt teach me; thon 


wilt heare me,thouwilt help me: The broken and 
contrite beavt 1 know thou wilt wot defpife. 
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thy Prieft, thy Sacrifice,and thine Altar: while 
from an humble heart I (alone) daily offer up in 
holy meditations, fervent prayers,and unfeigned 
 teares my felf to thee, who preparest me for thee} 

dwelleft in me,and acceptefi of ime. | 
Thou a Lord didft caufe by fecret [applies aad 
miraculous infufions, that the handfull of meale 
inthe veffell fhould not bend, nor the lrttle oyle 
inthe cruife fayle the Widow during the time of 
drought and dearth. 5 RS 
\ 0 look on my foul, which as a Widows now de- 
folate cy forfaken: let not thofe faving Truths I 
have formerly learned now fail nay memory 520% 
the (weet effufions of thy Spirit, which Ihave 
fometime felt,now be wanting to my heart in this 
famine of ordinary asd wholfome food forthe re- 
frefhing of my Soule. ‘ 
Which yet Thad rather chufe than tofeed fron 
thofe hawds who mingle my bread withafhes, 
| ‘and my wine with gall ; rather tormenting, than 
| teaching mes, whofe mouths are proner to bitter 
|| veproaches of me; than to hearty prayers forme. 
| Schou knoweft, 0 Lord of trath, how oft they 
\| wreft thy holy Scriptures to. My deftruction, 
| “(which are cleave for their fubjection, and wy 
| prefervation) O let it not be to their damnation. 
v |< Thow knoweft Low fome men (under colour of 
loug prayers) have fought to devoure the houfes 
‘of their Brethren, their King, and their God. 
0 les not thofe mens balimes break my heads He 
t1ely 
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their Cordials oppreffe my heart, I will evera | 
i | more pray againft ther wickedneffe. Leek 
i | From the poy[on under their tongues, from 
if the [nares of their lips, from the fires and the 
:| fords of their words ever deliver Me, O Lord; |). 
i | and all thofe Loyall and Religious hearts, who 
n) defire and delight in the pro(perity 0) “my foul; 
i and-who feck by their prayers to relieve thds fad- 

| nelfe, and folitude of thy fer vant,O.my King and 
my God. 


25. Penitentiall Meditationsand | 
Vowes in the King’s foli-. 
tude at Hotneby. 


Ive car tomy words 6 Lord, confider my | 
x Meditation, and hearken tothe voice of | ' 
my cry, my King andmy God, for unto |! 
thee will I pray. | 
I faid is my hafte I am caft ons of the fight of ' 
thine eyes; mevertheleffe thow heareff the voice | 
of my [upplication, wheal cry unto thee. NH 
Tf thou Lord fhould(t beextreamta mark what | 
i 1s done amiffe, who can abide it? But therews* |i 
| ae msercy with thee , that thon mayeft be feared; | 
. Fhevofore foal {inner fy wepasbenlesess. 3058 | 
I acknowleds my fins before thee, which haves, |f 
Te the aggravation of my conditions the sitar | 
OF 


eT TT IT oR SSIS eS USAT a ero 


EI KQNe BASIALK H. 229 
af uy place adding weight tomy offences. 7 
Forgive, Tbefecch thee; my Perfonall, and 
my Peoples finnes, which are fo farre mine, as 
- Ehave nottmproved the powerthou gaveft me,to 
| thy glory, and my Subjects good: Thow haft now 
_ brought,me from the glory and freedome of a 
| King,tov® a Prifoner to my own Subjects : Fuft- 
_ yd Lord, «to thy over-ruling hand, becaufe 
| inmany things Ihave rebelled againft thee, 
Though thon haft reftrained my Perfon, yet 
| enlarge my heart to thee, aud thy grace towards 
Mev. : 3 
_ LD come far fhort of Davids piety; yet fince I 
may equall Davids afflictions, give me alfo the 
comforts and the {ure mercies of David. 
Let the penitent fenfel have of my fins, be as 
| evidence to me, that thou.haft pardoned them. 
Let not the evils, which land my Kingdomes 
have fuffercd,. feem little untothee , though thow 
halt not punifhed us. according to our fins. 
. Turne thee (0 Lard) unto me ;have mercy 
| apon me, for L am defolate and afjucted. 
| < the forrowes of my heart are ealargedso bring 
| chou me out of my troubles. 
| Haft thou forgotten to be gracious, ana [hut up 
\| thy loving kindne(fein difpleafure ? nen 
_ | _.Q.remember. thy compafsions of old, and thy i 
[loving kindneffes., which have been for many 7 
i | generations. ( § 
Thadsuterly fainted, if Lkad not bcleved ts | 
x Bice 
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ce thy goodnefe in the land of the living. : 
a i < Let not the finnes of our profperity deprive ws 
ii of the benefit of thy afflsctions. — om 
| Let this fiery triall confume the dreffe, which 
a) | in long peace and plenty we had contracted. 3 
| Thonch thou continneft miferies, yet mithdraw 
| not thy grace, what 1 wanting of profperity, 
Ta make up in patience and repentance. ah 
yi Andif thy anger be not to be yet turied away, | 
ape but thy hand of juftice neuft be ftretched out ftill ; 
i Let it Tbefeech thee be againft me, and my Fa- 
thers houfe, as for thefeheep, what have they 
done ? | 
.. Let my fufferings fatiate the malice of minc, 
and thy Churches Encmtes. 

But let their cruelty never exceed the meafure 
of my charity. | 
 Banifh from me all thoughts of Revenge, that | , 
E may not lofe the reward, nor thow the glory of | 
my patience. i 
As thou giveft meu heart to forgive them, fo |. 
Thefcech thee doe thon forgive what they have 
doneacainft theeand me. 

And now, 6 Lord, a5 thon haft given mean. | 
heart’ to pray. unto thee {ohear and accept tha || 
Vow, which Imake beforethee. 4 
olf thou wilt ia mercy vemember Me, and my |, 
Ringdomes-., In. contianing the light of thy |. 
Gofpell, and fetling thy true Religion among, | 
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In réfloring to us the benefit of the Lames;and, 
thedue execution of fuflice. : 

In fupprefing the many Schifmes in Church; 

and Factions in State. © > 
If thou wilt reforeme and mine to the Ancient. 
| viehts ard glury of my Predeceffours. ~ 
© If thou wils iurne the hearts of my people to thy 
| felf in Piety, tome in Loyalty,and to one anosher 
| in Charity. i 
| If thon wilt quench the flames, and withdram 
the fewell of thefe Civill Warres. 

If shou wilt bleffe us with the freedome of pub- 

Lick Cownfels, and deliver the Honeur. of Par- 
liaments from the infolencie of the vulgar. 

If thou wilt keep me fromthe great offence of 
enalting any thing againft my Confcience', and 
efpecially from confenting to facrilegious rapines, 
and [poilines of thy Church. > « wane 

Tf thow wilt reftore me to acapacity.t0 glo- 
| vifie thee indoing good, both to theChurch and 
| State. | 
© Then fhall wy foul praife thee, and magnifi¢e 
| thy name before my People.» i thao 
| Then [hall thy glory be dearer to me then my 
i) Crownes . andthe advancement of true Religr- 
| on both in: purity and» power be. my, chiefeft 
Vy care. ei the 
"| \ Dheawill rule my People with Fuftice, ana 
(| 2y Kingdomes with equity. : 
Lo Lothy more immediate band fhall J ever quit 
fi e As 
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as the vightfull fuccefien, fo the wertifull ye | 
i | salt of My Kingdomes, and the glory of | 
| | them. SE ME RNG 
If thon wilt bring Me again with peace, [afe-y, | 
| and honour, to My chiefejt City, dnd my Parlia2 | 
i went, ; oe Wa AE 4 Sie ae 
| If thouwilt againe put the Sword of Fuftice | 
ri | ints My hand to punifh and protect. . | 
hy. Then will Imake all the world to fee, awd my | 
ari yl very Enemies to enjoy the benefit of th Vow and | 
refolution of Chriftian charity which I now make | 
antothee O Lord, Lecanto 
As I doe freely pardon for Chrift’s fake thofe | 
that have offended me in any kind s fo my hand 
fhall never be agains any man to revenge what 
és pat, in regard of any particular injury done | 
to me. FN : 
We have been mutually punilhed in our une 
natural divifions ; for thy nha O Lord, and for | 
the love of my Redeemer, have I purpofed this | 
in my heart ,That I will ufe all meaus tw the waits 
of amnety and indempnity, which neay moft fully | 
{a vemove all feares, and bury all jecloufies in for~ | 
| a getfulneffe. ! eae 


Let thy mercies be toward me and mine, as my | 


OE refolutions of Truth and Peace are toward my | 
| a People mee 8 q | 
a peee a? 
.. Heare my prayer O Lord, which goeth nor out 
of faynedlips. # he i a a 
Blefedbe God, whe hath not turned Away my) 
oe res oa prayer, |. 


~~» 


a 
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prayer; no taken bes mercy from me. as 
. Omy gle, commit thy way to the Lord; truft 
in bin, ad he fall bring it to paffe. ie 
But if thou wilt not restore me and mine, whgs 
am that Lfoould charge thee foolifhly ? 
Thou 0 Le,dhaft given, and thou haft taken, 
*leffed be tiry name. . ee 
Vay my People and thy Church be happy, if net 
2, yet without mee 


pon the eArmies Surprifall of 
be Kina at Holmeby, and 
the enfuing diftrattions tn the 
two Houfes, the Army, and the 


| Gy. 


q ~ Y Har part God will have menow 
to act or fuffer in this new and 
| ftrange {cence of affaires, 1 am not 


| much folicitous ; fome little praGife will ferve 
)| that man, who onely {ecks to reprefent a part 
+) of honefty and honour. ) 

| “This furprize of Me tells the world, that a 
4 Krxe cannot be {o low; but He is confider- 


ny : Se \ 
able; adding weight to. that Party where he | 


This ° }f 


fi AREAS: 


i ae 
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This motion, like others:ofithe Times feemis 
pitcenfriguic and itregular, yet not well tor be 


refitted or quieted : ‘Bester fwim downduchia § 


ftveam, than in'vain co:ftrive againfeity: ‘ays 


hele are bucthe {tr uglings of thofe twins, . 


which lately one womb enclofed, the younger 
ftriving to preval ile againft the elders whav the 


Prebyrerians | have hunted after, ithe Indepen- 


dents now feek to catch for themfelves. 2:0): 
So impofiib! eisitfor lines to be drawn from 


the center, and not-to divide from:each other, 
fo much the wider, by how muchitheyigo far~ ) 
ther from the point of union. > 2 


That the Builders of Babel fhould from a 


-vifion'fall to confufion, is no wonders burfor | | 
thofe that pretend to build Perufalem, to ‘dir :. 
videtheir tongues and hands, is butean’ illo \ 


Oo 


men and founds too like the fury’ofithofe ||, 
Zealots, whole inteftine bitterneffe and divi- . 


fions were the createft occafion of the Taft fa- 
tall deftruction of that City vile 


Well may 1 change my Keepets:and Pafor: | 


but not my captive condition, onely with this 


hope of bettering, that thofe whoare fo much 
profefled Patrons forthe Peoples Liberties, — 


cannot =) utterly againft the Liberty of their 


Kit es what they demand for their’owne | 


Griieiedces: they cannot in rape oe deny’ td 
Mine. 


ja this they fcem'n more ingentous, than the 
Peck . 
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| Présbyterian rigour, who, fometimes com- 
| plaining of exacting their conformity to laws; 
aré become the greateft Exactors of other 
‘mens {ubmiffion to. their movell injunctions; 
Pbefore they are ttamped with the Authority 
of Lawes, which they cannor well have with- 
fourMyconfent. .§ , .. ie 
) ’Tisagreat argument,that the Independents 
‘chink themfelves manumitted from their Rt- 
ivals fervice; in tharthey ¢arry on a butinefie 
Joffuch confequence, as the afluming My Per- 
‘} {on into the Sorts cuftody , without any 
4 Commiffion, bur that of their owne will and 
}powers ‘ Snch as will thus adventure on 4 
‘King, muftnotbe thought over-modeft; or 


‘timerous to carry on any defigne they havea 
“}anind to. | Die ani ; 

| Theit néxt motion menaces,and {cares bork 
‘}the two Houfes.and the City: which {oone 
Jafter acting over again that fornter part of tu- 
‘Imultuary motions, (never queftioned, puni- 
‘Hfhed, or repented ). muft now fuffer for borh s 


Jand {ce their former finneé in the glaffe of the 
‘Jprefent terrours and diftractions:. . 


|. Nomanisfo blind as not to fee herein the 
 thand of divine juftice ; they thar by Tumults 


©: ~' fsa dis Perse RE os ; Rin | ie : 
So hardly can men be content wich one fin, 
BA BaP So 
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but adde fin co fin,till the latter punifh the for:. 
mer: fuich as were content to fee Me and ma- 
ay Members of both Houfes driven away by 
the fr unfupprefled Tumults, are now for+ 
cedtoflie ro an Army, or defend themfelves 

gaint chem. : 
“But who can unfold the riddle of fome mens 
juftice 2. the Members of both Houfes who:at: 
firf withdrew, (as My felf was forced to doc) 
from the rudenefle of the Tumults,were coun- 
ted Defertors, and outed of their Places in 
Parliament. 

Such as ftayed then, and enjoyed the bene- 
fit ofthe Tumults, were aflerted for the onely 
Parliament-men: now the Fliers from, and 
Forfakers of their Places, carry the Parlia- 
mentary power along with them ; complaine 
highly againft the Tumults , and vindicate, 


~ 


a 


aia 


themifelves by an Army: fuch as remained | 


and kept their ftations, are looked upon as A- 
bettors of tumultuary infolenciés, and) Be- 
trayers of the freedome and honour of Par- 


liament. 


Thus is Power above all Rule, Order, and 


Law; where. men look more to prefent Ad- 
vantages than theix Confciences,.and the une 
changeable rules of Juftice; while they are 
Judges of others, they are forced to.condema 
them felves. : : 


_ Now the plea againf&t Tumults holds good, |, 
| thie | 


| 


| 
i 
\ 


|¥ 


ie 
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‘| thé Auchours and Abbettors- ofthem are guil- 
|| ty of prodigious infolencies : when as before, 
| they were counted as Friends and neceflary 
| Affiftants. 
| . TU fe Vengeance purfues and overtakes (as 
| the Mice and Rats are faid to have done a 
 Bithop in Germany them that thought to have 
"| efcaped and fortified themfelves mott impreg- 
|| nably againft ir; both by their multitude and 
"| compliance. 
“Whom the Laws cannot, God will punifh, 
by their owne crimes and hands. : | 
-Ticaanot but obferve this divine Juftice, yer 
|| with forrow and pity ; for, I alwaies withed fo 
“) well to’ Parliatnentand City, thar was forry 
“| to-fee them ‘doe; or fuffer, any thing unworthy 
(}fach ereat“& confiderable bodies in this King= 
i dome; | : Hose 
“) ~ Twas etad to-fee them onely {cared :and 
‘}humbled, not broken by thatfliaking: I never. 
“jihad fo ill athought of thofe Cities as to de- 
fpaire of their Loyaley to Me s which miftakes 
jmight eclipfe, but I never believed malice had 
quite put out. hd 
| Tpray God the ftorme be yet wholly pafled 
iKover them ; upon whom Ilook, as Chrift did 
Wfometime over Ferufalem, as obje&s of my 
liprayers and teares, with compaffionate gtiefe, 
‘orefeeing thofe feverer {catterings which will 
iperrainly befall {uch as wantonly refufe to be 
: Je : gathered 
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satheredito their duty : fatall blindneffe fre- 
quently attending and punifhing wilfulnefie, 
{#that men thall not be able at laft to prevent | 
cheir (orrows who would not timely repent of 
their’ fins ; nor thall they be fuffered to'enjoy 
) the comforts, who fecurely neglect the coun- 
fels belonging to their peace. “They will find 
that Brethren in iniquity are not farre from 
i becomming infolent enemies, there being t:9-_ 
| thing harder then to keep ill mentong in one 
mind. | 
Nor is it poflible to gaine a faire period for 
thofe notions which go rather in a round and 
circle of fanfic, than inaright line of reafon 
tending tothe Law, the onely center of pub- 
fique confiftency ; whither I pray God atlaft | 
bring all fides. ‘ i" 
Which will eafily be done, when. we: fhall |; 
fully {ee how much more happy we are, to be (1 
fubject tothe knowne Laws, than to the vart- |; 
ous wils of any men, feem they never fo plau- |; 
fible at firtt. 7 ie 
Vulgar compliance with any illegal and ex-| 
ue travagant waics, like violent motions in nas |p 
a ture, {oon grows weary of it felf, and ends.ina jy 
7 refractory fullenneffe: Peoples rebounds are} 
Li ‘oft in their faces, who firft pur them upon} 
a: chofe violent ftrokes. ees ALL 
i For the Army (whichis fo farexcufable, asi 
they aét according to Souldiers principlessand |), 
| : interefts,| 
| 


\ 
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interefts, demanding Pay and Indempnity) I 
think it neceflary,in order tothepublike peace. 
that they fhould be fatisfied, as far as is jut - 

no man being more prone to confider them 
than’My {elf : though they have fought againft 
Me, yet I cannot but fo farre efteem that ya. 
lour & gallantry they have fometime fhewed, 

as to wifh I may never want {uch mento mMain- 
tain My felfe, My Lawes, and My Kingdoms, 

¢} “in fuch a peace, as wherein they may enjoy 
|| their thare and proportion as much as any 
| men. : 


: But thou, O Lord, who art perfect Unity ina 
| facred Trinity, in mercy behold thefe, whows thy 
i) Fuftice hath divided, aed, 
| Deliver Me from the frivings of My People, 
lll and make Me to (ee how much they need My pray- 
uth ers and pity, who agreed to fight againft Me, and 
i) yet are now ready te fight ag ainft one another ; to 
i) the continuance of Ut y Kingdomes diftradi- 
\ ons. ss 
i) Difcover to all fides the waies of peace, from 
if which they have fwarved > which confifts not in 
ithe divided wills of Parties, bus in the point and 
due obfervation of the Lawes: 
| Make Me willing to 20 whither thou wilt lead 
Me by thy providence , and be-thou ever with 
Ale, that I may fee thy conftancy.in the worlds 
variety and changes, | 
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Make me even [uch as thou woulaft have Me, 
that I may at laft enjoy that fafety and tranquil- 
lity which thou alone canst give Me.) 

Divert, I pray thee, O Lord, thy heavy wrath. 
juftly banging over thofe populous Cities, whofe 
plenty is prone to.adde fewell to their luxury, 
ther wealth to make them wanton, their multi- 
tudes tempting them tofecarity, oo ther fecurity 
expofing them to unexpected mifertes. 

Give them eyes to fee, hearts to confider, wils 
x0 embrace, and courage to act thofe things 
which belong fo phy glory awa the publique peace, 
lest their calamity come upon them as an armed 
man. 

Teach them, That they cannot want enemies 
who abound in finne, nor fhall:they be long un- 
d:farmed and un deftroyed, who. with a high 
hand perfifting to fight againft thee and thes» 
cleare convictions of thew owne con(ciences , 
fight more against themfelves, than ever they 
did againft Me. 

Their finnes expofing them to thy Fujtice, 
their riches to othérs injuries, their number 10 
Tumults, and their Tumultsto confusion. 


Though they have with ‘much formardneffe | 
helped to deftroy Me, yet let notony fall be their 


Furne 
Let Me not fo:muchconfider, either what they 
have done, or I have fuffered, (chiefly at first by 


them) as to forget to cmitate My cracified Re- 


deemser, 
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deemer.to plead their ignorance for their pardon, 
andin My dying extremities to pray to thee o 
Father to forgivethem, for they knew net what 


| they did, 


The teares they have denied Me in My [added 
condition, give them graceto beftow upon them- 
Selves, who the lefethey were for Me, the more 
caufe they have to weep for themfelves, 

O let not My bloud be upon them and their 
Children, whom the fraud and faction of fome, 
not the malice of al, have excited to crucifie|s 
Me. | 

But thou,O Lord, canft, and wilt (as thou didft 
My Redeemer) both exalt and perfect Me by My 

Sufferings, which have more ix them of thy mer- 
cy, than of mans cruelty or thy owne justice. 


See 
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27. To the Prince of V Vales: | 
Sr ifthefe. Papers, with fome others,” 


3 
4 
y ve 


“% wherein I have fer down the private re-7 
AeGions of My Conicience, and My ' 
moft impartiall thoughts, touching the chief" 
paflages which have been moft remarkable, or 
difputedin My Jate troubles , come to’ your 
hands,to whom they are chiefly defigned ; they 
may be fo far ufefull to you,’ as: to:ftate your? 
judgement aright in what hath paffeds where-"_ 
of, apious isthe beft ufe can be made;:and> | 
they may alfo give you fome directions, how? | 
ro remedy the prefent diftempers, andiprevent® | 
Gf Godwill) the like fortimetocome.:* | 
Ivis fome kind of deceiving and Ieflening ' |: 
che injury of My long reftraint, when Lfind> |: 
My leifure and folitude have produced fome-? | 
thing worthy of My felf, and ufetullto yous) || 
That neither you,nor any other,may hereafter. | 
meature My Caufe by the Succeffe; nor My | 
Judgment of things by My rarath easibich 
T count the greater by farre, becaufethey have 
fo fatre lighted upon you, and fome others, 
ahom I have moft-cayfe tolove as well as My: 
foie . and of whofe. unimerited fufferings I have 
a greater fenfe then of Mine own. | 
~ But this advantage of wifedome you have: | 
above moft Princes; that you have meee 4 
| | an 
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ahd now {pent fome yeares of difcretion, inthe 
experience of troubles; and. exercife ‘of. pati- 
ence, wherein Piety, and all Vertues, both 
Morall.and Political, are‘commonly: better 
plantedto a-thriving (as trees {erin winter ) 
then inthe warmth,and ferenity of times s'ora- 
midft thofe delights, which ufually attend 
Princes Courtsig times of peace and plenty; » 
| which are prone, either to root up all plants of » 
true Vertue and Honour; or to be contented 
only with fome leaves, and withering forma. 
fities of them, -without any reall fruits, fuch 
as tend tothe Publick good; for which Prin: 
ces thould alwayes remember they are born 
and by providence defigned. | 
| _ The evidence of which different education 
_ the holy Writ affords us in the contemplation 
of Davidand Reboboam : Theone prepared, 
| by many affliGions for a flourithing Kingdom, 
| the other foftned by the unparalel’d profperity 
| of Solomons Court ; and {o corrupted to the 
| gteat diminution, both for Peace,Honour, and: 
“Kingdome, by. thofe flatteries., which are as” 
| unfeparable from profperous Princes, as Flies 
Pare from fruit in fummer ; whom adverfity, 
; | like cold weather, drives away. cd ae 
»} © Thad rather you fhouldbe Charles le Bow, 
{then le Grand, good, then-great : Lhope God 
hath defigned. you to be both,. having foearly . 
/put yeu into thar exercife of his Pie. and 
ie , ; uts 
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sifts beftowed upon you; which: may beft 


weed out all vicious inclinations, and difpofe | 
you to thofe Princely endowments, and em- } 
ployments, which will moft gain the love, and ' 
intend the welfare of thofe, over whom Ged _ 


fhall place you. 


With God I would have you begin and 
end, who is King of Kings; the Soveraign 
of the Kingdomes of the world, | 
who pulleth downe one, and’fetteth up ano- | 


difpofer 
ther. 


raignty youcan attain to is, to be fubject to 
him, thatthe Scepter of his Word and Spirit 
may rule in your heart. 


The true glory of Princes confifts in advan- | 


cing Gods Glory inthe maintenance of true 
Religion, and the Churches good; Alfo.in the 
difpenfation of civill Power, with Juftice and 
Honour to the publick Peace. 


Piety will make you profperous 5 at leaft it. |. 


will keep you from being miferable ; nor is he’ 
much alofer, that lofeth all, yer faveth his 


owne foule at laft. 
To which Center of true Happinefle God, I 


black lines of Affliction, which hehath been 
pleafed to drawon me, and by which he hath 


(Ihope) drawn me nearer to himfelf.. You | 


have already tafted of that.cup whereof, I 
! have 


The beft Government, and higheft. Sove- | 


I 


truft, hath and will gracioufly direé all thefe | 


\ 


} 
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have ‘Itberally drank , which look upon -as 
Gods Phyfick, having that in healthfulneffe 
which it wants in pleafure. | 
|” Aboveall, I would-have you,as I hope you 
_ are already ; well-grounded and fetled in your 
Religion : The beft profeffion of which, Lhave 
ever efteemed that of the Church of Exgland, 
in which you have been educated ; yet I would 
have your own Judgement and Reafon iow 
feal to that facred bond which education hath 
written, that. itmay be judicioufly your own 
“| Religion;'andnot other mens cuftome ot tra- 
} dition, which you profeffe. 
“)-- Inthis [charge youto perfevere, as com- 
ming neareft to Gods Word for Dodirine, and 
| tothe primitive examples for Government, 
"with fome little amendment, which I have o- 
therwhere expreffed, and often offered, though — 
invain. Your fixation in matters of Religion — 
will not be not more neceflary: for your foules 
| then your Kingdomes peace, when God fhall 
bring you tothem. 
‘For have obferved, that the Devill of Re- 
§ bellion, doth commonly turn himfelf into an 
4} Angell of Reformation; and the old Serpent 
} can ‘pretend new Lights : “When fome mens 
| Confciences accufe them ‘for Sedition: and 
'} Faction, they ftop itsmouth withthe name 
i} and noife of Religion; when Piety pleads for 
| peace and patierice, they-cty out Zeale, .. , : 
We eee? oO 
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‘So, that, unleffe in this point ‘You bes well 
fetled,you fhall never, want temptations tode-. 
{troy'you and yours, under sprerentions: of re- 
forming matters of Religion ; forthatfeemes, 
evento worft men, as the beft. and moft aufpi- 
cious. beginning of their worft defignes. 
‘Where,befides the Novelty whichis taking 
enough withthe Vulgar; every one hath an 
afteCtation, by feeming forward to an outward 
Reformation of. Religion, to be thought zea- 
lous ; hoping to cover thofe irreligious defor- 
mities, whereto they are confcious by afevert- 
ty of cenfuring other mens opinions or actions. 
Take heed of abetting any Factions, or ap- 
plying to any publick Difcriminations in mat- 
tersof Religion, contrary to what is inyour 
Judgement, andthe Church well fetled ; your 
partiall adhering, as head, to anyone fide, 
gaines you not fo great advantages in fome 
mens hearts(who are prone to be of their Kings 
Religion) as it lofeth you in others; who think 
themfelves, and their profeffion firft defpifed, 
then perfecuted by you: Take fuch a courfe as 
may either wt> calmnes & charity quite remove 
the feeming differences and offences: by impar- 
tiality, or fo order affaires inpointof Power 
that you fhal not need to fear or flatter any Fa- 


tion. Forifever you ftandiin neediof them,or 
snuft{tand to their courtefie, youare undone: — 


The Serpent will devour the Dove s-you may 
6 never 
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-nevervexpect leffe of loyalty, juftice, or hu- 
manity, than from thofe, who engage into re- 
Higious ‘Rebellion ;) Their intereft is alwaies 
made Gods’; under the colours of Piety, ‘am- 
bitious policies marchjnot onely with greatett 
fecurity, but applaufe, as to the populacy ; 
you may heare from them Facob’s voice, ‘but 
you fhall feele they have E/an’s hands. 

Nothing feemed leffe confiderable than the 
‘Presbyterian’ Faction in England, for many 
-yeares ; fo compliant they were to publique 
order: nor indeed was their Party great either 
in Church, or State, as to mens judgments : 
But as foone as difcontents draye men into 
Sidings Cas ill humours fall to the difafleQed 
mart, which caufes inflamations ) fo did all, at 
firft, who affected any novelties, adhere to that 
Side ; as the moft remarkable and {pecious 
note of difference ( then) in point of Religion. 
Allthe leffer FaGions at firft were officious 
Servants to Presbytery their great Matter: 
tilltime and military fucceffe difcovering to 
each their peculiar advantages, invited them to 
part ftakes,:and leaving the joynt ftock of uni- 
forme Religion, pretended each to drive for 
their Party the trade of profits and prefer- 
ments, to the breaking and undoing not onely 
of the Church and State, but even of Pref- 
bytery it felf, which feemed and hoped ar firft 

to have ingrofled all. ri ' 
Ct 
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: Let nothing feem little or defpicableto:yow 
| in matters which concerne Religion: and the 
| Churches peace, fo as to negle(t afpeedy rex? 
forming and effeCtuall: fupprefling: Errours 
& Schifmes,which {eem at firft butias a hand- 
Hie) bredth;by feditious Spirits;as by ftrong winds)», 
i are {oon made to cover and darken thewhole 
Heaven. fou gr 
i When you have done juftice to. God, your 
Hh owne foule and his Church, in the profeffion 
and prefervation both of truth-and unity in’ 
Religion: the next main hinge on which your 
profperity will depend, and move, is, that of 
civill Juttice, wherein the fetled Laws of thefe 
Kingdomes, to which you are rightly Heire,-3 
are the moft excellent rules you can governe ~ |: 
by ; which by an admirable temperamenrgive. | 
very muchto Subjects induftry, liberty >and 
happineffe ; and yer referve enough to the Mas. | 
jefty and prerogative of any King, who ownes : | 
his People as Subjects, not as Slaves swhofe. | 
fubjection;as it preferves their propertyspeace, 
and fafety, fo it will never diminifh your” | 
if Rights, nor their ingenuous Liberties 5 which 
ie cOnfifts inthe enjoymentof the: fruits of their 
a induftry, and the benefit of thofeLawes to. 
which themfelves have confented. ¢ > | 
Never charge yout Head with fuch a: 
Crowne, as thall by its heavinefle 6pprefte the: 
whole body,the weaknefle of whofe parts can- 
not 
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notreturne any thing of ftrength, honour, or 
fafety, tothe Head , but a neceffary debilita- 
| tiomand ruine. 
| Your Prerogative is beft fhewed, and exer- 
_ cifed in remitting, rather than exadting the ri- 
- gotofthe Lawes; there being nothing worfe 
| than legall Tyranny. xO): 
___Inthefe two points, the prefervation of eta: 
_ blifhed Religion, and Lawes, I may ( without 
| vanity) turne the reproach of My fufferings, as 

| to. the worlds cenfure, into the honour of 2 
kind of Martyrdome, as to the teftimony of - 
| My owne Confcience; The Troublers of My 

Kingdomes having nothing elfe to obje@ a- 

gain{t Me but-this, That I preferre Religion, 

and Lawes eftablithed before thofe alterations 
| chey propounded. 

And fo indeed I doe,and ever thall, till Tam 
| convinced by better Arguments, than what 
“| hitherto have been chiefly ufed towards Me, 
| Tumults, Armies,and Prifons. 


| Ecannotyerlearne that leffon, nor hope 
ever will you, That it is fafe fora King to gra- 
| tifie any Faction with the perturbation of the 
Lawes, in whichis wrapt up the publique In- 
 tereft, and the good of the Community: 3 
How God will deale with Me, as tothe re- 
_ | movall of thefe preffures, & indignities, which 
| his juftice by the very unjuft hands of fome 
pof My Subjects hath been pleafedxe tay upon: 
Fn 3 Me, 
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Me, Icannor telly nor am I muchrfolicitous 
what wrong I fuffer from men, while Tretaine 
in My foule, what I believe is right before 
God. RCIaY Os asi] 
[have offered all for Reformation and Safe- 
ty, that in Reafon, Hononr, ‘and ‘Gonfcience 
Tcan; referving onely what I cannot confent 
unto, without an irreparable mjuryto My,own 
Soule, the Church, andMy,People, and to. 
You alfo, asthe next and undoubted Heire of: 
My Kingdomes. : oath 
To which ifthe divine Providence,to whom 
no difficulties are infuperable;, fhall, in his due 


iy 


time after My deceafe bring You; asI hope he. 5; 
will: My -counfell and charge to You, iss: 


That You ferioufly confider the former; reall; 
or objected mifcarriages, which might occa- 
fion My troubles, that Youmay avoid them. | 
Never repofe fo much upon. any mans finglé: - 
countell, fidelity, and difcretion; in managing) | 
affaires of the firft magnitude; (that is; matters) |, 
of Religion and Juftice) as to:create in Your _ 
felfe; or others, a diffidence: of Your owne 
judgment, which is likely to be alwaies. more’ : 
conftant & impartial co the interefts of Your, | 
Crowne and Kingdome than any mans. ‘| 
Next, beware of exafperating any: Factions | 
by the crofneffe, and afperity of fome mens, 
paflions, humours, or private opinions; im= |, 
ployed by You, grounded onely upon the dif- | 
ee ferences. | 


241 
'| ferences in Jefler matters, which are but the 
‘| skirts and fuburbs of Religion. 
‘| Wherein a charitable connivence and Chri- 
ftian tohalition often diffipates their ftrength, 
‘| whom rougher oppofition fortifies ; and puts 
"| the defpifed and oppreffed Party, into fuch 
'!\ Combinations, as may moftenablethem to 
||’ get’a full revenge on thofe they count their 
’ Ppadtch in who are commonly affifted b 
') shat vulgar commiferation, which attends all, 
that are {aid ro fuffer under the notion of Re- 
‘| Jigion. 
' |, “Provided the differences amount not to an 
‘| infolent oppofition of Lawes, and Gevern- 
) |) ment, ot Religion eftablithed, asto the effen- 
‘| tials of them, fuch motions and minings are 
* intolerable. : 


Alwaies keep up folid piety, and thofefun- 


©) damental Truths: (which mend both hearts 
§| and lives of men): with impartial fayour and 
oi guftice. , 
|} .'Take heed.that outward circumftances and 
| formalities of Religion devoure notall, or the 
“| beft incouragements of learning, induftry,and 
ll -piety; but withan equall eye, and impartial 
hand, diftribute favours and rewards. to alf 
| men, “as you find chem for their reall good- 
i} nefle’both'in abilities and fidelity worthy and 
capable of them, 
This will be fureto gairic You the hearts gt 
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the béeft,and the moft too: whoythoughithey 
be not good themfelves, yerareiglad: ro ifec. 
the feverer waies of virtue at'any: time fweet- 
ned by temporall rewards. , 
I have, You fee; conflicted with different | 
and dppofite Factions, (for fo-T'mntt needs call \ 
and count all thofe; tata notin any confor- |)) 
mity to the Lawes eftablifhed;inChurch and 
State ) no fooner have they ‘by’ force fubdued |! 
what they counted their Common Enemy, |: 
( that is; all thofe that-adhered to the Lawes, 
and to Me) and are fecured from that feare;, ‘} 
but they are divided'to fo higharivalry, as’ 1 
fets them more at’ defiance: againft each othery [x 
than againft their firft Antagonifts.. Hi 
Titne will diffipate all factions, when once 
the rough hornes of private mens covetous 
‘and ambitious-defignes, fhall: difcover them- 
felves which were at firft wrapt up 8 hidden {i 
under the foft and {mooth pretenfions of Re- |: 
ligion, Reformation, and Liberty: As thei 
Wolfe is not leffe cruell, fo he will be moreja 
juftly hated, whenhe shall appeare no better’ 
than.a Wolte under Sheeps cloathing. I. 
But ‘as for the feduced Traine ofthe var 
gat, who in their ‘fimplicity follow thofe. dif-jn 
ouifeés; My chatge and counfellto You; is,| 
That as-Youw need: no'palliations for any de-hi 
fignes, (as other men) fo that you ftudy really). 
to exceed (in triié and ‘conftant demonftra- 
: | tions 
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ij), tions of goodneffe, piety, and virtue, towards 


¢) the People.) even all chofe men, that make the 


is) greateft noife and oftentations of Religion; 
fo You fhall neither feareany deteétion, (as 
ily they:doe, who have but the faceand maske of 
il} goodnefle:) nor fhall You fruftrate the jut ex- 
ig pectations of *Your People; who cannot in 
ii] Reafon promife themf{elves fo much good 
tj ftom any Subjects novelties, as from the ver- 
iy| thous conftancy of their King. 
a 
ictions {hall by, the funthine of Gods mercy , 
sand the fplendor of Your:virtues be thawed 
ayjand diffipated, and the abufed Vulgar fhall 

have learned, that none are greater Op-: 
ipreffours of their Eftates, Liberties, and 
is<onfciences,, than thofe men, that entitle 
wthemfelves, “The Patcones and Vindicarors 
ajof them, onely to ufurp power over them ; 
ijLet then no paffion betray You to any ftu- 
lily Of revenge upon thofe, whofe owne finne 
and folly will futliciently punith them in due 
jaime. 7 | 

| But as foone.as the forked arrow of factious 
Wenaulations is drawn ou t, ufe all princely arts, 
jltnd clemency to heale the wounds ; that the 
mart of the cure may not equall the anguifh 
pf che hurt: | | 
ip I have. offered. Acts of Indempnity, and 
wblivion, tofo great. a latitude, as may in- 
| ae R 2 clude 
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any way obnoxious to the Laws ; and which 
might ferve to exclude all future Jealoufies | 
and infecuriti¢es. ; 
Twould have You alwaies pop to the 
fame way, when ever it fhallbe defired and ac- 
cepted, let itbe granted, not onely as an Ac 
of State-policy and neceffity, but of Chriftian 
charity and choice. | 
It is all I have now left Me, a power to for- | 
give thofe, that have deprived Me of all; and | 
[thanke God, I haveaheart to doe it; “and 
joy as much in this grace, which God hath 
given Me,as in all My former enjoyments s for | 
this is a greater argument of Gods love te} 
Me, than any profperity can be. | | 
Be confident (as Iam ) that the moft of all} 
fides, who have done amiffe, have done fo, 
not out of malice, but mi information, or| 
mif-apprehenfion of things. 3 
None will be more loyall and faithful to! 
Me and You, than thofe Subjeéts, who fen-'! 
fible of their Errours, and our Injuries, will) 
feel in their owne Soules moft vehement mo-) 
tives to repentance ; and earneft defires td 
make fome reparations for their former de- 
fects. emesis: | 
As Your quality fers You beyond any Duell 
with any Subjeé; fo the nobleneffe of ‘Your 
mind mutt raife You above the meditating)" 

| | any 
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> Any revenge, or executing Your anger upon 
-the many. | : 
The more confcious You fhall be to Your 
-Owne merits, upon Your People, the more 
» prone You will be to expectall love and loy- 
_alty from them ; and to infli& no punifhment 
upon them for former mifcarriages : You will 
| shave more inward complacency in pardoning 
one, than in punifhing a thoufand. 

This I write to you, not defpairing of Gods 
|, mercy, and my Subjects affections towards 
|, You; both which, I hope You will ftudy to 
|. deferve, yet We cannot merit of God, but by 
_ his owne mercy, 

If God fhall {ee fit to reftore Me, and You 
after Me, to thofe enjoyments, which the 
| Lawes have affignedtoUs; and no Subjects 
| without an high degree of guilt and finne can 
| -deveft Us of ; then may I Baye better oppor- 
| tunity, when I fhall be fo happy to {ee You in 
4 peace, to let You more fully underftand the 
| things that belong to Gods glory, Your own 

i honour, and the Kingdoms peace. 
}. But if You never fee My face againe, and 
4 God will have Me buried in fucha barbarous 
| Amprifonment & ob{curity, ( which the perfe- 
| Cting fome mens defigns require) wherein few 
hearts that love me are permitted to exchange 
jaword, or a look with Me ; I doe require and 
jentreat Youas your Father, and your Kr NG 
' 3 taat 
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that You never fuffer Your heart to receive’ the 
leaft check againft, or difaffection fromthe 
true Religion’ éftablifhed in thé Church of 
England. 

Itell You I have tried it, ‘and after much 
fearch, and many difputes, have concluded it 
to be the beft in the world; not onely iin ‘the 
Community, as Chriftian, but alfoin the fpe- 
ciall notion,as Reformed ; keepiiig the middle 
way between the pomp of fuperftitious “Ty- 
ranny, and the meanneffe of fantaftique Anar- 
chy. | 

Not but that (the draught being excellent as 
ro the maine, both for Doctrine and'Govern- 
ment, inthe Church of Exeland) fome lines, 
as in very: good figures , may ‘happily need 
Some fweetning,’or polfhing ; which might 
kere have eafily been cone by a fafe and gentle 
hand; if fome mens precipitancy had not 
elolently demanded fuch rude alterations, ‘as 
w d2id have quite deftroyed ‘all the beauty atid: 


proportions of the whole. 


The fcandall of the late Troubles} which) 
fome may object, and-urge to You againft the 
Proteftant ‘Religion eftablifhed in ‘England, 
is cafily anfwered to them or Your owne 
thoughts in this, That fcarce any ‘one who 
hath been a Beginner, or an aétive Profecutor 
of this Jare Warre againft’the Church; the 


Lawes, and Me, either was, ors a tru Lover) 
; 
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. Embraeér, or Pradtifer of,the Proteftant Re- 
ligion, ‘eftablifhed in Eagland : which neither 
gives fuch rules, norever before fet, fuch ¢x- 
| amples. ) err ld 
|.’ Tis true, fome heretofore had the boldneffe 
| toprefent threatning Petitions to, their, Prin- 
 cesand Parliaments, which others of the fame 
_Fadtion (but of worfe: Spirits) have. now. put 
in execution’ but let not counterfeit and dif- 
orderly Zeale abate Your value and efteem of 
| true piety, both of them are to be knowne by 
| their fruits ; the {weetneffe of the Wine o¢ Fig- 
| tree is norto.be defpifed, though the Brambles 
_and Thornes fhould pretend to beare Figs and 
| Grapes, thereby to rule over the Trees. 
| - Nor would I have You to entertain any a- 
'verfation, or diflike of Parliaments 5 -which.in 
itheir right conftitution with Freedome and 
Honour, swill never, injure’or, diminih Your 
-greatneffe,but will rather be as interchangings 
of love; loyalty, and confidence, between a 
Prince, and his People... av 
Nor-would the events of this black Parlia- 
ment have.been other than fuch (however 
mitch biaffed. by Factions in the Elections ),if 
‘ithad: been. preferved from, the infolencies of 
|popular dictates , and tamultuary imprefit- 
ons: The fad effects of which will no.doubr, 
make all Parliaments after. this more cauti- 
ous to preferve that Freedome, and Hononr, 
| : 4 “which 
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which belongs td fuch Affemblies Gvhetoncé:! 
they have fiiliy fhakertoff this yoke of Vulgar ) 
encroachment) fince the publique intéreft con: 
fifts in the mutuall and common good:botlr: 
of Prince and People. pbi1013 
Nothing can be more happy for alljthanin 
faire, grave, and Honoiirable waies to contri- 
bute their Coun(els in Common,/enaing all 


things by publique confent ; wihout tyranny 


or Tumults. We muft not ftarve our felvess 
becaufe fonie men have furfeiced of wholfome 
food. 

And ifneither I, nor You; be everreftore 
to Our Rights, but God in his fevereft jufticey 
will oetitk My Subjects with continuance 


_ in their finne, and fuffer them to be deélu- 


ded with the profperity of their wickedneffe 3 
} hope God will give Me, and. You, ‘that 
grace, which will teach and enable Us, to 
want, as well as to weare a Crowne} which is 


not worth taking up} ‘or enjoying tipon fordid, | 


difhonourable, and irreligious tearms. 


Keep You to true principles of piety, ver- . | 
tue,and honour, You {hall never want a King- | 


dome. | 


A principall point of Your henour will con- 


fift in Your deferring all refpect; love; and — 


pore to. Your Mother; My Wife s:who 


hath many, waies deferved welliof Mex aiid 
chiefly in this, that’ (having been:a means to | 
eae: WE ee ee SE |: 


| blefle: Me with fo many hopefull Children: 
(all which, with their Mother; I recommend 
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to Your love, arid care) She hath been con- 
tent with incomparable magnanimity and pa- 
tience to fuffer both for, and with’ Me, and 


Yous 


My prayer to God Almighty is, ( whatever 


_ becomes of Me, who am, Ithank God, wrapt 
| upand fortified in My own Tntocency, and 


his Grace ) that he would be pleafed to make 


You an Anchor, or Harbour rather, to thefe 
toffed and weather- beaten Kingdomes ; a Re- 


pairer by Your wifdome, juftice, piety, and 


valour, of what, the folly and wickednefle of 
fome men have fo farre ruined, as to leave no- 


| thing entire in Church or State;to the Crown, 
| the Nobility, the Clergy, or the Commons ; 
| cither as to Lawes, Liberties, Eftates, Order, 


Honour, Confcience, ot lives. 

_ When they have deftroyed Me, (for know 
not how farre God may permit the malice and 
cruclty of My Enemies to proceed, and {uch 
apprehenfions fome mens'words and a@ions 
have already given Me) as I-doubt not but My 
bloud will cry aloud for vengearice to heaven; 


| foi befeech God ‘not to poure out his wrath 
| upon the generality of the People, who have 
|ceither-deferted Me, or engaged againft Mé, 
| through the artifice and hypocrifie of their 
oh Leaders, whofe inward horrour will be their 
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259 | 
firft Tormenter; nor will they efcape ‘exemi- | 
plary judgments. : | 
For thofe that loved Me, I pray God, they 
may haveno miffe of Me, when’ TF am: gone ; 
fo much I-with and hope, that all good:Sub- 
jects may be fatisfied with the bleffings: of 


Your prefence and virtues. 
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Tor thofe that repent of any defects in their 


duty toward: Me, as Ifreely forgive them ih 


the word of a Chriftian Kine, fo 1 believe 
You will find them truly Zealous, to repay 


witly incereft that loyalty and love to ‘You; | 


which was due to Me. 


Ta fummme, what good I intended, doe You | 


petforme; when God thall give You power : 
much good I have offered, more I purpofed 
to Church & State, if times had been capable 
OFInO t 4 | 
The deception will foone vanifh, and: the 
Vizards wWilb fall off apace; This maské/of 


Religion’on the face of Rebellion (for forit | 


now plainly appears, fince My Reftraint and 
cruell ufage; ‘that they:fought not for Me, as 


was pretended ) will nor long ferve tochide | 


{ome mens deformities. 
Happy times, I hope;attend You, wherein 
Your Subjes (by their miferies ) -will have 
learned, That Religion to their God,and Loy- 
alty totheir King, cannot be parted without — 
borh their fin and their infelicity. 
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Tpray God blefle You, and ‘éftablith Your 
Kingdomes in righteoufneffe, Your Soule in 
trhie Religion, and Your honour in the love of 
God and Your people. 

And if God will have cuinedes perfected 
by My deftruction, Jet My memory ‘ever, 
with My name, live i inyou; as of Your Fa- 
ther, that loves You: and once a Kino of 
three flourifhing Kingdomes; whom’ God 
thought fit to honour, not onely with the 
Scepter and Government of them, ‘bur alfo 
with the fuffering many indignities , and an 
untimely death for them); while 1 ftudied to 
preferve the rights of the Church, the power 
of the Lawes, the honour of My Crowne, the 
Pies of Parliaments, the liberties of My 

People, and My owne:Confcience, which, 
thank God, ts dearer to Me than athoufand 

Kingdomes. 

T know God can,-I at he yeti wl reftoxe 
| Me to My Rights. "Tcannot defpaire-either-of 
|| -hismercy,”or “of My Peoples loveand pity. 
| © Ae wort, Tuuft hall but go: before, You 
‘} toa better Kingdome, which God;hathpre- 

pared for Me, and Me for it, through My Sa- 
i) viour Jefus Chrift, to: whofe. mercies com- 
«mend Yowand all Mine. 

barewell, till We mect, if not on Eaith, yet 

in’ Heaven. 


<os * 


ee — 


252 EIKQN. BASIAIKH. 


ah «Meditations upon Death, after 
Be the Votes of Non-Addreffes, 

Wh andHisMajesties cle 

| fer Fmprifonment in. Caril- 
Hi brooke-Caftle. 
| | 


f S Ihave Jeifure enough , fo I have | 
caufe more than enough, to meditate ,, 
upon, and prepare for My Death: for 

I know, there are but few fteps between the | 

Prifonsand Graves of Princes. ? | 

It is Gods indulgence, which. gives Methe 
{pace, but Mans cruelty, that gives Me the | 
fad occafions for thefe thoughts. | 

For, befides the common burthen of mor- | 
tality, which lies upon'Me, asa Man; I now. | 
bear the heavy load of other mens ambitions, | 
fears, jealoufies,and cruell paffions, whofe en- | 

. vy or enmity againft Me makes their owne | 

an lifes feem deadly to. them, while lenjoy any | 
part of Mine. ‘ = | 
Ithank God, My profperity made Me not _ 
wholly 2 Stranger to the contemplations of © 
mortality : | | : 
Thofe are never unfeafonable, fince thisis 
alwaies uncertaine ; Death being an cclipfe, | 
vit | which — 


| 
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which oft happeneth as well in clear,as cloudy 
daies. a 4 

_ But My now long and fharp adverfity hath 
fo reconciled in Me thofe naturall Antipathies 
between Life and Death,which are in all men, — 
that I thank God, the common terrors of it 
are difpelled; and the {peciall horrout of it, 
as to My particular, much allayed: for, al- 
though My death at prefent may juftly be re- 
prefented to Me with all thofe terrible aggra- 
vations, which the policy of cruell and impla- 
* cable enemies can put upon it, (affaires being 
drawn to the very dregs of malice ) yet I bleffe 
God, Tcan look upon all thofe ftings, as un- 
poyfonous, though fharp,; fince My Re- 
deemer hath either pulled them out, or giver 
« Methe antidote of his Death againft them's 
which as to the immaturity, unjuftice, fhame, 
- fcorne, and cruelty of it exceeded, whatever T 
| ¢an feare, | 

_.< Indeed, T never did find fo much, the life of 
| Religion, the feaft ofa good Confcience, and 


‘| the brazen wall of a judicious integrity and 


| conftancy, as fince came to thefe clofer con 

| Aliéts with the thoughts of Death. ee 

| Lam not foold, asto.be weary of life; nor 
| (hope ) fo bad, as to be cither afraid to die, 

| or afhamed to live: true, lam fo affiGed, as 


'} might make Me fometime even defite to die ; 


| SfT did not confider, That it is ‘the greateft 
Sati ee glory 
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alory of a.Chriftians life to: die daily,. in con- 
quering by a lively faith, and patient hopes of, 
a'better life, thofe partiall and quotidian 
deaths, which kill us (as itwere) by. piece- 
meales, and.make us overlive our owne fates 51 
while We are deprived of health, honour,» li- 
berty,, power, credit, fafety, or eftate; and 
thofe. other. comforts...of deareft relations, 
whichrareas the life of our.lives. | 

Though, as a Kine, I think My. felf ro live 
in nothing temporall fo: much, as: in,the love 
and good-will of My People; for which,.as I 
have fuffered many deaths, fo [hope] am not 
in that point as yet wholly dead: notwith= 
{tanding, My Enemies have. ufed all the poy- 
fon of falfity and violence of hoftility to de- 
ftroy, firft the love.and Loyalty; which is in 
My Subjects; and. then all that content of 
life in Me, which from thefe I chiefly en- 
joyed. 

Indeed, they have ‘left Me but. little of life, 
and only the husk and fhell (as it were) which 
their further malice and cruelty.cantake from 
Me; having bereaved Me of all thofe worldly. 
comforts, for which life it felf feems defirable 
to men. 7 

But, O My Soule! think not that life too 
long, or tedious, wherein God gives thee any 
opportunities, ifnot to doe, yerro fufter with 
fuch Chriftian patience and. magnanimity (10 
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a good Caufe, asiarethe greateft honour of 
our lives, and the beft improvement-of our 


~ deaths. | 


Lknow that in point of true Chriftian va- 
lour, ‘it argues pufillanimity to defire to die 


~ out of wearineffe of life ; anda want. of that 


heroick greatnefle of fpiric which becomes a 
Chriftian in the patient and generous fuftai- 
ning thofe afflictions,- which as fhadows necef- 
farily attend us, while we are in this body ; 
and which are leflened or enlarged as the Sun 
of our profperity. moves higher, or lower: 
whofe totall abfence is beft recompenfed with 
the Dew of Heaven. : 

The affaults of affliction may be terrible, 
like Sampfon’s Lyon, but they yeild much 
fweetnefle to thofe, that dare ro encounter and 
overcome them ; who know how to overlive 
the witherings of their Gourds without dif- 
content or peevifhnefle, while they may yet 
converfe with God. 

That I muft die as a Man, is certain; that I 
may diea King.by the hands of My own Sub- 
jects,a violent;fodain,and barbarous death ;in 
the ftrength of My years; inthe midftof My 
Kingdoms ; ‘My Friends and loving Subjects 
being helplefie Spectators ;; My Enemies info- 
lent Revilers and Triumphers over Me, living, 
dying,and dead, is fo probable in humane rea- 


-fon, thas: God hath. taught me not to hope 


other- 
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‘orherwife, asto mans culty ; however; < de- 
fpaire not of Godsinfinite mercy. | 
I know My Life is the object of the Devils & 
wicked mens malice, but yet under Gods fole 
cuftody & difpofall : Whom I do not think to- 
flatter for longer life by feeming prepared to 
dié; but I humbly defire to depend upon him, 
& to fubmit to his will both in life & death, in 
what order foever he is pleafed to lay them 
outto Me. I -confeffeic is not eafie for Me to 
contend with thefe many horrours of death, 
wherewith God fuffers Me to be tempted; 
which are equally horrid, either in the fudden- 
nefle ofa barbarous Affafination ; or in thofe 
greater formalities, whereby My Enemies(be- 
ing more folemnly cruell ) will, i¢ may be, 
feeke to adde (as thofe did, who Crucified 
Chrift) the mockery of Juftice, to the sie! 
of Malice: That I may ‘be deftroyed, as with 
greater pomp and artifice, fo with lefle pity, 
it will be but aneceffary policy to make My 
death appeare as an act of Juftice, done by 
Subjects upon their Soveraigne; who know 
that no Law of God or Man ‘invefts them 
with any power of Judicature without. Me, 
much leffe againft’Me: and who,being fworn 
and bound by allthat is facred' before God 
and man, to endeavour My prefervation, mult 
pretend Jufticeto covertheir Perjury. 
Ic is, indeed, afad fate for any man to ae 
| iol 
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wl® Enemies tov be Accufers:, Parties, and 
Judges ; but moft. de{perate, when this is a- : 
&ted by theinfolence of Subjects againft their 1 
Soveraigne; wherein thofe, who have had ; 
| the chiefett hand, and are moft guilty of con- 
-. triving the publique Troubles, muft by fhed- 
| ding My bloud feem to wath their own hands 
of that innocent bloud, whereof they are now 
moft evidently guilty before God and man, \ 
and I believe in their owne confciences roo, if 
while they carried on unreafonable demands, it 
firft by Tumults, after by Armies. Nothing ! 
makes meane {pirits more cowardly-cruell in 
| managing their ufurped power againft their 
: Lawfull Superiours, than this, the Guz/t of their 
wiajuit Ufurpation ; notwithftanding, thofe {pes 
| clous and popular pretenfions of juftice a- 
| gainft Delinquents, applied onely to difguife 
| at firft the monftroufnefle of their: defignes, 
} who defpaired, indeed, of poffeffing the power 
_and profits of. the Vineyard, till the Heire} 
whofe rightit is, be caftout and flaine. 
With them, My greateft fault muft be, that 
I would not either deftroy My. felfe with the 
Church and State by My Word, ornot{uffer 
| them.to'doe it unrefifted by the Sword ; whole 
iJ Covetous ambition no Conceflions of Mine 
could everyet, either fatisfie, or abate. 
Nor is it Jikely they will ever think, that 
Kingdome of brambles, which fome men feck 
S to 
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to heise ( atloncey weak, thatp, and fenitlell@, 

either to God orman.) is like'co thrive.tillhwa- 

tered with the Royall bloud, of thal, whofe 
rig’ » the Kingdomeis.1) 2° : 

Well, Gods willbe done, 1 doubr, hot ie 
My Innocency will find him: both My Pto- 
rectour, and My Advocate, whois: My.onely 
Judge, whom I owne as King.of Kings;.not 
onely for the eminency of his power and)ma- 
jefty above them ; but alfo: for:thatdinghlar 
care and proteétion, which he hath overtheme 
who knows them to beexpofed:to as many 
dangers (being the greateft Patrones, of Law, 
Juttice, Order, and Religion.on earth )s;as 
there be either Men or piss whe love 
confufion. 

“Nor will he fuffer thofe men: nities to. pro: 
fper in their Babel, who build it withthe! bones: 
and cement it with the bloud of their Kings.) 
Lam confident they will-find Avengetsof 
My death among themfelves:: the-injuries I 
have fuftained from them: fhall-be firft puni+ 
fhed by them, who agreed in nothing fo much 
as in oppofing Me. f 

«Their impatience to beare the loud cry off 
My bloud, hall make them think no way: bet+ 
ter to'expiate it, than by thedding theirs, who 
with them, moft thirfted after Mine. >» 

‘The fad confufions following My deft 
ction, are already a cs and cpoannied 

e 


RIKGN BASIAIKY. 

Me ‘by thofe Ihave livedbto fee fince My 
treubles in which, God: alone: (who onely 
' ould) hath many waics pleaded My-caufe; 
| not fuffering them to gorunpunifhed, whefe 
' ‘confederacy in finne was their oncly fect. ty ; 
' who have caufe to feare that God will both 
| sfirther'divides and by mutuall vengeance, at- 
-terward deftroy them. 

_ -s/My greateft conqueft of Death is from the 
power and loveof Chrift,who hath fwallow'd 
cup¢death in the victory of his Refurrection; 
and the glory ofthis Afcenfion. 
»My next’comfort is, that he gives Me aot 
-onely the honour to imitate. his example in 
fuffering for righteoufneffe fake, ( though ob 
fcured by the fouleft charges of Tyranny and 
Injuftice) buralfo, that charity, which isthe 
nobleft revenge upon, and victory over My 
Deftroyers : By which, I thank God, Ican 
both forgive them, and pray for them, that 
- God would not impute My bloud to thens 
farther then to convince them, what need they 
| havevof Chrifts blond to. wafh their foules 
- from the guilt of fhedding Mine. 
/> At prefent; the will of My Enemies feems. 
_ tobe their onely rule,cheir power the meafure; 


| pleafe to call Juftice ; while they flatter them- 
} felves withthe fancy of their owne fafety by 
| My danger, andthe fecurity of their lives de- 
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in-feeming profperities, fo the fevereft ven- 
geances of God ate then moft accompli 


fhed, when men are fuffered to compleat their. | 


wicked purpofes. 


I blefle God, Ipray not fo much, that this | 


bitter cup of a violent death may paffe from 
Me, asthat of his wrath may paffe from all 
thofe, whofe hands by deferting Me, are 


{prinkled, or by acting and confenting to My | 


death are embrued with M y bloud. 


The will of God hath confined and conclu: | 


ded Mine ; I thall have the pleafure of dying, 
without any pleafure of defired vengeance.’ 


This I think becomes a Chriftian toward hig 


Enemies,and a King toward his Subjeéts. 
They cannot deprive Me of more than Iam 
content to lofe, when God fees fit by theif 


hands to take it from me; whofe mercy Ebe- | 


lieve , will more then infinitely recompence 
what ever by mans injuftice he is pleafed to 
deprive me of. ines 
The glory attending my death will farre 
furpaffe all I could enjoy, or conceivein life. 

[ fhall not want the heavy and: envied 
Crownes of this world, when my God hath 
mercifully crowned and confummated his 
graces with glory; and exchanged the fha- 


for 


fignes by My Death: forgetting, that as the | 
greateft temptations tofinne are wrapped up | 


dows of my earthly Kingdomes among men). . 
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for the fubftance of that heavenly kingdome 


with himfelf, re: 

For.the cenfures of the world; I know the 
fharp and neceflary tyranny of my Deftroy- 
ers will fufficiently confute the calumnies of 
tyranny againft me; I am perfwaded I am 
happy in the judicious love of the ableftand 
beft of my Subjects, who doe not onely pity 
and pray forme, but would be content even 
to.die with me,or for me. 

Thefe know, how to excufe my failings, as. 
man, and yet toretaine, and pay their duty-to 
meas their King ; there being no religious ne- 
cellity binding any Subjects by pretending to 
punifh, infinitely to exceed, the faults and er- 
rours of their Princes ; efpecially there, where 
more then fufficient fatisfaGion hath been 
made to the publike ; the enjoyment of which, 


| private ambitions have hitherto fruftrated. 


Others, I believe, of fofier tempers, and 


-Tefle advantaged by my ruine, doe already feel 
_fharp convictions, and fome remorfe in their 


confciences; where they cannot but fee the 


| proportions of their evill dealings againit me 


in. the meafure of Gods retaliations uport 


them, who cannot hope long to enjoy their 
|| owne thumbs and toes, having under pretence 


of paring others nailes been fo cruell as to cut 
off their chiefeft ftreneth. 2 | 


The punithment of the more infolent aad 
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obftinate may be like that of Karah&chisCom: | 
plices (at once mutining againft borh Prince & | 
Prieft) in fuch a method of divine juftice; sis | 
not ordinary; the earth of the: loweft and | 
mcaneft people opening upon them; and {wal- 
Jowing them up ina juft difdaine of their ill- 
gotten and worfe-ufed Authority: upon whofe 
fupport and ftrength they chiefly’ depended 
for their building and eftablithing theit vde- 
fignes againft Me, the Churchjand State. ‘9, 

My chiefeft comfort in death confifts in ty 
peace, which I truft, is made'with God 3be- 
fore whofe exa& Tribunal TI thal] not feare'to 
appeare, astothe Caufe fo long difputed by 
the Sword, between me and my caufleffe Ene- 
mies: where I doubt not, but his righteous — 
judgment will confutetheir fallacy, who from 
worldly fuccefle ( rather like Sophifters, than 
found Chriftians) draw thofe popular con- 
clufions for Gods approbation of theit acti- 
ons; whofe wife providence( we know) voft 
permits many events, wet his revealed Word 
(the onely cleare, fafe and fixed rule of good 
actions and good conf{ciences ) inno fort ‘ap- 
proves. | ise IRS 

Tam confident the Juftice of my Caufe, and | 
clearne{s of My Confcience before God ‘& to- 
ward my people will carry me;as much above 
them in Gods decifion, as their fucceffes have 
lifted them above me in the Vulgar Beatie | 
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whovrconfider.not, that many. times thofe un- 


dertakings of ‘men .are lifted up to Heaven 
nthe profperity and applaute of the world, 


- whofe rifeis from Hell, as-to the injurioufneffe 


and oppreffion of the defigne. The prof{perous 
winds which oft fill the fayles of Pirats, doth 


— pot juttific their piracy and rapine. 


baleok upon ir with infinite more content and 
quiet of Soule, to have been worftedin my 
enforced conteftatidn for, and vindication of 


| the Lawsofthe Land, the freedome and ho- 


nour of Parliaments,the rights of my Crown, 


athejult liberty of my Subjects, and the true 
(Ghriftian Religion in its Doétrine; Govern- 
mentand due encouragements, then if [ had, 
ewith the gteateftadvantages of fuccefle, over- 


| borne themall; as fome men have now evi- 


dently done, whatever defignes they at firlt 
pretended. 


|,-:?The prayers and patience of my Friends and 
loving Subjects will contribute. much to the 


Hfweetning of .chis bitter cup, which L.doube 
not but I {hall more cheerfully take, and drink 
as from Gods hand (if it muft be fo) than they 


| can give irto me, whofe hands are unjuffly 


‘and barbaroufly lifted up aga'nft me. 


 And,as to the laft event, 1 may feem to 


owe more to my Enemies, than my. Friends ; 


awhile thofe will puta period tothe finnes and 
forrows.attending this miferable life, wiere- 
$4 with 
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with thefe defire, I might {till contend. 

- Tthall be more than Conquerour through 
Chrift enabling me ; for whom I have hither= 
to. fuffered: as he is the Authour of Truth, 
Order, and Peace; for all which, I have-been 
forced to. contend againft Errour, Faction,and. 
confufion. ; ; 

If muft fuffer a violent death, with my Sa: 
viour, ‘itis but mortality crowned with near 
tyrdome:where the debt of death, which Lowe. 
for finne to nature, fhall be railed, asa gift of 
faith and patience offered to God. ie oe 

Which | humbly befeech him mercifully to: | 
accept ; and although death be the wages off | 

my owne finne, as from God, and the effect | 
of others finnes,as men, both againft Godard. | 
me; yet as I hope my own finnes are {© red; 
mitted, that they fhall be no ingredients to : 
imbitrer the cup of my death, {0 I defire God 
to pardon their fins, who ate moft guilty of) 
my deftruction. 

The Trophees of my charity will be more 
glorious and durable over them, than their 
ill-managed victoties.over me. 

Though their fin be profperous, yet they had: | 
need to bé penitent, that they may be pardo-.; } 
ned: Both which, I pray God they may ob: 
tain; that. my temporall death unfuttly -in- 
flicted by them,may notbe revenged by Gods 
juft inflicting ecernall death upon them: fords 
look’ 
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look upon the temporall deftruction of the 
greateft King, as far leffe deprecable, than'the 
eternal] damnation of the meaneft Subject. 
Nor do I with other, than the fafe bringing 
ofthe thip to fhore, when they have caft me 
overboard; though it be very ftrange, that 
Mariners can find no other means to appeafe 
the ftorme, themfelves have raifed , but by 
drowning their Pilot. 
Fthank God, my Enemies cruelty Cannot 
prevent my preparation ; whofe malice in this 
I thall defeat, that they fhall not have the {a- 
_ tisfaction to have deftroyed my Soul with m 
Body ; of whofe falvation,while fome of them 
have themfelves feemed; ahd taught others to 
defpaire, they have only difcover'd this, that 
_ they do not much defire it. 
Whofe uncharitable and cruell Reftraints, 
denying me even the affiftance of any of my 
Chaplains, hath rather enlarged, than any: 


_ way obftructed my acceffe ro the Throne of 
| Heaven. | 


Where thou dwelteft, 0 King of Kings; who 
| fideft Heaven and Earth, who art the foun- 
| tate of eternall life, in whom és no Jhadew of 

death, | 


| Thou 0.Ged art both the juft Af fitter of death 


|4pon us, and the mercifull Sarnour of ws ia it; 
jand from it: . | 
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red, tt is better for ws to be dead to.our fchves, 

yndliveinthee : than by living ! th our felves £0 

Beil vied of heer 1 FOX) ara, a 
Oo make the many bitter agzravations of My 


? 


death asa’ Man, anda Kings ihe opportunities 
ind advantages of thy {peciall graces*and com~ 
‘forts 18 My Soule; as a Chriftiape. 0 9 V6 
If thon Lord wilt be with Me, I foatt meither 
care wor feel any evill, though I walke through 
the valley of the fhadow of death. 


To contend with death ts the worke of aweake 
and mortall mag’, to overcome it, the graces 


of thee alone, who art the Almighty and ammoy- » 


tall God. 7 

O My Saviour, wha knoweft what it ts todie» 
with Ate, aa Man, make Me'te know what 
it to pale through deathto life withthee cMy 
God. Ie 
Thongh Idie, yet I know, that thou my Redee- 
mer liveft for ever : though thou flayeft Me, 


yet thou haft inconraged me to truft inthe for | 


eternall life. 
Owithdraw not thy favour from me, which is 
Better than life. 7 Sia‘econ WAAL 7 


Obe not farre from me, for I know not how 


neey a violent and cruell death us to me. 

 Asthy Omnifcience, 0 God, difcovers, [othy 
Omniporence can defeat the defignes of thofe, 
who bave, or fhall con(pire my deftruction. ~ 


Oo fhew me the coodnelfe of thy will, through the 
wickednele of theirs. sf : Thou, |) 


< Thougiveft me leave acaman te pros that 


———— : 
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shiscp may pale frow me; but thou haft taught 
Me usa Christian by the example of Chr, & to 
addesnot My willbut thine bedones 7 


| tea Lord, [e; onr wills be-one, . by wholly refol- 


~— 


| a mine inte thine : let notthe defire of life 1: 


me be fo great, as that of doing or fuffering thy 
willinenher life or death, 

“ds I believe thou hast forgiven all the errours 
of wy life, [01 hope thou wilt fave me fromthe 
terrours of my death. | 

_sMakewe conten toleave the worlds nothing, 
that I way come really to enjoy all inthee, who 
haft wade Chrifi unto me in life, gaine; and ig 
death, advantages | 
hough my Destroyers forget their duty t0 


| eheeand me; yet doe not thou, O Lerd, forget to 


be mercifull to them. 


- For, what profit is there in my bloud,or in their 
gaining my Kingdomes, if they lofetheir owne 
Soules 2-. ox | eee 

Such as bave not onely refisted my juft Power, 
but wholly. ufurped and turned it againft my felf, 
though they may deferve, yet let them not re- 
ceive to themfelves damnation. 

Thon nradeft thy Sonne a Saviour to many, 
that Cracified Him; while at once he. fuffered 


Vielently by them, and yet willingly for them... 


© bet-the.weice of hes blond be heard for My 
ME rHans Mi eh ha sis Muartherers, 
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Murtherers, louder thaw the cry of mine Agdinfe : 


them. 


ons of their finne, and let thew not at once de- 
ceive aud damne theirowne Soulcs by fallacious 
pretenfions of Fustice in deftroying me, while 
the confcience of their unjaft afarpatcon of power 

against me, chiefly tempts them to ufeall extre- 

mities againft me. | 

O Lord, thou knoweft 1 have found their mer- 
cies to me as very falfe, fo very cruel » who pre- 
tending to preferve me, have meditated nething 
but my ruine. 

O deale not with them as blond-thirity and de- 
eeitfull men; but overcome their cruelty with 
thy compafsion and my charity. 

And when thou makeft inqnifition for My 
blond , O fprinkle their polluted, yet penitent 
Soules with the blond of thy Sonne, that thy de- 
ffroying Angel may palfe over them. 

Though they think my Kingdomes on earth too 
Little to entertaine at once both them and. me, yet 
let the capacious Kingdome of thy infinite mer- 
cy at baft receive both me and my encmies. 

When being reconciled to thee in the blond of 
the fame Redeemer, we hall live farre above 
thefe ambitious defires, which beget fuch mortall 


enmities, : 


When their hands hall be heaviest, and crael- 


rhe them forthy mercy by due conwidti- , : 
t 
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7 % 2 d 
jest atyon et me fallinto the armes of thy 
-tnder we eternal yercies. 


Thai what is cut off of my lifein this miferable 
pnortent, my be repaied in thy ever-bleffed e- 


Lord. let thy Servant depart in peace ) 
eyes fade feen thy oe aS 


Vota dabunt, que bella neg4runt. 
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